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Iona’s Column:
Changing Method

for Incoming
Articles and Photos

Dear Reader,

I admit to
being upset
that Agence
France-Presse’s
PicRights.com
is asking me
to pay $1,695
for a photo I
| used back in

January 2016
which went with a good story about
female genital mutilation in Africa be-
ing banned.

At this point, I'm trying to get free
legal advice and am going to “play it
safe(r)” in this issue. 've been eagerly
using the Fair Use Law to support my
tiny attempt to get great stories and
photos to my readers and relying on
it to protect me from such nonsense.

I happen to be a firm believer in the
rapid dissemination of quality stories
during these troubling times and that’s
what I've tried my best to do.

Fortunately, two of our members
(John Conner and Chiwundu Charles
Ekwe) have written their own work and
even though it’s long, it’s safe to publish
their pieces.

I am leaning toward protecting my-
self for the most part and yet I love the
article about the 10 Most Dangerous
Countries for Women so much that I
tried to get permission to use their pho-
tos and went round and round in circles
with no results. The text is allowable
but I had to screenshot the magnificent
photos so you could see them. I want
the whole world to know about this.

That story and pictures went viral
globally so what’s the difference?

For the Earth,
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Against Trump Can Proceed,
Supreme Court Rules

By Julia Conley
Common Dreams: July 31, 2018

Children will be able to
present “scientific evidence
linking the U.S. government’s
actions and policies to climate
change impacts like wildfire
and droughts”
in U.S. District Court.

The Supreme Court rejected the Trump
administration’s request that it halt a case
brought by several teenagers and children,
who say the President has not done enough
to help halt the climate crisis.

A group of teenagers and younger chil-
dren secured a victory in their case against
the Trump administration this week, as the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled that their lawsuit
demanding that the federal government take
stronger action against the climate crisis can
proceed.

The high court rejected the Trump ad-
ministration’s request that the case be halted.
The ruling follows similar decisions from the
U.S. District Court in Oregon and the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 9 Circuit. The case,
known as Juliana vs. the United States, will
now be heard by the Oregon court.

“This decision should give young people
courage and hope that their third branch of
government, all the way up to the Supreme
Court, has given them the green light to go to
trial in this critical case about their unalien-
able rights,” said Julia Olson, chief legal coun-
sel and executive director of Our Children’s
Trust, which is representing the plaintiffs.
“We look forward to presenting the scien-
tific evidence of the harms and dangers these

children face as a result of the actions their
government has taken to cause the climate
crisis”

Twenty-one children and teenagers — rang-
ing in age from eight to 19 - first brought the
case against the federal government in 2015,
arguing that the Obama administration was
not doing enough to curb carbon emissions
and other activities that contribute to the
warming of the Earth.

“Kids understand the threats climate
change will have on our future;” then-13-
year-old Zoe Foster, one of the plaintiffs, told
Slate at the time. “I'm not going to sit by and
watch my government do nothing. We don't
have time to waste. 'm pushing my govern-
ment to take real action on climate, and I
won't stop until change is made.”

Since President Donald Trump took office
in 2017, the President has withdrawn the U.S.
from the Paris climate agreement and spear-
headed a number of anti-regulatory actions,
weakening clean car standards and rolling
back portions of the Clean Air Act.

The plaintiffs argue that such actions vio-
late their constitutional rights to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.

“The scientific evidence linking the U.S.
government’s actions and policies to climate
change impacts like wildfire and droughts
that harm us youth must be presented before
our country’s justice system in its entirety to
ensure that our rights may be protected,” said
a 21-year-old plaintiff named Jacob.

This work is licensed under a Creative Com-
mons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License.

Source: https://www.commondreams.org/
news/2018/07/31/teenagers-climate-lawsuit-
against-trump-can-proceed-supreme-court-
rules
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What is The Go-Back Club all about?

We want to change peoples hearts. Our
members live simply (or try to) so that our
collective carbon footprint grows smaller and
smaller every day. We are working toward a
common goal of reducing our individual im-
pacts on climate change to protect future gen-

erations and all life.

Who are we trying to attract?

We hope to reach people who are concerned
about global warming and realize that they are

part of the problem but don’t know what to
do. We invite them to join our Club. Please tell
your family and friends about us. They can go
to www.gobackclub.org to learn more.

What are we trying to achieve?
Our members are part of the global move-
ment of people who know that global warming
is an immediate threat and who want to prevent
further harm and even reverse the situation.

We look to others for inspiration.

People are “like a blind man walking ran-
domly toward a cliff. The only thing that
will save him is to go backwards.” Michael
Mann (GBC board memeber, climate scien-
tist, member of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change), told us aa couple of
years ago referring to tipping points on a visit
to Penn State, where Mann is director of the
Earth Systems Science Center

“Our life is frittered away by detail. Sim-
plify, simplify, simplify! Simplicity of life and
elevation of purpose” Henry David Thoreau

Please send me your stories
and photos. I rely on
our members’ contributions.
I’m not looking for ugly.
D’m not looking for dark.
D’m not looking for hatred.
I’m looking for the opposites
to help raise our readers’
spirits. There is enough ugly
and dark and hateful in
the world. This newspaper
provides an antidote—
BEAUTY, LIGHT, LOVE.
Thank you for sending
me your material for
consideration.

Fair Use Law: http://copyright.gov/fair-use/more-info.html

Fair use is a legal doctrine that promotes
freedom of expression by permitting the un-
licensed use of copyright-protected works
in certain circumstances. Section 107 of the
Copyright Act provides the statutory frame-
work for determining whether something is a
fair use and identifies certain types of uses—
such as criticism, comment, news report-
ing, teaching, scholarship, and research—as
examples of activities that may qualify as fair
use. Section 107 calls for consideration of the
following four factors in evaluating a question
of fair use:

(1) Purpose and character of the use, in-
cluding whether the use is of a commercial
nature or is for nonprofit educational pur-
poses: Courts look at how the party claiming
fair use is using the copyrighted work and are
more likely to find that nonprofit educational
and noncommercial uses are fair. This does
not mean, however, that all nonprofit educa-
tion and noncommercial uses are fair and all

commercial uses are not fair; instead, courts
will balance the purpose and character of the
use against the other factors below. Addition-
ally, “transformative” uses are more likely to be
considered fair. Transformative uses are those
that add something new, with a further pur-
pose or different character, and do not substi-
tute for the original use of the work.

(2) Nature of the copyrighted work: This
factor analyzes the degree to which the work

that was used relates to copyright’s purpose of

encouraging creative expression. . ..

