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Pittsburgh Bans
Natural Gas Drilling

Adopts first-in-the-nation
ordinance; elevates right of
community to decide,
not corporations

The Community Environmental Legal
Defense Fund
Pennsylvania Community Rights Network

PITTSBURGH, November 16, 2010 —
Today, the Pittsburgh City Council unani-
mously adopted an ordinance banning cor-
porations from conducting natural gas
drilling in the city.

The ordinance was drafted by the Com-
munity Environmental Legal Defense Fund
(CELDF) at the invitation of Councilman
Bill Peduto and was introduced by Coun-
cilman Doug Shields.

Pittsburgh’s first-in-the-nation ordi-
nance confronts the threat of Marcellus
Shale drilling - an activity permitted by the
state which allows corporations to site
drilling activities over the wishes of a com-
munity.

Energy corporations are setting up shop
in communities across Pennsylvania to
drill for natural gas in the Marcellus Shale
formation. The gas extraction technique
known as “fracking” has been cited as a
threat to surface and groundwater and has
been blamed for fatal explosions, the con-
tamination of drinking water, local rivers
and streams. Collateral damage includes
lost property value, ingestion of toxins by
livestock, drying up of mortgage loans for
prospective home buyers and threatened
loss of organic certification for farmers in
affected communities.

Councilman Shields stated, “This ordi-
nance recognizes and secures expanded
civil rights for the people of Pittsburgh and
it prohibits activities which would violate
those rights. It protects the authority of the
people of Pittsburgh to pass this ordinance
by undoing corporate privileges that place
the rights of the people of Pittsburgh at the
mercy of gas corporations”

Shields added, “With this vote we are
asserting the right of the city to make criti-
cal decisions to protect our health, safety

and welfare. We are not a colony of the
state and will not sit quietly by as our city
gets drilled. We encourage communities
across the region to take this step and join
with us to elevate the rights of communi-
ties and people over corporations.”

CELDF’s Ben Price, who is engaging
with communities across the state seeking
to protect themselves from drilling, said,
“Communities are coming to recognize
that our state laws and government are not
in place to protect their interests but rather
the interests of private corporations”

Price applauded the city for taking a
stand on behalf of community rights.
“Some will say that the municipality doesn’t
have the authority to ban this noxious
practice associated with gas drilling. The
only way that’s true is if the state has the
authority to strip the residents of their
rights and it doesn't”

Under the ordinance, corporations that
violate the ordinance or that seek to drill in
the city will not be afforded “personhood”
rights under the U.S. or Pennsylvania Con-
stitution, nor will they be afforded protec-
tions under the Commerce Clause or Con-
tracts Clause under the federal or state
constitution.

In addition, the ordinance recognizes
the legally enforceable Rights of Nature to
exist and flourish. Residents of the city
shall possess legal standing to enforce
those rights on behalf of natural communi-
ties and ecosystems.

The Community Environmental Legal
Defense Fund, located in Chambersburg,
Pennsylvania, has been working with peo-
ple in Pennsylvania since 1995 to assert
their fundamental rights to democratic
local self-governance and to enact laws
which end destructive and rights-denying
corporate action aided and abetted by
state and federal governments.

CONTACT: Ben Price, (717) 254-3233;
benprice@celdf.org or Mari Margil, Asso-
ciate Director, Community Environmental
Legal Defense Fund, at 503-381-1755;
Skype: mari.margil; mmargil@celdf.org;
www.celdf.org.
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Photo by Iona

People came from 26 states, The Onondaga Nation, Canada and Germany to share their stories, ideas and goals on
combating the horrors of natural gas drilling and create a plan to deal with this rapidly-growing issue.

National Gathering of Anti-Fracking
Activists in Pittsburgh Days After
Ban on Drilling is Enacted There

BylIona
Shade Gap, Pennsylvania

People are sick and sick of natural
gas drilling ruining their communities,
their health, their land, their property
values and all that they hold dear.

I and over 200 others went to the
seventh People's Oil and Gas Sum-
mit sponsored by Earthworks in
P1ttsburgh on November 19th and
20th because OE has been follow-
ing hydraulic fracturing for a long,
long time, this was relatively close to
home, I was able to work out my work
schedule to attend and I am always
rejuvenated when I'm with sister/fel-

low environmentalists.

This conference was organized by
people from the West who have been
fighting gas and oil drilling malprac-
tices for decades and now the East is
getting involved so this meeting was
very important because it brought
together the entire country, including
people from Germany (a film crew),
The Onondaga Nation of New York
and Canada.

BUT this issue is not just environ-
mental - it is about health, politics,
the economy, human rights, nature's
rights, democracy, property values,
social values, clean water, clean air -
things that matter to everyone.

I took notes furiously and will do
my best to give you the essence of the
meeting. The speakers were excellent
and moving, the visuals outstanding
and the spirit of the audience hushed
and attentive. I was only able to attend
one of two days but everything is on
the Earthworks' Web site: earthworks-
action.org.

Hydraulic fracturing to force
natural gas out of the Earth has the
potential to contaminate nearly all
of the drinking water in our country
so people everywhere need to get
involved. I hope to see you all at next
year's gathering and I hope to be able
to stay for the entire event next time.

Panel 1: Health Impacts from Drilling,

Fracking, Waste Pits and Gas Production

(N scaman sy

Panel 2: Community

Jill Morrison of the
Powder River Basin
Resource Council in
Wyoming, told every-
one about the social
problems communi-
ties encounter when

come to town. Crime
rates rise, roads dete-

sleepy truck drivers
threatening normal
drivers, more sex

was discussed in the
Casper Star Tribune on

gas drilling operations

riorate, there are more

crimes are committed.
One example of this

Socio-Economic Impacts

of Natural Gas Development

Photo by Iona
(left to right) John Fenton (Pavillion, Wyoming, in movie Gasland); Lisa Parr (severe health effects
for her and her eight-year-old daughter in Texas); Wilma Subra (health surveys done in Texas and
Wyoming); Wes Wilson (filling in for Theo Colburn) and "Texas Sharon" ("I never wanted to be
Texas Sharon").

John Fenton of Pavilion, Wyoming, said he has experienced "horrible impacts from shoddy workman-
ship" and that Wyoming has had nearly every corner touched by gas drilling. There are 24 gas wells on his
property, some as close as 250 feet to his ranch.

Gas company representatives told him they would be "good neighbors" by providing jobs and making
their community rich but Fenton said they only made themselves rich. The contaminated dust blows all over
the dry land. "You can smell it, you can taste it, it drips from the air," he says. We're out there working in it,
too. They are sacrificing the young men who are working. "This can't go on in this country; it's people like us
who are going to make this go away."

He pointed to a map of the area where he lives and explained that the gas wells are so thick that "I didn't

See Panel 1 on page 3

August 20, 2007: "Many
of those workers are
considered to be the
riskiest kind of driver

- young men willing to
take chances and reluc-
tant to wear seat belts. They're also bringing more alcohol and drugs onto the highways and they gobble

up hotel rooms, forcing sleepy travelers in some cases to stay behind the wheel. 'There definitely are a lot

of guys who are pushing the envelope,’ said Brian Bragonier, a Wyoming Highway Patrol trooper who was
stationed near the heart of one of the state's busiest natural gas fields at Wamsutter."

Another example is road dust, as chronicled April 6, 2005 in the Star-Tribune: "From a distance, the entire
valley is under a long, dense haze. And when driving on the gravel Clarkelen Road, down the center of the
haze, tractor-trailers rush past trailing thick plumes of dust that make it impossible to see oncoming traffic.

"It's a health issue, not only for people but for crops, livestock and the wildlife," said Mildred Marquiss,
who has lived with her husband on Clarkelen Road for 18 years. Commissioners had set aside about $5
million in the annual budget for the road and bridge department. However, the county has a limited num-
ber of trucks that can haul dust-controlling material from outside the county, Weakly said. Also, the county
is scrambling for what seems to be a limited supply of roto-mill, or asphalt."

"When driving on the gravel Clarkelen Road, down the center of the haze,
tractor-trailers rush past trailing thick plumes of dust that make it impos-
sible to see oncoming traffic."”

See Panel 2 on page 4
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Learn, Feel, Think and Act

When Civilization Comes Crashing Down
From Endgame by Derrick Jensen (2006)

here are a number of rea-

sons why my analysis of
whether the urban poor could sur-
vive without civilization is bullshit.
The first is that anytime anyone
makes a prediction, that person
should expect to be wrong. I can no
more predict the outcome of such a
complex set of actions as the end of
civilization - whatever that means
- than I could have predicted the
Tampa Bay Devil Rays would lose
more than a hundred games in
2002.Well, okay, I might have been
able to predict that latter.

I do not know what will happen
when civilization comes down,
whether through ecological col-
lapse or the efforts of those humans
who resist it. Will the urban poor
starve? With the removal of current
power structures - which is cer-
tainly part of what I'm talking about
- along with the cops who keep
these power structures in place, will
the poor take food from the rich?
Will cops become even more vio-
lent than they already are? Will cit-
ies turn into battlegrounds?

Or will the poor form collec-
tives to take care of themselves and
their neighbors, and take idle land
from the rich to grow their own
food? Will the poor be able to keep
the food they grow? Will they be
able to stay alive until their first
crops come in? Will the rich hire
(or convince) police to keep the
poor from doing this? Will police
do this simply on principle? Will
police take the food for them-
selves? What will be the response
on the part of the poor?

Further, will violence against
the natural world get worse? Will it
shift its locus from the colonies

closer to the heart of empire?

I was recently in New England,
and someone there commented
that local trees had grown back
over the last hundred years. He
took that as a good sign: the people
of the region had finally learned to
not deforest their own backyards. I
took it more as a sign of the
increased reach of civilization:
technological and social innovation
have enabled these Yankees to
deforest the globe - when they
want wood fiber, they now come
calling to someone else’s backyard.

The point is that when global
trade collapses - global trade is
another part of civilization that
needs to go - if these people want
fiber, they will once again cut the
trees closest to them. But they won’t
be able to reach around the world.
Will that inability be a good thing?
I think so.

But the real point is that I don’t
know what will happen.

