
Twenty years ago, I got a grant to work on the 
environment with high school students (and a few 
younger ones). As a former teacher, I thought of a 
way in which we could work together to compile a 
set of Student Action Guides. We  even had a pub-
lisher interested in our work who gave us a deadline. 
I created a huge calendar on which we could chart 
our progress and make sure we finished on time. 

There are eight sections with themes repeated in 
each of eight categories growing in importance as people start learning 
about issues: The Spirit of the Problem, Did You Know?, How to Learn 
More, Individual Actions, School-Wide Actions, Community-Wide Ac-
tions, Practicing Democracy, and Global Impact. 

On the following pages, most of the work you see was done by the stu-
dents. We were fortunate that some of them were artistic; all of them were 

intelligent and compassoinate and wanted to do as much as they could to 
protect our Earth home.

I’m sorry that these copies aren’t clear but I hope they give you some 
ideas of ways you might be able to get young people involved in the critical 
work of helping preserve all forms of life, human and non-human alike. 

Starting on page 66, you’ll see a Teacher’s Guide with ideas on how to or-
chestrate the flow of what I considred a logical way to develop global citizens. 
My ideas may not work in your school or your country, but you can at least see 
what the teenagers and I were doing 20 years ago. I loved working with them! 
Some of them had started environmental clubs in their schools. Eventually, we 
formed a union of about 10 schools in three or four counties. The kids enjoyed 
working and socializing together; that’s an important part of activism.

If you choose to do something like this with the young people you work 
with, I’ll be delighted to publish as much as I can and hopefully share your 
ideas with other readers. 

Student Action Guides Prepared by Teens and Children 
with Iona ‘s Guidance, Published 1992 by Sheed & Ward
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Our Motto: 
Use it up, wear it out, make it 

do, or do without.

Our Slogan: 
The way forward: 

cycle back to basics.

Our Word: INVINCIBLE

Mission of Our Journal 
The mission of Groundswell News is to be 

a beautiful, inspiring, uplifting journal which 
educates and enlightens people about climate 
change through scientific articles and stories 
by and about activists who are working to 
protect life on Earth and preserve natural 
resources. We are a global family.

What is the Grassroots Coalition?
John and Iona Conner started this non-

profit 501(c)(3) organization in 1990. The 
mission was and remains “dedicated to cre-
ating the critical mass of active participants 
needed to being ecological justice to this Earth 
by providing information and resources to in-
dividuals which encourage and assist them to 
make lifestyle changes beneficial to the envi-
ronment and to effectively grapple with local 
and global environmental concerns.”

Who are we trying to attract?
We hope to reach people who are con-

cerned about global warming and realize 
that they are part of the problem but don’t 
know what to do. We invite them to sign up 
for our newspaper. Please tell your family 

and friends about us. 
What are we trying to achieve?
We want to rapidly increase the number 

of serious climate activists in the world and 
inspire them though stories from other ac-
tivisrs.  Our goal is to keep their spirits up, 
their energy strong, their hearts open, and 
their eyes bright and alive. 

Our Values
This journal is based on love for Earth, all 

people, all forms of life – plus air, clouds, rain, 
snow, weather, oceans, forests, etc. We love 
Nature. We respect everyone and are willing 
to share our experiences, both good and bad, 
with others who may profit from them. 

Guidelines for Submissions
I do not get directly involved in fundrais-

ing. To submit a story, write a regular article 
about your work and submit it in a Word 
document with 2 or 3 photos, including cap-
tions and photo credits and then email it to 
me at groundswellnews@pa.net. If you need 
funding, mention that in your last paragraph 
and be sure to give your contact informa-
tion. Please email Iona at groundswellnews@
pa.net for our Guidelines. 

What is the Grassroots Coalition
for Environmental and Economic Justice?      
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