(3) Amount and substantiality of the
portion used in relation to the copyrighted
work as a whole: Under this factor, courts
look at both the quantity and quality of the
copyrighted material that was used. If the use
includes a large portion of the copyrighted
work, fair use is less likely to be found; if the
use employs only a small amount of copyright-
ed material, fair use is more likely. . ..

(4) Effect of the use upon the poten-
tial market for or value of the copyrighted
work: Here, courts review whether, and to
what extent, the unlicensed use harms the
existing or future market for the copyright
owner’s original work. In assessing this factor,
courts consider whether the use is hurting the
current market for the original work (for exam-
ple, by displacing sales of the original) and/or
whether the use could cause substantial harm
if it were to become widespread. . ..

Please note that the Copyright Office is un-
able to provide specific legal advice to individ-
ual members of the public about questions of
fair use. See 37 C.ER. 201.2(a)(3). For fur-
ther information, see https://www.copyright.
gov/fair-use/more-info.html.

Fair Use Logo
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Climate Change Report August 2018

Consequence of Climate Change:

By John Conner, Shade Gap, PA

Basic Change Necessary

The New York Times 7/16/18 (https://
www.nytimes.com/2018/07/16/opinion/
climate-change-parenting.html): “Its not
unreasonable to say that the challenge we
face today is the greatest the human species
has ever confronted. And anyone who pays
much attention to politics can assume were
almost certainly going to botch it. To stop
emitting waste carbon completely within
the next five or 10 years, we would need
to radically reorient almost all human eco-
nomic and social production, a task that’s
scarcely imaginable, much less feasible. It
would demand centralized control of key
economic sectors, enormous state invest-
ment in carbon capture and sequestration
and global coordination on a scale never
before seen, at the very time when the po-
litical and economic structures that have
held the capitalist world order together un-
der American leadership since World War
IT are breaking apart. The very idea of uni-
fied national political action toward a single
goal seems farcical, and unified action on a
global scale mere whimsy.

“And even if world leaders somehow got
their act together, significant and dangerous
levels of warming are still inevitable, baked
into the system from all the carbon dioxide
that has already been dumped. There’s a
time lag between carbon dioxide emissions
and subsequent effects, between the wind
we sow and the whirlwind we reap. Our
lives are lived in that gap.

“Barring a miracle, the next 20 years are
going to see increasingly chaotic systemic
transformation in global climate patterns,
unpredictable biological adaptation and a
wild spectrum of human political and eco-
nomic responses, including migrations and
war. After that, things will get worse. The
middle and later decades of the 21%' century
promise a global catastrophe whose full im-
plications any reasonable person must turn
away from in horror.

“We cannot save the world through in-
dividual consumer choices. Society is not
simply an aggregate of millions or billions of

individual choices but a complex recursive
dynamic in which choices are made within
institutions and ideologies that change over
time as these choices feed back into the
structures that frame what we consider pos-
sible. All the while, those structures are be-
ing disrupted and nudged and warped and
shaken by countless internal and external
drivers, including environmental factors
such as global warming, material and social
innovation, and the occasional widespread
panic. Which is just to say that we are not
free to choose how we live any more than
we are free to break the laws of physics. We
choose from possible options, not ex nihilo.

“Our children will not face the choices
that we face. They won't have the opportuni-
ties we now have for action. They’ll confront
a range of outcomes whose limits were de-
termined by the choices we made. Yet while
some degree of warming now appears inevi-
table, the range of possible outcomes over
the next century is wide enough and the
worst outcomes extreme enough that there
is some narrow hope that revolutionary so-
cio-economic transformation today might
save billions of human lives and preserve
global civilization as we know it in more
or less recognizable form, or at least stave
oft human extinction. But the range of out-
comes decreases every day, shifting month
by month toward the more apocalyptic end
of the spectrum, and waiting even five years
may see the window of opportunity for sav-
ing humanity shut”

Grounds for Hope

Today, many of us are motivated to take
steps aimed at curtailing Climate Change.
But our numbers are currently too small to
prevent the coming global catastrophe.

We may be only a small percentage of the
population, but our knowledge and com-
mitment enables us to design and start the
implementation of a process which will cur-
tail Climate Change when that global catas-
trophe comes to pass and moves millions
to get involved. In other words, the process
were now designing and starting + the com-
ing global catastrophe + the involvement of

Intense Heat

millions = rescue from the dire consequenc-
es of Climate Change, at least for some of
humanity and nature.

The steps for curtailing Climate Change
include: 1) Reflecting on the gravity and
magnitude of Climate Change and its conse-
quences, both now and to come; 2) Keeping
abreast of Climate Change developments as
they worsen; 3) Using the traditional means
to urge the federal, state and local govern-
ments to radically intensify conservation of
energy, the use of renewable sources of en-
ergy and the elimination of fossil fuels; and
4) Inviting and assisting as many currently
inactive people as possible to join us.

Naomi Klein’s book: Shock Doctrine, the
Rise of Disaster Capitalism provides enlight-
enment and guidance. In her mind, only
great ruptures (e.g. floods, droughts, fam-
ines, wars, wildfires) can generate the vast,
clean canvasses required for radical change.
It is in these moments, when people are
psychologically unmoored and physically
uprooted, that revolutionaries take a real
plunge and begin their work of transform-
ing the world.

Extreme Heat

Dire Predictions by Michael Mann and
Lee Kump, 2015: “Thermometer records
have been kept for more than a century
across much of the globe; and during the
last few decades, records have been kept
almost worldwide. Records include surface
air temperatures measured over continents
and islands and sea surface temperatures
measured over oceans.

“The instrumental temperature record
shows that surface warming has taken place
across the oceans and land, and that the rate
of warming has accelerated over the most
recent decades. The average rate of global
warming over the full 20" century was
slightly less than 0.18° F per decade, but in
the past few decades the warming rate has
increased to more than 0.27° F per decade.
. . .The warming observed so far is only a
small fraction of the total warming expect-
ed during the course of the next century, if
we continue to burn fossil fuels at current

Heat continued on next page
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Heat continued from previous page
rates.”