Here’s what I do know: the glob-
al industrial economy is the engine
for massive environmental degra-
dation and massive human (and
nonhuman) impoverishment. The
more this economy can be slowed,
the less damage will be caused to
the world and the better the planet
will be able to continue to support
human (and nonhuman) life.

I also know that right now none
of these urban poor die of starva-
tion. They die of colonialism.

As T mentioned before, while
three hundred and fifty million
people go hungry in India, former
granaries in that country export
tulips and dog food to Europe.
While these same hundreds of mil-
lions starve, “their” government

attempts to dump sixty million tons
of grain into the ocean, because it
cannot find export markets for that
grain, and because it will not dis-
tribute food to those who cannot
pay.

Seventy-eight percent of the
countries reporting child malnutri-
tion export food. During the much-
publicized famine in Ethiopia dur-
ing the 1980s, that country export-
ed green beans to Europe. During
the infamous potato famine, Ire-
land exported grain to England
(and part of the reason the potato
blight took hold in the first place
was that the Irish were pushed to
the poorest land).

Sure, there are too many people
on the planet. Someday there will
be fewer. But right now there is
enough food to go around, enough,
in fact, to make everyone fat: 4.3
pounds of food per person per day,
around the world. This despite the
exportation of non-food crops like

e

coffee, tobacco, tulips, opium, and
cocaine grown on land used for
food production before the (often-
forced) entry of the global econo-
my, land that will be used again for
local food production once the
global economy collapses.

This also despite the use of so
much land for nonproductive ends
such as roads and parking lots.
Pavement now covers over 60,000
square miles just in the United
States. Thats two percent of the
surface area and 10 percent of the
arable land.

Here’s another reason my analy-
sis of whether the urban poor
would suffer more from civiliza-
tion’s crash than its continuation is
bullshit, and this forms the twelfth
premise of this book:

There are no rich people in the
world, and there are no poor peo-
ple. There are just people. The rich
may have lots of pieces of green
paper that many pretend are worth

something - or their presumed
riches may be even more abstract:
numbers on hard drives at banks
- and the poor may not. These
“rich” claim they own land, and
the “poor” are often denied the
right to make that same claim. A
primary purpose of the police is to
enforce the delusions of those with
lots of pieces of green paper. Those
without the green papers generally
buy into these delusions almost as
quickly and completely as those
with. These delusions carry with
them extreme consequences in the
real world.

But really there are just people.
None rich. None poor. Except in
our minds.

And so people starve.

When I predicted the urban
poor might suffer under civiliza-
tions collapse, I may have been
falling once again under the spell of
the abuser who says we cannot sur-
vive without him.

When civilization falls, many of
those who die - or at least those
who starve, which is what we're
talking about right now - will be
those who continue to believe what
may be the central delusion of this
culture, the delusion that there are
rich and there are poor, that mon-
etary wealth - and by extension
food, and land (which means food)
- is held by anything other than
social contract and force.

If the “poor” do not fall under
this spell, and they can convince
enough others it’s not immoral to
defend themselves from the hired
guns of the (formerly) rich, there is
a good chance they will survive.

My statement that ownership is
merely based on shared social delu-

sion is not entirely accurate. First,
we all know that the civilized notion
of ownership is in truth based on
force: the acquisition and mainte-
nance of the property of the rich is
the central motivating factor impel-
ling nearly all state violence.

But theres a deeper point to be
made here, having to do with the
mixing of ones body and the soil.
When I say that I'm living on
Tolowa land, I don’t mean to imply
that their ownership of this land is
delusional, or even that it is based
on social convention.

Quite the contrary. They belong
to the land, as the land belongs to
them. It is still ownership, but not
in the way that the civilized mean
it.

Typically when we the civilized
speak of owning something, it
means a person has the right to do
what he wishes with it, to destroy it
if he so pleases. It's my computer, so
if I want to throw it off a cliff,
nobody can stop me.

But this other type of ownership
has to do with responsibilities, and
it has to do with the deal we spoke
of earlier between predator and
prey. If you live on a piece of land
- if you own a piece of land - if you
consume the flesh that is on that
land, you are now responsible for
the continuation of that land and its
health.

You are now responsible for the
health of all the various communi-
ties who share that land with you.
And because members of this com-
munity will consume your flesh, too,
they will be just as responsible for
the continuation and health of your
community. At that point you will
own the land, and it will own you.
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Special Gas Drilling Report

Panel I continued from page 1

John Fenton's "friendly neighborhood" gas drillers.

have room for our home." His
home now looks like it's in the
middle of an industrial park..
There is a tank 220 feet from his
front door. There was a steady
column of volatile organic va-
pors coming out of that tank
and it took two years to get a
four-inch pipe fitting cap on it.

Fenton's friend, Luis Meeks,
was told there was nothing
wrong with his water yet he
was required to ventilate his
bathrooms, kitchen and laun-
dry room so his house wouldn't
blow up.

"Our water fizzes like soda
water; there are old pits and
drilling practices have been go-
ing on for years. In Pavilion,
people are sick; I see people
that change from day to day
who can't function; when they
leave for a few days they regain
their functioning ability."

Fenton and his friends are
“outdoor men" and they end up
with muscle weakness and pain
but they were healthy before
the drilling started.

He told the audience, "You've
got to have the courage to stand
up and stick together and you've
got to tell these people they're
not going to run over us."

Fenton home inveloped in a cloud
released during a frack!!
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Map of the area where John Fenton lives is so full of well markers
that it was impossible for him to show the audience his home.

John Fenton's Story

Photos courtesy John Fenton

John Fenton

« Siezures

= Cancer

Pavillion people are sick!!!

» Neuropathy and nerve pain

* Loss of sense of smell and taste as well as
phantom smells.

» Chronic headaches
= Degradation of mental function

» Reproductive disorders
* Muscle weakness, joint and bone pain

« Phenols

« Isobutane

+ Napthalene
+ Total petroleum hydrocarbons

Chemical exposure via private water

wells.

+ Thermogenic Methane

« Tris 2-butoxyethanol phosphate (2 BE-P)
+ Adamantane compounds

+ Ethane,Propanes,Butanes,Pentanes,Hexanes,
Heptanes and Octanes

Shallow water contamination.

Monitoring wells indicate high levels of
petroleum compounds.

Benzene, Xylene, Methylcyclo-hexane,
Napthalene and Phenol

This shallow groundwater is hydrologically
connected 1o the drinking water aquifers!ii

The dream home in Texas Lisa Parr's family had to abandon in
order to save their lives after gas drilling nearby brought her close
to death and made her daughter and husband sick also.

Lisa Parr's Story

Family So Sick They Are Forced
to Abandoned Dream Home

Lisa Parr and her eight-year-
old daughter got so sick after mov-
ing into the beautiful home her
new husband designed and built
that she was on the "60 Minutes"
program about gas drilling. The
problem with the beautiful home
was that it was surrounded by 21
gas wells plunging into the Barnett
Shale in Texas.

Parr started getting sicker and
sicker after she moved in. She had
rashes, was throwing up "foamy
stuff," started stumbling around
the house and shook so much in
bed that her husband said it felt
like an earthquake. She was so bad
off that, though a young woman,
she was under home health care.

Meanwhile, her daughter began
having nosebleeds so painful that
she screamed in agony. Her hus-
band developed pains in his joints
and also had nosebleeds, three to
four a week, often simultaneously
with her daughter's. There are no
wells on their property; the near-
est well is 300 yards away and
pipelines went under their house
without their permission.

Whenever Parr sent her daugh-
ter away for a weekend, the girl's
health would improve and her
rash would go away.

Sometimes Parr was so sick that

she suffered from mass confusion
and stumbled around the house
and fell. Her daughter would try
to pick her up and wouldn't leave
her side. The methane level in the
house was found to be at asphyxi-
ation level.

On July 25t this year, they
smelled a heavy odor while check-
ing their cattle and found mas-
sive plumes. Two calves were de-
formed. Parr worries that the 30
tons of beef the family produced
were contaminated. And they
haven't seen any wildlife for the
past several months.

"We're people who live off the
land growing our own vegetables,
hunting, raising beef . . . This op-
eration has torn up a very pretty,
peaceful valley," Parr explained.

Finally, in desperation, Parr
went to an environmental doctor
who said hers was the worst case
of chemical poisoning he'd ever
seen. She had 19 chemicals in her
lungs and blood, the worst being
hydrochloric acid from fracking.
He advised them to move: "You
will spend more time and money
on doctors, hospitals, chemother-
apy and mortuaries” than on the
move, leaving their dream house
behind.

"So many tears have been shed
that we could fill up a bathtub,"
she told the silent crowd.

Health Studies Help
Neighborhoods

Wilma Subra, winner of a
MacArthur Foundation genius
award for her work with com-
munities affected by gas drilling,
developed health questionnaires
for two communities DISH, Tex-
as and Pavillion, Wyoming.

In DISH, 31 people partici-
pated between the ages of 4 and
69. There are 11 compression
stations, gas-metering stations
and transmission pipelines any-
where from 50 feet to two miles
from the respondents. There
were odor events and health ef-
fects for 90% of the people in the
survey including 165 medical
symptoms and diseases, some of
which are chronic so that people
will suffer for the rest of their
lives. Many are carcinogenic
and neurotoxic. [Ed.: For car-
cinogens, the only "safe” exposure
level is zero.]

In Pavillion, 16 people par-
ticipated and the final report was
released in August 2010. The dis-
tances from gas facilities ranged
from 250 feet to four miles. There
were odor events twice a day for
an average of 20 days per month.
BUT one of the effects of some
of these chemicals is a loss of the
sense of smell so you no longer
can tell when and if you are being
exposed. For these people, there
were 128 medical symptoms and
diseases.

The water wells were sampled
with Superfund money, a very
unusual occurrence. Forty-six
percent of the health impacts are
from the water. People are ad-
vised not to drink or cook with
their water but they may still
bathe or shower with it.

Seventy-seven percent of the
most prevalent medical prob-
lems are directly traceable to
drilling. These communities are
doing a great job, said Subra,
but the agencies need to provide
ongoing monitoring of water
wells, evaluate exposures of in-
dividuals and provide appropri-
ate medical care. Currently the
only agency endowed with the
ability to provide medical care is
the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry.

It is important to decrease
emissions and exposures in the
communities, Subra concluded.