The New York Times 1/16/15: “In 2015,
NASA and NOAA reported that 2014 was
the Earth’s warmest year since 1880, under-
scoring warnings about the risks of runaway
greenhouse gas emissions. 2014 surpassed
2010 as the warmest year. The 10 warmest
years have all occurred since 1997. Scientists
expect the heat to get much worse over com-
ing decades, but already it is killing forests
around the world, driving plants and animals
to extinction, melting land ice and causing
the seas to rise at an accelerating pace””

The New York Times 8/20/16: “July wasn't
just hot — it was the hottest month ever
recorded. And this year is likely to be the
hottest year on record. Fourteen of the 15
hottest years on record have occurred since
2000, as heat waves have become more
frequent, more intense and longer last-
ing. A study in the journal Nature Climate
Change found that three of every four daily
heat extremes can be tied to global warm-
ing. By the end of the century, the number
of 100-degree days will skyrocket, making
working or playing outdoors unbearable,
and sometimes deadly. The effects on our
health, air quality, food and water supplies
will get only worse if we don’t drastically cut
greenhouse gases right away.”

The New York Times 7/17/18: “Extreme
heat can kill, as it did by the dozens in Paki-
stan in May. But as many of South Asia’s
already scorching cities get even hotter,
scientists and economists are warning of
an even quieter, more far-reaching danger.
Extreme heat is devastating the health and
livelihoods of tens of millions more.

“If global greenhouse gas emissions con-
tinue at their present pace, they say, heat
and humidity levels could become unbear-
able, especially for the poor.

“Indeed, a recent analysis of climate
trends in several of South Asia’s biggest cit-
ies found that if current warming trends
continue, by the end of the century, wet-
bulb temperatures — a measure of heat and
humidity that can indicate the point when
the body can no longer cool itself - would
be so high that people directly exposed for
six hours or more would not survive”

Washington  Post  7/22/16: “Record-
shattering temperatures this summer have
scorched countries from Morocco to Saudi
Arabia and beyond, as climate experts warn
that severe weather could be a harbinger of
worse to come.

“In coming decades, UN officials and
climate scientists predict that the region’s
mushrooming populations will face extreme
water scarcity, temperatures almost too hot
for human survival and other consequences
of global warming.

“Stepping outside is like walking into
a fire) said Zainab Guman, a 26-year old
university student in Basra in Iraq. “It’s like
everything on your body - your skin, your
eyes, your nose — starts to burn” Guzman
has rarely left home during daylight hours
since June, when temperatures started ris-
ing above 120°F and metal objects turned
into searing-hot hazards. Oil company em-
ployees were ordered to stay home for sev-
eral days in the past month.”

Common Dreams 5/5/18: Weather ex-
perts at the UN just said that the highest
April temperature may have just been re-
corded - an ominous sign that comes on the
heels of the monthly average concentration
of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere hitting
the highest level on the books. The World
Meteorological Organization referenced the
extreme heat in the Pakistani city of Nawab-
shah, which reached 122.36°F on Monday.

“Earlier in the week, the Keeling Curve,
which charts the daily measurement of at-
mospheric carbon dioxide levels taken at
the Mauna Loa Observatory in Hawaii, said
that April's monthly average was 410.31
parts per million (ppm). That marks the
first time in recorded history that a monthly
average has been above 410 ppm.”

Washington Post 5/7/18: “In four of the
past five winters, the North Pole has wit-
nessed dramatic temperature spikes, which
previously were rare. Now, in the lead-up to
summer, the temperature has again shot up to
unusually high levels at the tip of the planet.

“Scientists say this warming could hasten
the melt of the Arctic sea ice, which is al-
ready near record low levels.

“In just the past few days, the temperature
at the North Pole has soared to the melting
point of 32°F, which is about 30 to 35°F
above normal. Much of the entire Arctic
north of 80 degrees latitude is abnormally
warm. The temperature averaged over the
whole region appears to be the warmest on
record for the time of year. It is about 18°F
above the normal of 4°F.

“These Spring intrusions of warm, moist
air can initiate sea ice melt that extends to a
large area through the summer and fall. Al-
ready, Arctic sea ice is near its lowest extent
on record.

“The warming of the Arctic and loss of ice
are likely strongly connected to the buildup
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere from
human activities. Recently, a NOAA study
found that the extraordinary heat that af-
fected the Arctic in 2016 could not have
happened without the steep increase in
greenhouse gas concentrations”

New York Times 4/5/18: “Even in Paki-
stan, no stranger to blistering heat, the tem-
perature on Monday stood out: 122.4 Fahr-
enheit. This was the highest temperature
ever recorded, anywhere in the world in the

month of April.

“Intense, life-threatening heat waves have
become more threatening as the climate has
warmed, and Asia has been especially hard-
hit. During a heat wave in April, Pakistan set
a record that lasted only until this Monday.
One in June 2015 killed more than 1,000
people in Karachi, Pakistan’s largest city.

“Worldwide, 17 of the 18 warmest years
on record have occurred since 2001, accord-
ing to NOAA (recently forbidden by Trump
to say anything about Climate Change), and
the past four are the four warmest.

To Do

In early 1942, Germany and Japan had
been at war for several years, and had devel-
oped and fielded powerful militaries which
the U.S. was ill prepared to fight. Radical
changes had to be made in the economy.
Instead of cars and washing machines and
all the other requirements of the good life,
we immediately shifted to tanks and ships
and planes and began to create an army of
several million soldiers who were willing to
sacrifice their lives for their country.

Nolessis needed in today’s Climate Change
crisis. We have dawdled far too long and now
it's almost too late. The entire planet is at risk.
We need to engineer a massive shift from
business as usual to an all-out effort by the
federal government to increase conservation
and renewables and eliminate fossil fuels.

This is possible only if those who grasp
the gravity and future prospects of Climate
Change gain control of the federal govern-
ment. Only if you get involved politically
in the election of candidates who advocate
radical change. Only if you do whatever you
can, as much as you can, as soon as you can.
And only if you reach out to many others to
facilitate their participation in this effort.

Even if you are 60 or 70 or 80 years old
and may not live long enough to experience
the worst consequences of Climate Change,
think about the grim prospects in store for
those who are younger than you - your chil-
dren and grandchildren - and in store for
the completely innocent animals and birds
and plants and fish and insects.

Two offers:

o Ask for our 90-page Summary of Cli-
mate Change. I'll send it free by email.

« If you would like me to discuss Climate
Change with any group to which you have
access, let me know. I'll ask only for travel
expenses and lodging, if you're far away.

Grassroots Coalition
for Environmental

and Economic Justice
21431 Marlin Circle
Shade Gap PA 17255
814-259-3680; grassroots1@pa.net
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Teacher's Perception Of The Contributions Of Oil Exploration To
Educational Development In Oguta L.G.A.