DISH, Texas: 165 Medical
Symptoms and Diseases Reported

Most Prevalent Number of People | Percent of People
Medical Condition Surveyed with Problem
Sinus Problems 18 58
Throat Irritation 17 55
Allergies 17 55
Weakness/Fatigue 17 55
Eye Irritation 16 52
Nasal Irritation 15 48
Joint Pain 14 45
Muscle Aches/Pains 13 42
Breathing Dificulties 13 42
Vision Impairment 13 42
Severe Headaches 12 39
Sleep Disturbances 12 39
Swollen/Painful Joints 12 39
Frequent Irritation 10 32

DISH, 71% of Population had Respiratory Impacts

Sinus Problems 18/31 58
Throat Irritation 17/31 55
Breathing Difficulties 13/31 42
Wheezing 9/31 29
Bronchitis 7/31 23
TOTAL 22/31 71%

Pavillion: 128 Medical Symptoms
and Diseases Reported

Medical Condition

Number of People
Surveyed

Memory Loss

Feeling Weak & Tired

Throat Irritation

Sinus Problems

High Blood Pressure

Muscle Aches or Pains

Forgetfulness

Recall Problems

Breathing Difficulties

Eyes Burning

Joint Pain

Decrease in Vision

Sleep Disorder
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TOTAL

13/16

Pavillion, 81% of Population had Respiratory Impacts

Chemicals and
Health Impacts

World-famous Dr. Theo Col-
burn (author of Our Stolen Fu-
ture many years ago and founder
of The Endocrine Disruptor
Exchange) wasn't able to attend
but Wes Wilson (an EPA whis-
tle-blower who pointed out that
some members of the EPA frack-
ing study may benefit from not
having a strong report) delivered
her speech for her.

The goal was to have full dis-
closure of fracking chemicals.
There are 944 products being used
underground to force the gas out
but only half of the manufacturers
provided names for the chemi-
cals. Of those, 353 are identified
by a chemical abstract. In other
words, most of the health effects
are unobtainable.

BUT no matter how they broke
out the chemicals, the health pro-
files matched the citizens' com-
plaints. Some of these chemicals
are so toxic that they had effects
in every single column of the slide
which went along with that part
of the presentation.

Volatile chemicals are inhaled,
ingested and absorbed through
the skin. People don't necessarily
see a doctor when they start hav-
ing some symptoms and even if
they did, many doctors wouldn't
know what was going on.

Industry claims that the con-
centrations are so low that there
won't be problems; however,
more than 90 TONS can be used
in fracking one well since it may
use one million gallons of water.

One of the worst chemicals
is 2-butoxy-ethanol (2-BE). It's
odorless, colorless, evaporates at
room temperature and most doc-
tors or veterinarians would not
recognize it. 2-BE used to be used
in Windex and it carried the label
"not for internal or external use."

2-BE is also the toxic disper-
sant used in the BP oil spill last
summer. It persists for years un-
derground and dissolves the walls
of red blood cells, causing them
to break down. That's why people
exposed to fracking chemicals
get bloody noses, bloody eyes and
ears and blood in their urine.

On the other hand, there are
some chemicals that should re-
main underground but are being
released along with the methane
and gas like selenium, uranium
and radioactive components of
underground materials. Half of
these chemicals are not revealed.

"The Lost Cohort" is the work-
ers under contract for fracking
companies. "These workers could
have a job for as long as the wells
are producing - if they live that
long."

There is a visible haze coming
off the trucks as they fill and emp-
ty. Drivers stand around in that
polluted air and wait. Further-
more, maintenance workers and
those who actually climb down
into the tanks and clean them are
exposed for hours on end.

Paraffin could be added to
fracking fluids as an indicator.
We can smell paraffin so, if we
smell that, then other things are
being emitted. One company
has already agreed to introduce
a unique isotope to their fracking
fluid so it can be traced.

In 2005's Energy Act, frack-
ing was removed from the law.
In 2004, Wilson said he was piv-
otal in letting Congress know that
EPA committed fraud. Henry
Waxman supported Wilson's re-
quest for an independent investi-
gation. Wilson said, as a scientist,
he'd never seen a report that con-
cluded, "there is no further study
necessary."

"Texas Sharon" advised any-
one living in an area that might
be fracked to get baseline testing
so that they can prove their water
was normal before the drilling
started. One community did that
and found 54 new chemicals. That
test served as evidence for them.

Just six weeks ago, Wyoming
passed a bill requiring gas-drilling
companies to release the contents
of their fracking fluids by well
and by chemical abstracts. (See
page 4.)

During the Q&A session, John
Fenton reminded everyone that
the rules are only as good as the
enforcement. It's up to us to make
sure they've "got their boots on
the ground looking after these

assholes because we need to
police them."
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40 Organizations

Sponsored the Summit

Forty organizations from
across the country co-sponsored
the 2010 National People’s Oil
and Gas Summit. These groups
include:

« EARTHWORKS Oil & Gas
Accountability Project (nation-
al)

o Argyle — Bartonville Com-
munities Alliance (Texas)

o Arkansans for Gas Drilling
Accountability (Arkansas)

o Binghamton Regional Sus-
tainability Coalition (New York)
- BRSC’s work on the gas issue
focuses on education and policy.
Board chair Chris Burger serves
on the Broome County Legisla-
ture's Gas Task Force as well as
the New York State Sierra Club
Gas Drilling Task Force.

o Catskill Citizens for Safe
Energy (New York) - CCSE is an
all volunteer grassroots organi-
zation intended to give residents
a voice regarding unconventional
shale gas extraction. Their Web
site has a current Newsroom, a
comprehensive Learn More sec-
tion and advocacy campaigns.
They also engage in educational
outreach and lobbying.

o Catskill Mountainkeeper
(New York)

» Citizens Against Resource
Exploitation (Arkansas)

o Clean Water Action (nation-

al)

e Clean Water Network
(national)

o Cook Inletkeeper (Arkan-
sas)

o Dallas Area Residents for
Responsible Drilling (Texas)

o Damascus Citizens for Sus-
tainability (New York)

o Delaware Riverkeeper Net-
work (Pennsylvania)

e Double Oak Cares (Texas)

o Downwinders At Risk
(Texas) is a 17-year old local
clean air group headquartered in
Dallas-Ft. Worth (DFW). They’re
trying to use the clean air plan-
ning process for ozone reduc-
tion, known as a “State Imple-
mentation Plan,” to impose
regional standards and air pollu-
tion controls on Barnett Shale
facilities that contribute to DEW’s
chronic smog problem.

« Dryden Resource Awareness
Coalition (New York)

o Environmental Working
Group (national)

o Food and Water Watch
(national) — Two recent efforts
have worked against risky and
environmentally harmful prac-
tices of the oil and gas industry.
They have worked in partnership
with local groups in New York,
Pennsylvania and other states
across the country to stop the
rapid expansion of the natural
gas industry.

o Fort Worth CAN DO
(Texas)

o Marcellus
(Pennsylvania)

» Mineral Owners for Respon-
sible Action and Land Safety,
MORALS (Texas)

o National Alliance for Drill-

Shale Protest

ing Reform (national)

o Native Action (Northern
Cheyenne Reservation)

« Natural Resources Defense
Council (national)

« Northeast Ohio Gas Account-
ability Project (Ohio)

o PA Forest Coalition (Penn-
sylvania)

o Park Foundation (Eastern
us)

o PennEnvironment (Pennsyl-
vania) - PennEnvironment is
working to preserve and protect
Pennsylvania’s precious water-
ways, open spaces, farmlands
and public health from the
unwanted and dangerous effects
of Marcellus Shale gas drilling.

o Pennsylvania Alliance for
Clean Water and Air (Pennsylva-
nia) PACWA has been busy
spreading public awareness
throughout the Northcentral and
Northwest regions of Pennsylva-
nia. In July, 2010 they had a
meeting in DuBois titled “The
Truth About Marcellus Gas Drill-
ing,” which featured Ben Price of
CELDF and Bill Belitskus of
Allegheny Defense Project and
on September 24, 2010 they held
a public information meeting in
Brookville titled “Protect and
Prepare for the Natural Gas
Boom?”

o People for a Healthy Envi-
ronment, Inc. (New York)

« Powder River Basin Resource
Council (Wyoming)

« Responsible Drilling Alli-
ance (Pennsylvania)

e San Juan Citizens Alliance
(Colorado and New Mexico) San
Juan Citizens Alliance (SJCA)
has been working on social and
environmental justice issues in
the San Juan Basin of southwest
Colorado and northwest New
Mexico since 1986. As part of
that work, SJCA actively advo-
cates for regulation of the oil and
gas industry as that development
impacts our communities on
both public and private lands.

o Texans for Responsible and
Accountable Energy Develop-
ment (Texas)

o Texas Oil and Gas Account-
ability Project (Texas)

» Weitz & Lusenberg (nation-
al)

o Western Organization of
Resource Councils (Idaho, Mon-
tana, North Dakota, Oregon,
South Dakota, Wyoming)

o Wise County Alliance for
Responsible Drilling (Texas)

« West Virginia Surface Own-
ers' Rights Organization (West
Virginia)

» Wyoming Outdoor Council
(Wyoming) - WOC works to
ensure that all types of energy
development are regulated care-
fully so other values of these
lands - such as critical wildlife
habitat, fisheries, and recreation-
al opportunities — are preserved
for future generations.

Learn more about some of the
Summit co-sponsors and their
work on oil and gas issues at
earthworksaction.org.

Panel ’ continued from page 1

Stephanie Hallowich, of
Mount Pleasant (Hickory), Penn-
sylvania, is in a bind. Her dream
home has been surrounded by
industrial gas-drilling equip-
ment. Her neighbors are mad at
her, she can't sell her home, her
property values are zilch and
families around her are falling
apart. She has two young chil-
dren. They are trapped. Rental
prices are three to four times
normal rates because of the
influx of gas-drilling workers.

The closest well is 270 yards
from her home and there is an
impoundment 250 yards away. She
says there is a lot of wildlife
trapped there; they get in and can't
get out. There is also a compressor
station that's going to expand.
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People yell at her in church, in
the gas station, for speaking out.
‘I'm not affecting their property
values; the gas companies are
affecting the property values,"
she explained.

Her home has been on the
market for over three months
and, "Nobody has made it to the
front door. Once they see what's

Yellow dot =

/ Hollowich home

around us,
nobody
wants to buy
a house with
all this indus-
trial activity
in an A-1
Agricultural
zone." There
is a 'really
horrible, sick-
ening smell"
in the air.

An inspec-
tor came to

. Stephanie Hallowich's neighbors: four separate
monitor the 5wyt pads (approx. 270, 375, 380 and 700 yards)
air and the 12-million-gallon water impoundment (approx. 150
alarm  went yards), natural gas processing plant (approx. 300
Efef af) tS(())?lrtl 2Sf yards), natural gas compressor station (approx. 500
his %ar yards), meter station (approx. 500 yards), numer-

ous pipelines, numerous access roads.

ECONOMIC REALITY: TX
Barnett and Marcellus ?

d

Texas labor force has requisite skill set
» Texas has support industry network

» Gas company headquarters

Dallas-Ft. Worth Metroplex v. Rural NY

dustry.

Jeannette Barth, an economist
from New York, criticized Penn State
studies because they are highly biased
and ignore economic realities, among
other things. The study exaggerated
the input and used data from the in-

In Pennsylvania, 70% of the work-
ers are from out of state. The high-
est levels of long-term poverty are in
places where there was once a thriv-
ing extractive industry.

One problem (of many) is that fed-
eral tax subsidies help the oil and gas

industries drill and explore whether
or not they produce any energy.

People are taking great risks with
the environment, public health and
the economy.

The slide to the left illustrates what
is wrong with some of the more wide-
ly-used studies. Comparing the East's
Marcellus Shale problems with those
of Texas, where oil and gas explora-
tion has been going on for decades, is
like comparing apples and oranges -
in other words, nonsense.

Chris Mehl, of Bozeman,
Montana, represented Headwa-
ters Economics, an independent,
nonprofit research group whose
mission is to improve commu-
nity development and land man-
agement decisions in the West.

Looking at the economics of
drilling, it is apparent that rig
counts (right) indicate the health
of the labor involved in drill-
ing activities. When exploration
and capturing start, the volumes
are greater but, before too long,
there is a dramatic decline and
there go the jobs.

For development to be truly
sustainable, the industry must

pay its own way and they must
create an opportunity for long-
term investment which honors
place, scale and pace.

This is a very volatile and mo-
bile community. Once the work
is done, the rigs are gone and the
wells remain. It's then up to the
local people and regulators to try
to catch up. There is a lag of 18
months to two years between the
time the rigs leave and the mon-
ey comes back to the community
— IF it comes back.

When the workers leave,
the housing prices fall. In some

places new homes are never even
finished.

Rocky Mountain Surge and Slump

Drilling Rigs, Weekly, 2003 through Sept. 2010
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Lunchtime Keynote with The
Onondaga Nation, New York

By Iona

Jeanne Shenandoah, Communications
Office of The Onondaga Nation, spoke pas-
sionately about her people and the current
situation resulting from reckless drilling.

"I belong to a people. My people have for-
ever been here. It overwhelms me because of
the teachings of my people,” and thus Shenan-
doah launched her talk. "It's very alarming to
see this great, dark danger that's coming our
way. There isn't anybody or animal or plant
that can live without clean water."

"We have to direct all of our energies," she
went on, explaining that there is a lake near
her home that has great religious significance
for the people and it is the most polluted
lake in the country. Likewise, the waterway
has great religious significance yet it has also

been damaged.

One of the greatest teachings of her people
is to be concerned with everyone. She is "totally
opposed to hydrofracking." She and her people
have been taught to think of the next seven
generations and "none of these drilling things
are going to do any good for the future."

She asked everyone to consider, "Can we

live with much, much less?"

Joe Heath, General Counsel for

the Onondaga Nation, started his
presentation with the photo on the
right, saying it's "a vanishing point
of reference" and "the people are
one to the land."

New York has a lot of water -
hundreds of lakes, probably a mil-
lion streams and rivers. While the
Marcellus Shale goes well into New
York State, the Utica Shale accom-
panies it and reaches further up
toward the Great Lakes.

"New York is not Texas and
we're not going to let them turn it
into Texas," Heath announced to rapturous

hydraulic fracturing to groups around the

applause.

cred sites in the area.

Heath speaks several times a week about

He spoke of how The Onandaga Na-
tion spent $10 million of their own money
(since they don't take money from the fed-
eral government) to clean it up. Fortunately,
the Onandaga people still hold treaty rights
and none of them waived any mineral rights.
Lake Skaneateles is the sole source aquifer for
80,000 people and there are hundreds of sa-

state. He pointed out a seldom-revealed fact:
the methane component in natural gas is 72
times worse as a greenhouse gas than carbon
dioxide. Expecting to use natural gas as a
"bridge" fuel to the future is absurd. The real
solution is based on decentralized energy
from truly clean sources such as wind and sun.

"We're going to be at this for as long as
it takes because we need to make decisions
for the next seven generations, not for short-
term profits," Heath concluded.

FRACKING: Wyoming First State to Require
Disclosure of Chemicals in Natural Gas Drilling

New Rules Are First
in U.S.

Federal Law Still
Needed to Close Gaps

Joint press release: EARTH-
WORKS and Powder River
Basin Resource Council

SHERIDAN, Wyoming, Sep-
tember 16 — Wyoming’s new
rules requiring natural gas drill-
ers to disclose chemicals used in
hydraulic fracturing are the best
in the nation but fall short of full
transparency, citizen groups said.
They urged Congress to pass leg-
islation protecting all Americans’
right to know about hazardous
drilling compounds that could
contaminate water supplies.

“This is the toughest disclo-
sure rule on the books but the
devil’s in the details,” said Deb
Thomas, an organizer with the

Powder River Basin Resource
Council, which for 10 years has
pushed the state to protect resi-
dents from the potential hazards
of oil and gas development.
“Governor Freudenthal and the
oil and gas commission have
taken a strong first step with
fracking disclosure. But we still
need legislation to protect citi-
zens in every natural gas drilling
state and prevent drilling compa-
nies from trying to keep chemi-
cals used in oil and gas drilling,
fracking and production secret”

Hydraulic fracturing, or frack-
ing, is the high-pressure injec-
tion of hundreds of thousands of
pounds of chemical-laced fluids
into wellheads to force deposits
to the surface. Fracking is sus-
pected of polluting groundwater
in Wyoming, Colorado, Texas,
Pennsylvania, New York and
other states where gas is trapped
in underground shale forma-
tions. Earlier this month the U.S.

EPA warned some residents of
Pavillion, Wyoming, not to drink
from private water wells after
tests found hydrocarbons, meth-
ane and high sodium that may
have come from fracking opera-
tions.

The EPA is pressing compa-
nies for more information about
chemicals in fracking fluids,
which drillers regard as trade
secrets. In Congress, 65 mem-
bers of the House are cosponsors
of the Fracturing Responsibility
and Awareness of Chemicals
(FRAC) Act by Rep. Dianne
DeGette of Colorado.

Gwen Lachelt, director of
EARTHWORKS’ Oil and Gas
Accountability Project, agreed
that the Wyoming rules go fur-
ther than the limited disclosure
in other states. But she said there
are shortcomings and the burden
is on residents to seek out the
information on a state Web site
via a complicated and confusing

search process.

e Although companies must
list on their drilling permit
applications the chemicals
and concentrations they
plan to use, compounds pat-
ented as proprietary will be
disclosed only to the state
Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission and will not be
made public.

e Reports filed upon comple-
tion of wells will disclose the
actual amounts of chemicals
used and the constituent
ingredients of proprietary
compounds but those
reports may not be available
for a year after drilling
begins. If a well is stimulated
more than once, disclosure
of additional chemicals is on
the honor system.

e Landowners and neighbors
of drill sites will not be pro-
vided notice of the disclo-
sure and well completion

reports but will have to go
online to see if they stand to
be directly affected by drill-
ing operations.

“Wyoming has raised the bar
but it took 10 years, intervention
by two federal agencies and the
poisoning of a community’s
drinking water;” said Lachelt.
“We need a federal standard to
protect residents in all 34 oil and
gas states. In the
meantime, we call
on the states to fol-
low Wyomings lead
and for companies
nationwide to vol-
untarily disclose all
the chemical con-
stituents and con-
centrations  used
on-site throughout
the drilling, frac-
turing, well work-
over and produc-
tion processes.”

For more information con-
tact: Gwen Lachelt, EARTH-
WORKS Oil & Gas Accountabil-
ity Project, (505) 469-0380.

Deb Thomas, Powder River
Basin Resource Council, (307)
645-3236.

EARTHWORKS | 1612 K St.,
NW, Suite 808 | Washington,
D.C.20006 ; 202.887.1872; info@
earthworksaction.org.
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Sixty Lame
Minutes

Submitted by Kim Stenley
Taneytown, Maryland

By James Howard Kunstler
November 15,2010

So, last night CBS hauled
Aubrey McClendon, CEO of
Chesapeake Energy, on board
their flagship Sunday infotain-
ment vehicle, "60 Minutes," to
blow a mighty wind up America’s
ass (as they say in professional
PR circles). America is lately
addicted to lying to itself and "60
Minutes" has become the “go-to”
patsy for funneling disinforma-
tion into an already hopelessly
confused, wishful, delusional,
U.S. public.

McClendon told the credu-
lous Leslie Stahl and the huge
viewing audience that America
“has two Saudi Arabias of gas”
Now, you know immediately that
at least half the viewers miscon-
strued this statement to mean
that we have two Saudi Arabia’s
of gasoline. Translation: don’t
worry none about driving any-
where you like or having to get
some tiny little pansy-ass hybrid
whatchamacallit car to do it in
and especially don’t pay no atten-
tion to them “green” sumbitches
on the sidelines trying to sell you
some kind of peak oil story . .. .
It also prepared the public to
support whatever Mr. McClen-
don’s company wants to do
because he says his company will
free America from its slavery to
OPEC. By the way, CBS never
clarified these parts of the story
by the end of the show.