C. C. Ekwe
Alvan Ikoku Federal Of Education, Owerri, Imo State

L.C. Ngozi-Olehi
Alvan Ikoku Federal Of Education, Owerri, Imo State

ABSTRACT

This study examined: Teachers Perception of the contributions of Oil Exploration on
the Development of Education in Oguta Local Government Area of Imo State. Two
research questions were developed and one null hypothesis was formulated. The
design of the study was the population survey design. All the 80 teachers in Imo State
Government owned schools were involved in the research. A 20 item researcher
developed structured questionnaire was the instrument for data collection. Content
validity was established for the questionnaire while the Cronbach alpha was used to
establish its reliability. Data for answering the research questions were analyzed using
mean score. The analysis of data for the null hypothesis was carried out with the t-test
for independent samples and tested at 0.05 level of significance. The two research
questions were answered in the negative. The null hypothesis was accepted and the
findings showed that there is no relationship between the contributions of oil
exploration and educational development in Oguta Local Government Area. The
observational findings showed that the schools located in Oguta Local Government
Area where in a state of abandonment. Among others researcher recommended that
the Multinational Oil Companies bear the responsibilities of employing teachers who
will teach in partner with teachers recruited by government in public schools located in
Oguta Local Government Area. The educational implications of the findings were
discussed. Suggestions for further studies were also put forward.

INTRODUCTION

Oil exploration in Nigeria can be traced back to 1907 when German surveyors working for the
Nigerian Bitumen Corporation, carried out exploratory work for Tar Sand deposit in the South-
Western Nigeria, although they left the country at the onset of the World War 1. Subsequently
licenses were given to D'Arcy Exploration Company and Whitehall Petroleum. Nigeria's proven
oil reserves are estimated by the United States Energy Information (1997) at between 16 and
22 billion barrels (2.5x10° and 3.5x10°m°). Nigeria's reserves make her the tenth most
petroleum-rich nation and by far the most affluent in Africa.

The most productive region of the nation is the coastal Niger Delta Basin in the Niger Delta or

Teacher continued on next page
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Teacher continuedon from previous page

South-south region which encompasses 78 of the 159 oil fields. Most of Nigeria's oil fields are
small and scattered, and as of 1990, these small unproductive fields accounted for 62.1% of all
Nigerian production. This contrasts with the sixteen largest fields which produced 37.9% of
MNigeria's petroleum at that time (Khan, 1994). Offshore rigs are also located in the well
endowed coastal region. According to a Niger Delta Environmental Survey carried out in
September 1997 Nigeria owns a total of 159 oil fields and 1481 wells in operation. Her
petroleum is classified mostly as light and sweet as the oil is largely free from sulphur. The oil
is similar in composition to petroleum extracted from the North Sea.

Educational development can be defined as helping colleges and universities function
effectively as teaching and learning communities” (Felten, Kalish, Pingree, & Plank, 2007). It
could be referred to as actions “aimed at enhancing teaching” (Amundsen & Wilson, 2012,).
Sorcinelli, Austin, Eddy & Beach (2005) defined Educational development as a "key lever for
ensuring institutional quality and supporting institutional change.

Statement of the Problem

Educational development is regarded as a key tool for ensuring institutional quality and
supporting academic and social change (Sorcinelli et al, 2005). It is expected that
organizations like multinational companies operated in an area have some social
responsibilities to fulfill. Part of this social responsibility is for such organizations to contribute
positively to the educational development of the areas of operation like in the oil producing
areas. The Federal Government of Nigeria obviously has policies that govern or oversee the
implementation of Social responsibilities that affect educational development in oil producing
Aeas.,

As a result of the above tllisi study will examine teachers perception of the impact of oil
exploration on the educational development in Oguta Local Government Area of Imo State.

Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of this study was to investigate
1. Teacher's perception of the impact of oil exploration on the development of education.
2. The level of assistance of oil and gas companies to the educational needs ol host
communities.
3. The input of multinational oil companies in developing education in Oguta L.G.A.
4. How oil companies can help educators keep abreast of technological advancements that
support innovations and improvements in instructional design and delivery.

Significance of the Study

Results from this investigation will help government and decision makers urge oil companies
to support teacher training programs similar to that which is obtainable in their employees
children's schools.

It is expected that the results from this study will improve information to the government on
teacher training activities supported by multinational companies in the area.

Findings will help government articulate the rate of educational development influenced by oil
exploration.

Both the study and its literature will help researchers working on related studies compile a
sound literature on the matter and will also help teachers realize the need for current
innovative trainings that facilitate learning.

Teacher continued on next page
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Findings from the study will highlight critical aspects of educational development which has
not been given proper attention in oil producing areas.

The study will help decision makers in education realize the need of incorporating oil
exploratory companies in ensuring efficient teaching and learning by organizing useful teacher
training programs and equipping laboratories annually to aid practical learning and science.

Finally the study will direct oil exploratory companies and firms on the importance of
contributing more to educational development as it directly affects learners attitude to
learning in oil producing areas.

Research Questions
The following research questions where formulated to guide the study.
1. What is the perception of teachers on the contributions of oil exploration to educational
development in Oguta Local Government Area?
2. What benefits do teachers perceive in the contributions of oil firms to teacher education
in Oguta Local Government Area?

Hypothesis

The following hypothesis was raised:

There is no significant difference between male and female teachers perception of the
contributions of oil exploratory companies to the educational development in Oguta Local
Government Area.

Research Methodology

It describes the design of study, area of study, population of study, sample and sampling
technique, instrument for data collection, wvalidation and reliability of instrument,
administration and scoring of instrument and method of data analysis.

The research design is a population survey design because the entire population of 80 (Eighty)

teachers, teaching in the 10 (Ten) Government owned schools in Oguta Local Government Area
was used for the study. There was no sample size and sampling technique used.

Table 1: Participants in the study

S/N NAME OF SCHOOL NO OF NO OF YOUTH MUST
TEACHERS STUDENTS WORK

OGUTA L.G.A

1. Agwa Sec. School 9 1455 10

2. Comm Sec. S5ch. Awa 9 339 7

3. Eghuoma Sec. School 10 825 6

1. Ejemekwuru/Akabor Sec. 9 776 11

5. Eziorsu Sec. School 4 394 7

1. lzombe Sec. Comm. Sch. 10 735 11

7. Priscillia Mem Sec. Sch. 9 1075 7

8. St. Michaels Sec. Sch Orsuobodo | 7 375 8

9. Trinity High School 5 442 7

10, | Umunwama Girls Sec Sch B 336 8
TOTAL 80 6752 82

Teacher continued on next page
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A researcher developed structured questionnaire was used to gather data for answering the
research questions and analyzing data for testing the hypothesis. It will be made up of 20
items. The response pattern to the questionnaire items is based on a modified 4 point Lickert
scale with rating as follows. Strongly Agree (SA) = 4, Agree (A) = 3, Disagree (DA) = 2, Strongly
Disagree (SD) = 1.