First of all, they are talking
about methane gas, not liquid
gasoline or oil. There are large
deposits of methane gas locked
into shale deposits roughly fol-
lowing the Appalachian moun-
tain chain from New York State
through Pennsylvania, West Vir-
ginia, into Ohio, but also hot
spots out west.

It’s hard to get at. You have to
basically blow up the shale rock
deep underground with high
pressure water that is loaded up
with chemicals and sand parti-
cles to keep the rock fragments
separated once they are blown
apart. Chesapeake Energy spe-
cializes in this rock fracturing
(or “fracking”) method for drill-
ing. You can get gas out of the
ground this way. The questions
are: How much? Over what time
period? At what cost?

At the present time, with
America anxious about any kind
of future energy, shale gas sounds
like a dream-come-true. Mostly
what the public saw on "60 Min-
utes” last night was a sell-job for
Chesapeake Energy to boost its
stock price. Here are some facts:

o Over a 50-year period ahead,
all the shale gas drilling of the
Marcellus fields in New York
State will produce the equivalent
of three years U.S. consumption
at 2008 levels.

o A price of $8 per unit is
required to make shale gas frack-
ing economically viable in theory
even for a short time. Gas is cur-
rently around $4. Expect to pay
at least twice as much for gas.

o Even at higher costs, shale
gas fracking is arguably uneco-
nomical. It requires huge num-
bers of rigs, generally eight wells
per “pad) meaning very high
capital investments. The wells
produce nicely for a year, aver-
age, and then deplete very steeply
- meaning you get a lot of money
up front and very soon all that
capital investment is a wash.
Translation: Chesapeake can
make a lot of quick money over
the next few years of intense
drilling and they don’t care what
happens after that.

o Chesapeake itself estimates
that 5.5 million gallons of fresh
water are needed per well, often
delivered in trucks, which require

fuel.

o It takes three years, average,
to prepare a drilling “pad” and as
many as 12 wells on it, working
24/7 in rural areas with signifi-
cant noise and electric lighting

« The fracking fluid is a secret
proprietary cocktail formula
amounting to five percent of the
liquid injected into the Earth. It’s
composed of: sand, a jelling agent
to suspend the sand because
water is not “thick” enough, bio-
cides to kill bacteria that thrive
in jelling agent, “breakers” to
thin out jell-thickened water
after fracking to get the fluid out
of the way of released gas and
improve “flowback,” fluid-loss
additives to decrease “leak-oft”
of fracking fluid into rock, anti-
corrosives to protect metal in
wells and friction reducers to
promote high pressures and high
flow rates. Of the 5.5 million gal-
lons of fluid injected into each
well, 27,500 gallons is the chemi-
cal cocktail.

o Mr. McClendon said on "60
Minutes" that it couldn’t possibly
harm the public’s water supply
because they were drilling so far
below the 1,000-foot-deep maxi-
mum of most water wells. He left
out the fact that they have to drill
through those drinking water
layers to get down to the shale
gas and pump the fracking fluid
through it and then get the gas
up through it. He also left out the
fact that the concrete casings of
drill holes sometimes crack and
leak at any depth.

« The fracking fluid cannot be
re-used. You have to mix new
cocktail fluid for each injection.

o “Flowback” fluid inevitably
comes back up with the gas,
sometimes spilling over the
ground. In any case, the stuff that
does come back up is stored on
the surface in lagoons. Often it
contains heavy metals, salts and
radioactive material from drill-
ing through strata of radon-
bearing granite and other layers.
Liners of flowback fluid lagoons
have been known to fail.

o Gas well failures in Pennsyl-
vania, where production was
ramped up quickest in recent
years, have ended up polluting
well water to the degree that resi-
dents can no longer use their
wells.

o Little is known about the
migration of fracking fluids
underground.

It seems to me that the chief
mass delusion associated with
this touted “bonanza” is that
Americans would supposedly be
able to shift to driving cars that
run on natural gas.

I believe they will be hugely
disappointed. Between the cost
of fracking production (and its
poor economics), gearing up the
manufacture of a new type uni-
versal car engine and installing
the infrastructure for methane
gas fill-ups — not to mention the
supply operation by either new
pipelines or trucks carrying lig-
uefied methane gas, we will dis-
cover that a.) America lacks the
capital, and b.) households will
be too broke to change out the
entire U.S. car fleet.

What this disgusting episode
really shows is how eager the
USA is to mount a campaign to
sustain the unsustainable at all
costs, including massive collec-
tive self-deception. The lying
starts at the very top, not just in
Aubrey McClendon’s office at
Chespeake, but in every execu-
tive suite throughout the land -
including the Oval Office — where
any lie is automatically swal-
lowed and then upchucked for
public consumption in the inter-
est of keeping a nation based on
addictive rackets stumbling on
without having to change our
behavior.

Reprinted with
the author's permission.

GOP Victory Could Boost Gas Drilling

By Marc Levy, AP, excerpt
Daily News, November 12,2010

HARRISBURG, Pennsylvania
— The Republicans' big election
victories in Pennsylvania and on
Capitol Hill could be Christmas-
come-early for the drilling com-
panies that are rushing to exploit
the Marcellus Shale, the biggest
known deposit of natural gas in
the nation.

Republican Governor elect

Tom Corbett is seen as a lot
friendlier toward the industry
than outgoing Democrat Ed
Rendell, who has clashed with
natural gas companies over both
taxes and tougher new clean-wa-
ter regulations.

Also, the GOP takeover of
the U.S. House will almost surely
doom efforts in Congress to im-
pose federal regulation over gas
drilling. Among many Republi-
cans, there is elation . . . .

Welcoming, Encouraging Words

By Iona

Photo by Iona
Pittsburgh City Councilman Doug Shields, who was instrumen-
tal in getting the ordinance banning gas drilling in his city.

In his opening talk to the over 200 activists gathered at the seventh
People's Oil and Gas Summit and the first national summit in Pitts-
burgh, Councilman Doug Shields reminisced about how the City
used to be so terribly polluted that people couldn't see the three rivers
that flow through their city - Monongahela, Allegheny and Ohio -
unless you were crossing one of the many bridges because the air was
so filthy from steel mills lining the river. But all that has changed. It
was hard work and took a long time but now the water is clearly vis-

ible.

And so with fracking. This is going to be hard work and take a
long time but Shields told his audience, "For those of you who feel
intimidated by this project — don't be!"

He went on to say, "If you don't challenge these things frontally
and head-on, they'll take you apart."

Shields described how he was "the crazy guy” who put the anti-
gas-drilling bill on the table but then he left the rest up to the others,
putting no pressure on them to vote one way or the other. He was
proud of how they stayed true to their oath of public office to follow
their consciences and listen to public opinion, protecting public

health and the environment.

Drilling was banned in residential and conservation districts and
people will fight with facts, science and public health issues. Nobody
can say those things are wrong. But he cautions that the industry is
going to "lie through their teeth and we're going to kick them in the

teeth until they stop lying."

Now Shields would like to see more and more townships and cities
pass similar ordinances because "they can't stop all of us."
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Summit Overview

By Iona

Jim Fitzgerald, a sociology pro-
fessor who owns a ranch in Colo-
rado with his wife, Terry, next to
the San Juan National Forest, gave
an overview for the conference.
His talk was more philosophical
than the previous speakers and
he read a poem by Wendall Barry
called "The Dream." He implored
the audience to help each other
describe the world we all live in;
"We live in history - it can confine
us or give us power . . . These are
difficult and dangerous times and
the planet is diminished in every
way," he said.

The land he inhabits now was
overgrazed more than 150 years
ago by a cattle company. He and
his wife have spent 40 years trying
to restore what was there origi-
nally. He spoke lovingly of the
mountains, canyons, snow build-
ing up and roaring down in the
streams in Spring. He spoke re-
spectfully of "his" grasses, sheep,
cows, horses, chickens, dogs.

One day in 1984, the Fitzger-
ald's learned that a gas company
was going to build four wells on

their property, one right next to
their spring, and there was noth-
ing they could do about it.

He realized then that it wasn't
enough just to worry about your
own land, you had to do more to
stop the assault. He learned from
a gravel hauler that they were go-
ing to drill hundreds of gas wells
in the forest and build miles and
miles of roads.

Was there any way to stop
that?

"We found more friends,"
Fitzgerald said. "We stood on
bulldozers - my wife on top of
the tracks - and in front of bull-
dozers. We met politicians we
thought were barely human." But
the efforts paid off because only
one well was drilled on their land
and just a few test wells in the for-
est.

In response to the invitation
for the audience to help EARTH-
WORKS create a goal for the con-
ference, Fitzgerald suggested two
things: 1. Take personal problems
and make them public problems,
and 2. None of the policies can be
defined by outsiders - we need to
define what we're going to do.

Photo by Iona

Gwen Lachelt, Director of EARTHWORKS Oil and Gas Ac-
countability Project (OGAP), started the Oil and Gas Account-

ability Project in 1999.

OPENING REMARKS by Gwen Lachelt
Director Earthworks’ OGAP (excerpt)

I'dlike to extend a huge thank-
you to each of you for being here,
for taking the time to mark where
we are in this people’s oil and gas
movement and determine where
we go from here ... .

This is our 7th summit and
our first one in the Eastern Unit-
ed States. I've loved every one of
our gatherings but I've been
especially excited about this
summit because to me it marks
the coming together of the lead-
ers of this movement from across
the country and Canada to name
our problems and define how
were going to move forward
together in the face of energy
challenges. This is a gathering of
people who live with oil and gas
wells in their backyards, their
ranches, their communities and
their cities and have worked tire-
lessly to reform oil and gas prac-
tices. And this is a gathering of
people who see what has hap-
pened in Americas oil and gas
producing regions and are doing
all they can to stop these impacts
from happening in their own
backyards.

I've lived for 30 years in Dur-
ango, Colorado on top of the San
Juan Basin. On a beautiful clear
and cold Sunday morning in Jan-
uary 1988, I opened my Durango
Herald to learn that Amoco, now
BP, planned to drill 1,000 coal-
bed methane wells on the Colo-
rado side of the San Juan Basin. I
was a new community organizer
at the time working for the West-
ern Colorado Congress and San
Juan Citizens Alliance and we
had just chalked up our first big
victory of getting a stoplight at a
dangerous intersection. We were
definitely ready to take on the oil
and gas industry next!