Face and content validity was established for the questionnaire items Test-retest reliability
was obtained by administering the same questionnaire twice over a period of time to a group
of teachers. The scores from Time 1 and Time 2 was then be correlated using a Cronbach's
alpha in order to evaluate the test for stability over time.

Data Collection Procedure

The researcher went to the schools involved in the study and administered the questionnaires
to the respondents. The researcher made explanations of items they found unclear. The
questionnaires was collected on completion. This ensured the high return of the completed
questionnaires.

Data Analysis Procedure
Mean score was used to analyze data for answering the research questions. The t-test was used
to analyze data collected for testing the null hypotheses which was tested at 0.05 level of
significance. The criterion mean is 2.5 calculated thus:
x= 4+3+2+1 =10=25
4

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
This chapter dealt with data presentation and analysis. Data for each research question and
hypothesis are presented in tables.

Research Question One
What is the perception of teachers of the contributions of oil exploration to educational
development in Oguta Local Government Area?

Questionnaire No of Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
Items Respondents Agree Disagree
No Score No Score No Score No  Score

1. Construction of 63 7 28 10 30 11 22 35 35
science laboratories
2. ICT facilities 63 3 12 5 15 29 58 26 26
3. Employing 63 2 8 1 3 16 32 44 44
qualified teachers
4. Reconstruction of 63 1 4 2 §] 22 44 38 38
schools
5. Availability of 63 4 16 2 6 27 54 30 30
transportation

TOTAL 315 17 68 20 60 105 210 173 173

Table 2: Perception of teachers on the contributions of vil exploration to educational
development in Oguta local government area.

Teacher continued on next page



The Go-Back Club #41, August 2018: Page 9

Teacher continued from previous page

Table 2 presents the questionnaire items and data for answering research question one. Data
in table 4 show that the mean score of the responses is 1.62 which is lower than 2.5, the mean
score of decision making.

Findings in table 2 showed that teachers perception of the contributions of oil exploration
firms to educational development in Oguta L.G.A. was negative. This finding of the present
research is in line with that of Omotor (2000) which found that the oil industry impacted non-
oil producing areas in Nigeria than the oil producing areas.

Research Question Two
What benefits do teachers perceive in the contributions of oil firms to teacher education in
Oguta Local Government Area?

Questionnaire ltems No of Strongly  Agree Disagree Strongly
Respondents Agree Disagree
No Score No Score No Score No Score

1. Lack of teacher 63 39 156 7 21 7 14 10 10
training support by
MNOCs
2. Seminars and 63 3 12 1 3 29 58 30 30
Conferences
3. ICT training 63 5 20 2 4 31 62 25 25
4. Teacher sensitization 63 4 16 6 18 13 26 40 40
programs
5. Distribution of 63 1 4 5 15 24 48 33 33
laptops by oil
companies

TOTAL 315 52 208 21 61 104 208 138 138

Table 3: Contributions of vil firms to teacher education in Oguta local government area

Table 3 presents the questionnaire items and data for answering research question three. Data
presented on table 3 shows that the mean score of the responses is 1.95, Findings in table 3 of
showed that teachers do not perceive any benefits in the contributions of oil firms to teacher
education in Oguta Local Government Area. Findings of the present study are similar to that of
Orji (2013) which showed that the crisis which has engulfed the Nigerian education sector
especially in oil producing areas centers on lack of good teacher education policies and
politicization of education, changing political environment, incessant change of educational
policies and corruption.

Hypothesis

Hypothesis one was stated thus: There is no significant difference between male and female
teachers perception of the contributions of oil exploratory companies to the educational
development in Oguta Local Government Area.

Table 4: t-test for male and female teachers perception of oil firms contributions

Male Female Calt Table t P level
X 6.15 6.81 -2.06 1.98 0.05
5D 1.31 1.73

df=N;+Nz-2=20+43+63-2 =61
Teacher continued on next page
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Teacher continuedon from previous page

The findings in table 4 show that male and female teachers do not significantly differ in their
perception of oil firms contribution to teacher education in Oguta Local Government Area.

The educational implication of this is that the quality of students being produced from these
schools will remain poor or average.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE STUDY
As a result of the findings made in this study, the following recommendations are made for the
development of education in Oguta Local Government Area.

1. The Niger Delta Development Commission and Multinational Qil Companies should sign
an MOU that requires these companies to render developmental services to schools in
host communities annually. They should be able to improve what is in place by
renovating science laboratories and provide opportunity for teachers development
intellectually, MNOCs need to provide sustainable and qualitative education that
ultimately reaches all the people in these communities by employing teachers who will
teach under their supervision and payroll to help teachers who are employed by the
state povernments measure up with the challenges of teaching in these communities.

2. More qualified teachers should be posted to these communities and attention should be
directed towards issues involving the control of teachers, as in the case of teacher
competency testing, certification, replacement of retired teachers and efficient
supervision of in-service teachers. Teachers salaries in oil producing communities must
be reviewed and improved. Fair wages will also motivate teachers to do their job on a
high-quality level. Also, there should be regular payments of teachers’ salaries. This will
attract qualified and dedicated teachers to schools in these communities and will
change the attitude of young people towards the teaching profession and youth will
study to become teachers.

CONCLUSIONS
From the finding of data analysis the following conclusions were drawn.
* Teachers did not perceive oil exploration firms as contributing to the educational
development of Oguta L.G.A.
* Teachers do not receive any benefits from the contributions of oil exploration firms.
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Note from the Editor: When I first met Chiwundu 3 1/2 years ago via email, his goal was to use his youth to help end hunger and pover-
ty in the Niger Delta, where oil companies have plundered and polluted the land and ignored the people left behind in poverty with little
access to education. When he traveled there to interview teachers, he found some schools abandoned or in chaos. The photo was taken
by Nneji Chisom after he did his proposal for research to earn his Master’s degree. in Food Science and Technology. He’s developing a
weaning product for babies in the Niger Delta area made from local, underutilized legumes. He needs about $1,000 to finish the project
and get his degree after working had for two years to reach this final point. Please say a prayer that he find the money he needs soon.
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How Buddhist Meditation Kept

the Thai Boys Calm in the

Submitted by C.B., Blairs Mills, PA

The boys’ coach lived in
a Buddhist monastery for a
decade and taught them to
meditate in the cave.

By Eliza Barclay @
Vox: July 12,2018

When the 12 Thai boys who were trapped
in a cave (and were rescued one-by-one)
were first discovered by British divers last
Monday, they were reportedly meditating.
“Look at how calm they were sitting there
waiting. No one was crying or anything.
It was astonishing,” the mother of one of
the boys told the AP, referring to a widely-
shared video of the moment the boys were
found.

Turns out that their coach, Ekapol Chan-
thawong, who led them on a hike into the
cave when it flooded on June 23, trained in
meditation as a Buddhist monk for a decade
before becoming a soccer coach.

According to multiple news sources, he
taught the boys, ages 11 to 16, to meditate
in the cave to keep them calm and preserve
their energy through their two-week ordeal.
And British diver Ben Reymenants, who

Photo by Fran Staret
Seen on the streets of Philadelphia.

was involved with the rescue operation, told
Vox on Thursday that each of the boys did
an hour of meditation with the coach before
they were brought out of the cave between
Sunday and Tuesday.

“He could meditate up to an hour,” Eka-
pol’s aunt, Tham Chanthawong, told the AP.
“It has definitely helped him and probably
helps the boys to stay calm”

Ekapol, 25, went to live in a monastery at
age 12 after he was orphaned. According the
Straits Times, he trained to be a monk for 10
years at a monastery in Mae Sai, Thailand,
but left to care for a sick grandmother. He
then was hired to be the assistant coach of
the team, known as the Wild Boars.

Coach Ake, as he is known, still main-
tains close contacts at the monastery. The
abbot there told the Wall Street Journal,
“He’s a responsible young man who medi-
tates regularly”

That meditation would be a useful prac-
tice in an extremely stressful situation like
being trapped in a cave is really no surprise.
Buddhist meditation has been around for
2,600 years, since the Buddha began teach-
ing it as tool for achieving clarity and peace
of mind, and ultimately, liberation from suf-
fering.

Recently, scientific researchers have
shown in clinical settings that mindfulness
meditation (a specific meditation practice

Cave

Photo: Thai Navy Seals
Ekapol Chanthawong, left, is the 25-year-old coach of the trapped boys who taught them
to meditate to stay calm in the cave.

and one that’s taught in Thai Buddhism and
elsewhere around the world) can reduce
anxiety and depression, as well as pain.
Though there are few randomized con-
trol trials on meditation and mental health,
a 2014 meta analysis by Johns Hopkins re-
searchers for the Agency for Healthcare Re-
search and Quality found that meditation,
and in particular mindfulness, can have a
role in treating depression, anxiety and pain
in adults — as much as medications but with
no side effects. Meditation can also, to a
lesser degree, reduce the toll of psychologi-
cal distress, the review found. The research
on kids is still fairly preliminary, though
more and more schools are implementing
mindfulness meditation programs.

Why Buddhism is True

As Brother Phap Dung, a senior disciple
of the Zen Buddhist master and author
Thich Nhat Hanh, told me in a 2016 in-
terview: In meditation, “youre cultivating
[peace, kindness, clarity] so you can offer it
to others. When you sit with someone who's
calm, you can become calm. If you sit with
someone who’s agitated and hateful, you can
become agitated and hateful”

Source: https://www.vox.
com/2018/7/9/17548512/thai-cave-rescue-
soccer-boys-meditation-buddhism
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The 10 Most Dangerous Countries for Women

Seven years ago a Thomson Reuters Foundation experts’ survey found the five most dangerous countries for women were seen to be Afghani-
stan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Pakistan, India and Somalia. This year they set out to see if the situation had changed. They expanded
their poll to the 10 most dangerous countries with some surprising results. They evaluated risks based on: Health, Culture & Religion, Non-
Sexual Violence, Sexual Violence, Discrimination and Human Trafficking. The poll made headlines and sparked debate around the world.
Source: http://poll2018.trust.org/country Photos by Reuters

#1 India was named as the most dangerous country for women after coming fourth
in the same survey seven years ago. The world’s second most populous nation, with 1.3
billion people, ranked as the most dangerous on three of the topic questions - the risk
of sexual violence and harassment against women, the danger women face from cul-
tural, tribal and traditional practices and the country where women are most in danger
of human trafficking including forced labor, sex slavery and domestic servitude. Vio-
lence against women in India has caused national and international outrage and protests
since the 2012 gang-rape and murder of a student on a bus in New Delhi. As India’s rape
epidemic gets worse by the year, critics have pointed fingers at Prime Minister Narendra
Modji’s government for not doing enough to protect women.

INDIA»

#2 Afghanistan was ranked as the second most dangerous country for women after top-
ping the poll in 2011. Nearly 17 years after the overthrow of the Taliban, many women
still face dire situations daily despite Western donors pumping billions of dollars into the
country. Afghanistan ranked as the most dangerous country for women on three of the
topic questions — the most dangerous in terms of non-sexual violence such as conflict-
related violence and domestic abuse, the worst access to health care and a lack of access
to economic resources and discrimination over jobs and land. Afghanistan was listed as
171 out of 188 countries in the United Nations Development Programme’s 2015 global
Gender Inequality Index. The United Nations has accused the Afghan state of allowing
widespread gender brutality to go unpunished by failing to prosecute criminal violence
against women who are often confined to the home and seen as subordinate to men.

#3 Syria was named as the third most dangerous country for women after seven years
of civil war which has decimated services across the country and killed about 510,000
people. Some 5.5 million Syrians are living as refugees in nearby countries and another
6.1 million of the 18 million population are still in Syria but forced to flee their homes.
Respondents ranked Syria as the second most dangerous country for women in terms
of access to health care and regards non-sexual violence, which includes conflict-related
violence as well as domestic abuse. Syria was a joint third with the United States with
regards to the risks women faced of sexual violence and harassment and named seventh
worst for lack of access to economic resources.

SYRIA»

#4 Somalia was ranked as the fourth most dangerous country for women after coming
in fifth in the 2011 poll. The impoverished country located in the Horn of Africa has
been mired in conflict since 1991 with the government struggling to assert control over
poor, rural areas under the Islamist militant group al Shabaab. The United Nations has
estimated about 6.2 million people in Somalia - half the population - need emergency
aid, such as food, water and shelter, due to the conflict and unprecedented drought. The
poll ranked Somalia as the third most dangerous country for women in terms of access
to health care and for putting them at risk of harmful cultural and traditional practices.
Somalia was named as the fifth worst country in terms of women having access to eco-
nomic resources, tied ninth when it came to non-sexual violence such as conflict-related
violence, and tied 10" on sexual violence.