Before we knew what was
happening, drilling rigs were
popping up everywhere in our
county. My phone started ring-
ing and it hasn’t stopped since.

One of those first calls was
from Jim and Terry Fitzgerald,
who told me, “We've got to do
something and we've got to pro-
tect our water” Twenty-two years
later, were still working to pro-
tect our water. It was trial by fire
learning about oil and gas devel-
opment: leasing, mineral rights,
surface rights, split-estate,
cathodic protection wells, injec-
tion wells, production pits, evap-

oration pits, thermogenic gas,
biogenic gas, drilling, hydraulic
fracturing, and on and on. Espe-
cially interesting was learning
that the word “conservation” in
the oil and gas vernacular means
not wasting the resource by leav-
ing it in the ground.

It was a steep learning curve.

Here are some examples of
those early phone calls we
received after Amoco’sannounce-
ment:

“The landman just knocked
on my door and told me I had to
sign this agreement to drill a well
right away. He told me I had to
sign because it’s in the national
interest to get this gas out and
besides, he said, I had no rights
any way because mineral rights
are more important than surface
rights. What's a split-estate any-
way?”

“They just drilled two wells
near my house and my water well
went dry. The company told me
their drilling had nothing to do
with it. They laughed and told
me to go ahead and sue. I can’t
afford a lawyer”

“They’re drilling a well next
to my house. We can't sleep. We
can’t even hear each other talk at
the dinner table. At night, the
lights are so bright it’s like day-
time. The company told me to go
stay in a hotel. I can’t afford a
hotel. Why is it legal to drill a
well so close to my home?”

“They drilled a well next to
my house. My water blasts out of
the faucet now and it smells. We
can light our tap water on fire. Is
our house safe? What should we
do?”

“Theyre doing something to
the well near my house. My
house is shaking and my water
turned black. They said theyre
‘fracking’ the well. What are they
putting down that well?”

“They’re out there with a bull-
dozer covering up that pit next to
the well. Can they do that? They
even buried the plastic liner.
What's in that pit?”

“The company is flaring the
well next to my house and I
broke out in a rash. What's being
flared? Isn’t it just natural gas?”

Many new wells are disrupt-
ing lives all over again, all across
the country. Many people are
concerned with the legacy issues
or the long-term impacts . .. .

Fracking Wells Blamed for Polluted Water

Inspectors Overwhelmed

By Isaac Wolf; excerpt
Scripps Howard News Service, November 18,2010

A widespread method of extracting natural
gas by shooting chemical-laced water under-
ground is a growing threat to water supplies
in 28 states, say scientists, landowners and
environmentalists. Known as "fracking," the
practice fractures underground rock forma-
tions to release vast but otherwise unreach-
able quantities of natural gas. In cases surfac-
ing around the country, nearby landowners
are claiming their water became poisoned
shortly after the drilling process began - and
they're convinced frack wells are the cause.

But the science of frack wells is uncertain
and the natural gas industry is pushing back
hard, saying they're not to blame. Affected
landowners, angry that they've been unwit-
tingly subjected to poisoned water, say their
frustrations have been compounded by unre-
sponsive regulators who fail to fix their water
or hold the drilling companies accountable.

In fact, a Scripps Howard News Service
investigation has found:

¢ Overwhelmed, understaffed state in-
spectors aren't keeping up with the booming

industry.

4 In the last decade, well drillers in Ohio
have been cited for 14,409 violations. The
violations were from the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources' Mineral Resources
Management Division. Many were for small
infractions like out-of-date paperwork but
some were for more serious violations like
releasing toxic fluids, though sloppy book-
keeping precludes regulators from running
computer checks to identify patterns of un-
resolved violations.

4 An oversight system that landowners
say is stacked against them, including regu-
lator salaries paid by drilling royalties and
political campaigns flush with natural-gas-
linked financial donations.

"T want my water back," said Bonnie Hall,
whose water well became spiked with chemi-
cals including styrene, a chemical used in
plastics and rubber and associated with liver
and kidney problems - at over six times the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration drinking
water limit after two frack wells were drilled
near her rural Wetzel County, West Virginia
home. Until her 300-foot well started smell-
ing like an industrial-strength cleaning fluid

in the fall of 2008, she drew 90 gallons a day
from it for her horses. A much shallower,
30-foot-deep well on Hall's property inexpli-
cably remains unaffected.

"They shouldn't frack,” Hall said. "There
are certain things under the ground you
shouldn't bother. There's just too many un-
knowns down there."

The company that drilled the wells near
her, Chesapeake Energy, headquartered in
Oklahoma City, denies responsibility and
says Hall's foul water predated their drilling.

Butlandowners like Hall think frack wells,
which use millions of gallons of water mixed
with chemicals, have allowed the tainted flu-
id to enter underground water sources.

Industry groups and regulators say there's
no evidence of this happening anywhere in
Wetzel County or in any other county or
state. They cite a 2004 U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency study that found no evi-
dence that frack drilling pollutes water wells.

Critics say the study wasn't sufficient and
that major questions remain about the prac-
tice. The EPA has acknowledged more re-
search is needed and is conducting another
frack study, set to be complete in 2012.. .. .
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Photo by Iona (sorry, it's awful)
Left to right: Ben Price, Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund (Pennsylvania); Erik
Schlenker-Goodrich, Western Environmental Law Center (New Mexico); Jordan Yeager, Nockamix-
on Township (Pennsylvania); Wes Gillingham, Catskill Mountain Keeper (New York); Helen Slottje
(Tompkins County, New York), (not shown: Josh Joswick, San Juan Citizens Alliance, Colorado).

Panel 3: Strategies for Reducing
Community and Environmental Impacts

Ben Price, project director for
Pennsylvania's Community Envi-
ronmental Legal Defense Fund in
Chambersburg, opened this ses-
sion by saying that, since 1995,
over 100 town councils have ad-
opted protective ordinances in
Pennsylvania, New Hampshire,
Virginia and Maine. His group
also worked with Ecuador to
place the Rights of Nature in their
Constitution.

Price started out
traditional  activist

doing the

Erik Schlenker-Goodrich, of
New Mexico's Western Environ-
mental Law Center, talked about
his favorite place on Earth - the
Valle Vidal. It is a "permanently
protected, 101,000-acre paradise,"
he said, adding that his "soul
is permanently rooted" in that
"fantastic, fantastic landscape. Its
streams are deep, narrow arteries/
capillaries for several states."

For the past 100 years, the land
has been a ranching community,

vironmental Impact Statement) so
they could learn the impacts but it
was never done even though there
are huge impacts at the environ-
mental outcrop, where coal meets
the surface. There is a trout stream
nearby and one house blew up.

A group of citizens got to-
gether but had no luck getting a
response from anyone so they put
together a set of regulations and
took it all the way up to the Colo-
rado Supreme Court, where their

things like working

claim was upheld
in 1992. It was

within the regula-
tory structure, stop-
ping permits and
demanding stronger
regulations on de-
structive industries.
But he doesn't or-
ganize like that any-
more. Now he helps
communities pass or-
dinances that assert
the civil rights of the
people living within
those communities.

NOCKAMIXON TC

IP ZONING MAP

Nockamixon Township
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the first time in
Colorado, and
maybe even in
the entire coun-
try, where the lo-
cal government
was able to con-
trol development
as long as there
was no conflict
with state regula-
tions.

In 1997, they
redid the county

He used to frame his
arguments based on
thinking that "maybe
there's not enough
legal help to protect
people from destruc-
tive activities. Zon-
ing boards don't let
a municipality say
"No" if the state leg-
islature says it's legal
and the end result
was making the ef-
fects of development
a "little less bad."

Map showing the reduced area for gas drilling (red) in
Nockamixon Township, Pennsylvania, as shown by Jor-
dan Yeager.

Jordan Yeager of Nockamixon Township in Pennsylvania
talked about how the people in his community minimized the
drilling area that was initially proposed. He explained that the
municipal planning code said they must allow for "reasonable
development of minerals" but, in the end, a hugely-destructive
drilling map was whittled down to just a few areas in the more
industrialized sections of the township.

The drilling company sued the town but then withdrew their
permit so at least, Yeager admitted, "We held them off for now."

regulations and
got sued; but
they won. "This
has been an on-
going effort and
it is only as good
as the people in
office enforcing
it," Joswick said,
adding that, "It is
extremely frus-
trating to make
sure people are
Number One and
not the industry,

Price called what's
going on everywhere these days as
"Corporate assault" - landfills, gi-
gantic and inhumane hog farms,
massive water withdrawals, etc.

"Let's strategize differently," he
said to his audience. If people di-
rectly affected by governing deci-
sions are powerless to stop corpo-
rate assault, "What are you going
to do about it?"

He nicknamed the DEP the
"Department of Everything Per-
mitted" explaining that all the per-
mits do is grant permission to de-
stroy the land, poison the people
and run away with profits. These
are permits to do illegal activities
because they are harmful. "How
much sense does it make for us to
be going to the government and
asking them to help us or to do
the right thing - deny permits?"
What these permits do is legalize
harm. They shield corporations
from liability to the communi-
ties that they harm. It's allowed by
the state and the local people are
“sidelined," Price said.

Nature itself has no rights. The
owner of property may destroy
it. Nature has the same stature as
slaves before the Civil War.

Price worked with Pittsburgh
to enact their ordinance banning
drilling and stipulating that Na-
ture does have rights to exist and
flourish. This is akin to a local Bill
of Rights. "Wherever you live, we
need to do this," he told listeners.
"We don't have a fracking prob-
lem, we have a democracy prob-
lem and if we fix the democracy
problem, the fracking problem
goes away and the landfill prob-
lem goes away."

Wes Gillingham, Catskill
Mountain Keeper from New
York, is an organic farmer who
lives oft the grid. He advised peo-
ple to show up at public hearings
because they are a good way to
reach people. He compiled a 300-
page document listing complaints
on the state's 800-page report.
Gillingham "went to every hear-
ing and yelled at the governor."

He challenged the audience to
figure out what each person's ex-
pertise is and what that of others'
is and work with them all.

a hobby ranch for wealthy Hol-
lywood people BUT the govern-
ment owns the surface and sub-
surface mineral rights and it was
threatened with coal-bed meth-
ane withdrawal.