#5 Saudi Arabia was ranked as the fifth most dangerous country for women. The con-
c servative kingdom was named the second worst country in terms of economic access and
SAUDI ARABIA» discriminati S : oo IS :
iscrimination which includes job discrimination, discriminatory property rights and
' an inability to make a livelihood. It came in fifth in terms of the risks women face from
cultural, religious and traditional practices and seventh regarding non-sexual violence
including domestic abuse. Saudi Arabia has made headlines in recent years for moves
to boost female participation in the workforce from the current 19 percent and for lift-
ing a decades-long ban on women driving. But customary gender segregation in most
workplaces still limits the way in which women can be employed and a guardianship
law by which women need permission from a male relative to travel abroad, marry and
other activities remains in place. Saudi Arabia has come under international fire in recent
months for the arrest and jailing of some women’s rights activists.

-




Women continued from

The Go-Back Club #41, August 2018: Page 13

#6 Pakistan was ranked as the sixth most dangerous country for women
after coming in third in the 2011 poll. Pakistan was named as the fourth
worst nation when it came to economic resources and discrimination in
the workplace and regarding land, and also regarding the risks women
faced from cultural, religious and traditional practice including so-called
“honor” killings. Pakistan ranked fifth when it came to non-sexual violence
including domestic abuse, and joint seventh regarding sexual violence and
harassment. World Bank data shows almost one in three married Pakistani
women report facing physical violence from their husbands, although in-
formal estimates are much higher. Rights groups say hundreds of women
and girls are killed in Pakistan each year by family members angered at
perceived damage to their “honor,"which may involve eloping, fraternizing
with men or any infringement of conservative values regarding women.

#7 The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) was named as the seventh
most dangerous country for women after coming second in the 2011 poll.
The United Nations has warned that millions of people face hellish living
conditions in DRC after years of factional bloodshed and lawlessness.
About 4.3 million people have been displaced amid endemic violence, in-
cluding machete attacks and gang rape, with NGOs saying this year that
women and children were being exposed to the “worst sexual abuse ever”
The vast Central African country ranked as the second most dangerous
country for women as regards sexual violence. It ranked between seventh
and ninth in four other questions including non-sexual violence, access to
health care, economic resources and cultural and traditional threats.

#8 Yemen was named as the eighth most dangerous country for women.
It ranked poorly on access to health care, economic resources, the risk of
cultural and traditional practices and non-sexual violence. Saudi Arabia
and regional arch-foe Iran are locked in a three-year-old proxy war in Ye-
men that has killed more than 10,000 people, displaced three million and
pushed the impoverished country to the verge of starvation. Yemen is still
reeling from the world’s most urgent humanitarian crisis where 22 million
people needed vital assistance.

#9 Nigeria was ranked as the ninth most dangerous country for women
with human rights groups accusing the country’s military of torture, rape
and killing civilians during its nine-year fight against Islamist insurgency
Boko Haram. The conflict has killed more than 30,000 people and spawned
one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises. Africa’s most populous coun-
try was named as the sixth worst nation regarding the risks women face
from cultural and traditional practices and tied 10™ when respondents
were asked about the risks of sexual violence. But Nigeria was named as the
fourth most dangerous country along with Russia when it came to human
trafficking. Studies have shown that tens of thousands of Nigerian women
have been trafficking into Europe for sexual exploitation.

#10 The United States ranked as the 10 most dangerous country for
women, the only Western nation to appear in the top 10. The United States
shot up in the rankings after tying joint third with Syria when respondents
were asked which was the most dangerous country for women in terms
of sexual violence including rape, sexual harassment, coercion into sex
and the lack of access to justice in rape cases. It was ranked sixth for non-
sexual violence. The survey was taken after the #MeToo campaign against
sexual harassment went viral in October last year as Hollywood movie mo-
gul Harvey Weinstein was accused of sexual misconduct by more than 70
women, some dating back decades. Hundreds of women have since pub-
licly accused powerful men in business, government and entertainment of
sexual misconduct and thousands have joined the #MeToo social media
movement to share stories of sexual harassment or abuse.
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Study: Pennsylvanians Who Live Near Fracking
Are More Likely To Be Depressed

Submitted by John Conner
Shade Gap, PA

By Kristina Marusic @
DailyClimate.org: July 27,2018

Stress and depression are higher among
those living closest to more and bigger
wells.

People who live near unconventional
natural gas operations such as fracking are
more likely to experience depression, ac-
cording to a new study.

For the study, which is the first of its kind
and published today in Scientific Reports, re-
searchers from the University of California
at Berkeley and Johns Hopkins University
looked at rates of depression in nearly 5,000
adults living in southwestern Pennsylvania’s
Marecellus shale region in 2015.

They found that people living near frack-
ing-related operations are more likely to be
depressed than the general population, and
that stress and depression went up among
people living closest to more and bigger
natural gas wells.

“Previously we've looked at the links be-
tween unconventional natural gas develop-
ment and things like asthma exacerbations,
migraine headaches and fatigue,” study co-
author Joan Casey, a post-doctoral scholar
at UC Berkeley’s School of Public Health,
told Environmental Health News. “The next
step was thinking about mental health, be-
cause we had a lot of anecdotal reports of
sleep disturbances and psychosocial stress
related to unconventional natural gas devel-
opment.”

By the end of 2015, 9,669 wells had been
drilled in Pennsylvania’s Marcellus shale, and
by 2016, the region led the nation in shale
gas production. While there have been other
small studies on the links between fracking
and depression, this is the first to investigate
a link between the two using a validated sur-
vey among a larger population.

The researchers compared data on the
number of wells, the phase of extraction and
the volume of production in order to group
residents into categories of “very low;” “low;’
“medium” and “high” levels of exposure to
fracking operations. To assess the severity
of depression symptoms, they used a patient
health questionnaire that included questions
like, “How often have you been bothered by
feeling down, depressed, hopeless?”

“People in the highest group of exposure
were 1.5 times more likely to have mild de-
pression symptoms than those in very low
exposure group,” Casey said, noting that the
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greatest increases in rates of depression oc-
curred among people with mild to moderate
symptoms living near high-volume fracking
operations. “Based on our observations, it
seemslikeliving near unconventional natural
gas development may not cause an increase
in diagnoses of severe major depressive dis-
orders, but might exacerbate symptoms in
those with mild or moderate depression and
create some depression and stress in other-
wise healthy people,” she added.

In order to minimize over-reporting of
depression symptoms among people con-
cerned about the industry’s environmen-
tal and health impacts, survey participants
weren't informed that the study was related
to fracking. While that strengthened the
study, Casey pointed out, was that it also
limited their ability to examine the causes
of depression in those living near fracking
operations.

“Some people in these communities
might have positive associations with natu-
ral gas extraction,” she pointed out. “Maybe
they’re leasing their land and getting eco-
nomic benefits, so it’s actually lessening
their symptoms, while others may only be
getting exposures and have concerns about
its health impacts, which could be worsen-
ing their symptoms.”

The researchers also looked at electronic
health records to determine whether there
was an increase in physician-diagnosed
sleep disorders or prescriptions for sleep
aids in the region, but did not observe an
increase in those instances associated with
proximity to fracking operations.

Another question unanswered by the
study is whether exposure to the chemicals
being released into the environment could
play a role in the increase of depression
symptoms among those living near uncon-
ventional natural gas operations.

“I think we've probably now done enough
epidemiological studies showing the links
between unconventional natural gas ex-
traction and health,” Casey said. “The next
step will be to tease apart what our expo-
sure pathways are. Is this being caused by air
pollution and volatile organic compounds?
Is it more about perception and psychoso-
cial stressors than actual exposure? We just
don’t know the answers to these questions,
and I think to be able to move forward, we
have to start unraveling those mysteries”

Source: https://www.dailyclimate.org/penn-
sylvanians-who-live-near-fracking-are-
more-likely-to-be-depressed-2590340536.
html
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Global Climate Movement Celebrates as Ireland
Set to Become First Country
to Fully Divest From Fossil Fuels

Submitted by John Conner
Shade Gap, PA

“Countries the world over
must now urgently follow
Ireland’s lead.”

By Jessica Corbett
Common Dreams: July 12, 2018

Climate activists across the globe cel-
ebrated Thursday after the lower house of
the Irish legislature passed a divestment
bill with support from all parties, effectively
ensuring that Ireland will become the first
nation in the world to fully divest public
money from the fossil fuel industry.

“This week, packed with divestment an-
nouncements from churches, universities
and now the first full divestment by a na-
tional government, is sending a clear signal
that breaking the ties with fossil fuel compa-
nies is becoming the new norm: investing in
them is no longer economically viable nor
morally right,” responded Nicolo Wojewoda
of 350.org Europe. “The only way to mean-
ingfully address the climate crisis is to stop
funneling money into the fossil fuel indus-
try and instead to support the momentous
rise of renewable energy”

“The groundswell that's been building
around the planet for divestment derives its
power from everyone working together to-
ward the same end. It’s all one big fight. And
were winning more and more of that fight,”
declared 350.0rg co-founder Bill McKibben.
“Irish activists have done amazing work
to make this happen — I've watched with
awe as activists from environmental groups
and the Catholic social justice movement
have transformed the debate in the coun-
try; McKibben added, turning to Twitter to
highlight a few key groups:

“The landmark divestment debate in the
Irish Parliament this a.m. was full of tributes
to the campaigners @Trocaire, who deserve
so much credit (Hi Lorna Gold). Also @SCC_
Ireland @foeireland and the amazing student
divestment campaigners from Galway, Trin-
ity and Queens Belfast”

Calling the vote a “massive victory,” au-
thor and activist Naomi Klein retweeted Bill
McKibben:

“Breaking my two-weeks off social media
(so far) to amplify this massive victory for our
movements (not to mention our hopes for a

0 o .
Photo: https://twitter.com/trocaire

Climate activists across the globe celebrated after the lower house of the Irish legislature
passed a divestment bill with support from all parties, effectively ensuring that Ireland
will become the first nation in the world to fully divest public money from the fossil fuel

industry.

habitable planet). Way to go Ireland!!!l”

The Fossil Fuel Divestment Bill, passed
Thursday by the Ddil Eireann, mandates
that the €8.9 billion ($10.4 billion) Ireland
Strategic Investment Fund divest all invest-
ments in coal, oil, peat and gas “as soon as
practicable” but within five years, and bars
future investments in the industry. The bill,
the Guardian reports, “is expected to pass
rapidly through the upper house, meaning
it could become law before the end of the
year”

“The [divestment] movement is high-
lighting the need to stop investing in the ex-
pansion of a global industry which must be
brought into managed decline if catastroph-
ic climate change is to be averted,” Thomas
Pringle, the lawmaker who introduced the
bill, told the Guardian. “Ireland, by divest-
ing, is sending a clear message that the Irish
public and the international community
are ready to think and act beyond narrow,
short-term vested interests”

“For once, Ireland is a genuine climate
leader, not a laggard,” reacted Friends of the
Earth Ireland director Oisin Coghlan. Last
month, Climate Action Network Europe’s
Off Target report ranked Ireland as the sec-

ond-worst country in the European Union
in terms of taking steps to address the global
crisis.

The Ddil has just passed @ThomasPrin-
gleTD’s #Divestment Bill, to make Ireland
the first state in the world to move to pull
all its sovereign funds out of fossil fuels. For
once, Ireland is a genuine climate leader, not
alaggard. Onward, in hope, to build a #Fos-
silFree future.

Global Legal Action Network’s Gerry Li-
ston, who drafted the measure, emphasized
the need for other nations to make similar
moves.

“Governments will not meet their obli-
gations under the Paris agreement on cli-
mate change if they continue to financially
sustain the fossil fuel industry;,” Liston said.
“Countries the world over must now ur-
gently follow Ireland’s lead and divest from
fossil fuels”

Source: https://www.commondreams.org/
news/2018/07/12/global-climate-move-
ment-celebrates-ireland-set-become-first-
country-fully-divest
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‘The Pressure Is Working':

Watchdogs Welcome FCC'’s

‘Serious Concerns’ With Sinclair-Tribune Merger

Chairman Ajit Pai introduced
an order that would require
the merger applicants
to participate in an
administrative review process
often seen as a “deal-killer.”

By Jessica Corbett
Common Dreams: July 16,2018

“The pressure is working!” declared the
advocacy group Free Press, a critic of media
consolidation, in response to Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) Chairman
Ajit Pai’s remarks on Monday that he has
“serious concerns” about right-wing Sin-
clair Broadcast Group’s proposed $3.9 bil-
lion merger with Tribune Media.

In a statement announcing a draft order
that would require merger applicants to at-
tend a hearing in front of an administrative
law judge, Pai said Monday, “Based on a
thorough review of the record, I have seri-
ous concerns about the Sinclair/Tribune
transaction. The evidence we've received
suggests that certain station divestitures that
have been proposed to the FCC would allow
Sinclai