The oil and gas industries tried
to divide the communities.

He and his group sat down
with everybody to define a set of
core values - environmental, rec-
reational, sports, water, ranching,
"the hook-and-bullet crowd," etc.

They didn't want any drilling.
They wanted the strongest fed-
eral protection; they developed a
"NO!" campaign with a smart and
fearless strategy that built trust
among the people. They were able
to "move in the halls of Washing-
ton, D.C." Some of the national
environmental groups sided with
them but they were told to be qui-
et because the people wanted the
effort to be viewed as local.

The activists knew that the
permitting process would ap-
prove drilling, not stop it so they
"went to the forest service and
bogged them down for five or
ten years and that gave the group
time" during which they got every
single local government to sign
onto their core values and they
built from there.

People developed a strong
sense of myth, tapping into others'
hearts, minds and spirits. When it
became an economics fight, they
fought it to a draw proving that
it was more beneficial to save the
land for tourism and recreation
than for drilling. They built politi-
cal champions and won.

Josh Joswick representing
the San Juan Citizens Alliance in
Durango, Colorado has been at
this for 25 years. He emphasized
the fact that, "This is going to be
a bar fight, a back-alley fight, a
street fight." We are to make it as
difficult as possible for the devel-
opers.

"In the beginning were the tax
credits and the industry looked
upon them and saw that they were
good," he told everyone.

Three-hundred miles from
Denver, the Southern Ute tribe
was heavily involved in the coal-
bed methane issue. Three bodies
of people were not talking to each
other. They asked for an EIS (En-

not profits."

"When you start dealing with
the state you have to redefine your
definition of 'fun,” he added. It is
hard work to help politicians and
bureaucrats understand that their
role is to protect public health and
the environment.

One oil and gas attorney gave
them a back-handed compliment
at the end of the struggle, "Well,
you got it done."

"Yeah, it took 17 years."

"But you never stopped com-
ing up."

In conclusion, Joswick said,
"You're in it for the long haul and
it ain't easy and you gotta keep
showin' up because the minute
you don't show up, they will. You
have to have the people with the
political will who will do the right
thing and that's up to you. Put
them in office; keep their feet to
the fire and keep them in office."

Helen Slottje of Tompkins
County, New York said, "You have
to come up with a message people
want to believe."

She went to protest training
with the Ruckus Society in Ne-
vada and decided to work with a
spectrum of friends who were one
level away but not yet with her.

Slottje brought up the fact
that, "The risks and stakes of drill-
ing with methane escapes leave
us at the tipping point of climate
change." The fights at the local
level have the most chance to be
won. Now that Pittsburgh has
passed an ordinance banning
drilling, others can see that it has
been done.

New York State allows a com-
plete ban of resource extraction
so New Yorkers can prohibit gas
drilling through zoning but the
gas is subject to the rule of cap-
ture.

"The concept of public trust is
based on Roman Law and English
Law whereby the king held land
in trust for all the people," Slottje
explained. In a Commonwealth,
the wealth (water, forests, natural
resources) should be held in trust
for all the people. "People have
inviolate rights that can't be sold
for private benefit. We all won
that — government can't take that
and sell it to balance the budget,"
she said.

Panel 4: When the Landman Comes Knocking

Ellen Harrison, started
FLEASED when she was fleaced
by the gas-drilling landman, the
person who comes offering mon-
ey for drilling. She lives outside
of Ithaca, New York on 33 acres.
When the landsman came to
her home a couple of times sug-
gesting that she migh consider a
subsurface lease, saying, "Your
neighbors have leased and New
York has compulsory integration
of 60 percent,” meaning that if 60
percent of her neighbors leased
land in the area, hers could be
developed, too.

Harrison negotiated for $500
an acre and showed the agree-
ment to her lawyer. She is also
an environmental scientist and
geologist and told the audience,
"You would think I would have
been cautionary."

She went to see the movie
"Split Estates” and "was shaking
when I came out." She was horri-
fied and realized that by signing
the lease, she herself had com-
pleted the required 60 percent.

Harrison felt "a tremendous
sense of shame; how could I have
done this?" She even wrote an
Op-Ed piece for the local news-
paper "coming out" and telling
everyone she knew that, "It is
really important for people to
know that somebody as smart as
I am signed a lease."

Now her organization (flea-
sed.org) is trying to fight for
people who are also horrified
when they learn what this will do
to their land, air, water, etc. She
is beginning to hear from people
all over New York and around
the country.

Spacing Units are drawn
on local maps covering up to a
square mile (640.5 acres). If 60
percent of the land area is leased,
the gas company can get a per-
mit. Sixty percent may only be
one percent of the landowners

If you signed a lease: Will anyone buy your property? Can you get
a mortgage? A home-equity loan? What is your liability? Can you
get insurance? Can you build on/alter the surface of your land?

surface of your land?
« How long will the lease per-
sist?

Terry Fitzgerald, a Colorado
landowner, has been dealing with
Amoco/BP for several decades.
They used to come to his door
but now they call on the phone
and "it's just as devastating as
when they come to the door."

At first they wanted to lease
1/8 of their property but they
didn't sign anything just because
“they were mad." They had been
warned that forced pooling was
worse than death. A lot of people
were "really bilked by this" but
he said it was the best thing that
ever happened to them because
now they are partners of BP.

If you form an LLC you are
not liable for any more than the
LLC owns. You can put $500 in
the bank and that's all anybody
can sue you for.

The company can post an in-
surance bond with the state to
ensure the state that if they cause

a big environmental prob-

—— lem, the state can come in

'| and pay for the impacts.

; "If you don't sign, they're
| going to drill anyway; if you
do sign, you're locked in,"
Fitzgerald said. He admitted
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to being at a loss as to "what
to do about this miserable

== | mess where we don't get any

compensation for land loss."
| 'It'sbeen along fight," he
concluded.

David McMabhon, of the
West Virginia Surface Own-
ers' Rights Organization
7| (@ group which started in
1983). He would not sign a
lease so they put six wells in
around him. On 105 acres,
there are 11 wells but now
the gas is slowing down and

Property owners can be forced into

the pressure is exhausted.
A surface owner may

accepting gas drilling on their Iand be able to stop a horizontal
if 60 percent of their neighbors sign well pad on their surface.

Ieasmg agreements with "landmen. " One horizontal well replaces

but many landowners who didn't
sign will also be impacted.

Most leases have a five-year
term with automatic renewals
five years after that. When homes
are put on the market that have
leases, they don't sell but some
speculators will buy them.

There is often a non-disclo-
sure element to the leases stat-
ing that those who sign can't talk
with their neighbors comparing
prices.

In one of Harrison's slides,
she asks these questions: If you
signed a lease:

« Will anyone buy your prop-
erty?

« Can you get a mortgage?

o A home-equity loan?

» What is your liability?

« Can you get insurance?

o Can you build on/alter the

four vertical wells and can
have several "arms" underground
so there's only one well pad in-
stead of 24. McMahon is all for
this scheme. "Because they don't
have forced pooling in West Vir-
ginia, they build more pads than
they need to," he said; however,
he pointed out, the overall risk
to the Earth and forests is less if
they can reduce the number of
times they penetrate the ground.
McMahon pointed out that
a lease may be given for 1/8 or
1/16 of a piece of property but,
"If the landowner is smart, they'll
get not only 1/8 but also a cut of
the remaining 7/8, their share of
the working interest."

Deborah Goldberg, an attor-
ney with EarthJustice's Northeast
office, is studying the impacts of
pipelines, mostly dealing with

Pennsylvania and New York in
terms of federal and state regula-
tions.

Goldberg said that pipelines
present the potential for a "whole
new environmental front."

There are three main aspects
when considering pipelines:

1. The gathering point.

2. The transmission line.

3. Distribution to homes or
users like power plants.

Old pipelines can be 50 to 60
years old and present a greater
risk of explosion because they
are not x-rayed, not coated and
are "corroding away until they
blow up." Today's standards for
pipelines are better, as is the
quality of inspections.

The greatest source of prob-
lems is when excavations occur
and people don't know there are
pipelines underneath them.

In Pennsylvania, most gath-
ering lines are not regulated
unless the company goes to the
state and gets certified as a public
utility. Some small, low-pressure
pipelines are excluded from reg-
ulation entirely.

Federal regulations require
that an Environmental Impact
Study be done but state pipelines
have no requirements for envi-
ronmental review and nobody's
looking at cumulative problems.

In New York State, pipelines
under 10 miles are expedited
more quickly and have less re-
view. Goldberg noted that the
pipeline from Pennsylvania to
Broome County, New York was
planned to be 9.8 miles.

Additionally, in low-popula-
tion areas, pipelines are not sub-
ject to safety regulations.

The landmen want the ease-
ments, temporary or permanent,
Godlberg said. "What will they
tell you? Mostly lies."

She suggested citizens get a
public hearing or adjudicatory
attention by filing protests and
gaining active-party status.

Eminent Domain is a big is-
sue when it comes to "taking"
people's land. The only pipelines
which are entitled to eminent
domain status are those which
have been certified by a utility.

For people who are being
threatened by pipelines, Gold-
berg's advice is, "Get a public
utility lawyer, get an eminent do-
main lawyer; don't use your will
attorney." She added that, in her
opinion, settling is better than
going to court. "Negotiate, move
a little, etc. Good Luck!"

Q&A

Tim Ruggiero of Decatur,
Texas said that when the land-
man offered him $.50 to $10 per
foot for a pipeline, he told the
man to, "Go to Hell." But they
put the pipeline in anyhow with-
out filing eminent domain. "I'm
not a mineral right owner; I'm a
victim," Ruggiero said.

Remember, dear readers, I only attended
ONE day of workshops; there were two!
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Gas Drilling: The View from Above by John Amos, SkyTruth

"It's going to shake down to people who have a sense of
place and those who don't and who don't care about others'

places."
Adam Flint, Adjunct Lecturer, Binghamton University
Binghamton Regional Sustainability Coalition

"Chesapeake should be held accountable for whoever
drills for them because the little guys won't be specially
trained or able to pay (for damages). A lot of problems
are because people aren't paying enough attention to de-
tail. You can't be slipshod because this is too deadly. With

forced pooling, they can drill under you."
Anne Novy, Solon, Ohio
This was her seventh or eighth meeting.

"They're going to cut our forests to pieces. Forests pro-

tect drinking water, too."
Deborah Goldberg, EarthJustice
New York City, New York

(re: severance tax) "This is a resource from this state
that ought to be benefitting the people. You need to get

something in place."
Jill Morrison
Powder River Basin Resource Council, Wyoming

"A permit is a license to do something that would be illegal because it's harmful.
How much sense does it make for us to be going to the government and asking
them (to help us)? ... We don't have a fracking problem; we have a democracy
problem. If we fix the democracy problem, the fracking problem goes away and
the landfill problem goes away ... I'm in. Let's do it! I'm not here to tell you theo-
ries to organize. I'm here to organize. If you're concerned about what's going to
happen in your neighborhood, get three or four people together ... This is not an
environmental campaign but a people's movement for fundamental rights."

Ben Price, Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania

L.

"We're not negotiating away one iota; we are born with
rights and the only reason we have a government is to pro-
tect them. It's our duty to overturn...The people in Packer
Township forced the Attorney General of Pennsylvania to
state, 'Local governments don't have an inalienable right
to local self-government' and Packer Township replied,
'Packer Township will not recognize the authority of the
Attorney General'... If we're going to change outcomes,
we have to change strategies. The new strategy is to not
let Pittsburgh stand by itself. It's addictive to go to hear-
ings which create the illusion that we have democracy."

Ben Price, Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania

Let's Raise a Glass of Drano to
Chesapeake Energy's Aubrey McClendon!

EARTHblog Submitted by Lauren Page 11/19/2010: This past Sunday,
Aubrey McClendon, CEO of Chesapeake Energy, was interviewed on
CBS' 60 Minutes. Although he defended natural gas extraction, he
also acknowledged that hydraulic fracturing (aka fracking) - a pro-
cess that facilities the extraction of natural gas from over 90% of
wells drilled in the United States - injects the equivalent of Drano
through the water table - groundwater that provides drinking water
for much of America. Finally, a major energy industry CEO is admit-
ting the truth - that fracking chemicals are toxic, like Drano.
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Special Gas Drilling Report

Additional Participants at the Summit

ByIona

Favian Xavier of MarcellusProtest.org (above)
set up this display with information for partici-
pants to take about gas drilling. "When the gas in-
dustry gathers for a conference on Marcellus Shale
gas drilling, let's show them that our lives and our
future are not for sale," reads a postcard the group

produced announcing their march shown on page
16.

MarcellusProtest.org is an information clearing
house about Marcellus Shale gas drilling and ac-
tivism and related issues. Although this Web site's
primary geographic focus is Western Pennsylva-
nia, MarcellusProtest.org also includes content
pertaining to the states in which the Marcellus

Shale is located - as well as other Shale gas forma-
tions across the U.S. A new social movement is in
the making and it's going national.

David Meieran, one of the activists in Marcel-
lusProtest.org, said that a lot of little grassroots
groups and citizen groups in Pittsburgh, Allegh-
eny County and Washington County have joined
the effort.

Photos by Iona

By MarcellusProtest.org (above)

When the Marcellus Shale Coalition (an indus-
try group) was planning a summit in Pittsburgh
on October 1 with 2,500 people, it was cancelled,
probably due to the fact that there was going to be
opposition to their plans.

Check MarcellusProtest.org for a gathering
January 29 and other actions.

Lois Gibbs Gives Keynote

By Iona

World-famous Lois Gibbs
probably didn't need to tell this
audience of activists who she was
but she did anyhow by remind-
ing everyone that in 1978 she
discovered that there were 20,000
tons of toxic waste from Hooker
Chemical Company under the
school her children attended in
Love Canal (near Buffalo, New
York). She and her neighbors
fearlessly took on local, state and
federal governments and won!
They convinced Jimmy Carter to
relocate the whole community.

In 1981 Gibbs founded the
Center for Health, Environ-
ment and Justice, which now has
over 10,000 community groups
“trained for our basic struggles
for clean water and clean air," she
said.

With over 30 years of activ-
ism, Gibbs spoke emphatically
about having been "just a dumb
housewife with no college de-
gree" when she accomplished so
much. "We can change this so
it doesn't happen in Wyoming
and Montana and Colorado and
New York and Pennsylvania and
Ohio," she proclaimed.

Gibbs admitted that one of
the hardest challenges is to get
ordinary people to NOT believe
the government is going to help
them. Another challenge is to
work against NIMBY, Not In My
Back Yard, so people don't care
about what happens to others.

There is a major misconcep-
tion that if something is bad, it
is illegal. Wrong. It is not consid-
ered illegal by the politicians and
corporations. Most people would
think, "It has to be illegal to poi-
son us," Gibbs said. Wrong again.
It is not illegal. There are sacri-
fice zones in which it is decided
how many people can be killed
for profit. And science promoted
this line of thinking by develop-
ing "risk management” whereby
industry came up with how many
deaths per activity or per chemi-
cal and that gets justified and cal-

culated into the equation.

"Where did they get the right
to say, 'We will only kill one in
10,000?" Gibbs asked the audi-
ence. Common sense would sug-
gest that poisoning our land, air,
water and people WOULD be
illegal but the fact is that it has
become perfectly legal.

We need to make our case in
the public arena and the scientific
arena. In Love Canal, 56 percent
of the children were born with
birth defects.

Our job is to learn how to talk
about these issues to others and
"the way we fight this battle is
political," Gibbs said. They won
Love Canal by doggedly follow-
ing Hugh Carey all over the state,
threatening to ruin his campaign.
"If you're not willing to get your
hands dirty, if you're not willing
to roll around in the mud, you're
not willing to win."

We need to build a "big tent
because the only way they can
win is to divide us and conquer
us. We need to think about that."

Her advice is:

© Build a movement with
people who do not act, walk, talk
and look just like us. Invite ev-
eryone to meetings; they make a
difference in the community.

® Think about what tactics
are good for everybody, who fits
in. Don't shun tactics you're un-
comfortable with; be silent; shut
up; just shut up. Each person will
do what they can in their own
way.

"This movement has to be
continent-wide," Gibbs said.
Not everyone cares about clean
air and water. People often see
the environmental movement
as anti-jobs or anti-economy or
anti-development or anti-energy
independence. We need to talk
about things besides oil and gas.

"We can win this if you build a
big tent and do this collectively,"
she concluded, adding that often
we are up against thugs and bul-
lies who hope to silence us so it is
important to surround ourselves
with others.

Film Crew From German
TV Station (below)

By Iona

I was curious about other me-
dia attending the event so I asked
these men what station they were
with and was surprised to learn
that they worked for ARD Televi-
sion in Germany.

Audrey Stimson, the producer,
said that she is part of West Coast
Productions and they are moving
East. "We're here because the is-
sue can become an issue in Eu-
rope; there's shale there, too," she
said. "We're interested in grass-
roots groups and how people can
come together."

Musical Interlude
by Janet Burgan (below)

By Janet Burgan, December 1, 2010 email
Equinunk, Pennsylvania

The song "No Fracking Way" [Ed.: sung loud
and clear and with gusto] can be found on my
Web site, www.janetburgan.com.

Our property is completely surrounded
by gas leases. We have two test wells within
two miles of us. I live in a very rural area
and we have to depend on our neighbors in
emergency situations, mostly floods, and gas
drilling has strained these relationships.

As I sit here in the pouring rain watching
the water rise in my creek which empties into
the Delaware River, I shudder to think what
might happen if frack ponds overflowed in a
storm like this and all that frackwater flowed
into our beloved creeks, streams and rivers!

I make a point of being very polite and
considerate of my neighbors when I see
them in the hope that, if things get bad and
our water and air are poisoned, they will feel
free to come to me for help and support. I
want to be ready with information, facts and
ways to take action. I speak at township, task
force and business meetings in our area and
beyond and have been singing before screen-
ings of "Gasland."
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Protective Ordinance

ORDINANCE PASSED TO KEEP GAS DRILLERS
OUT OF PITTSBURGH’S CITY LIMITS AND PUT

Ordinance supplementing the
Pittsburgh Code, Title Six, Con-
duct, Article 1 Regulated Rights
and actions, by adding Chap-
ter 618 entitled Marcellus Shale
Natural Gas Drilling.

ARTICLE VI: CONDUCT

CHAPTER 618: MARCEL-
LUS SHALE NATURAL GAS
DRILLING

618.01 Findings and intent

618.02 Definitions

618.03 Statements of law —
rights of Pittsburgh residents
and the natural environment

618.04 Statements of law —
prohibitions and corporate le-
gal services

618.05 Enforcement

618.06 Effective date and ex-
isting DEP permit holders

618.07 People’s Right to Self-
Government

618.08 Severability

618.09 Repealer

Whereas, this is an ordinance
to protect the health, safety, and
welfare of residents and neigh-
borhoods of Pittsburgh by ban-
ning the commercial extraction of
natural gas within the city; and

Whereas, this ordinance es-
tablishes a Bill of Rights for Pitts-
burgh residents and removes legal
powers from gas extraction cor-
porations within the City; and

Whereas, this Ordinance
shall be known and may be cited
as “Pittsburgh’s Community Pro-
tection from Natural Gas Extrac-
tion Ordinance;” and

Whereas, this Ordinance is
enacted pursuant to the inherent
right of the residents of the City
of Pittsburgh to govern their own
community, including, without
limitation, the Declaration of
Independence’s declaration that
governments are instituted to
secure the rights of people, and
the Pennsylvania Constitution’s
recognition that “all power is in-
herent in the people”

618.01 FINDINGS & INTENT
The City Council of Pittsburgh
finds that the commercial extrac-
tion of natural gas in the urban
environment of Pittsburgh poses

POWER IN THE PEOPLE’S HANDS

a significant threat to the health,
safety, and welfare of residents
and neighborhoods within the
City. Moreover, widespread en-
vironmental and human health
impacts have resulted from com-
mercial gas extraction in other
areas. Regulating the activity of
commercial gas extraction auto-
matically means allowing com-
mercial gas extraction to occur
within the City, thus allowing
the deposit of toxins into the air,
soil, water, environment, and the
bodies of residents within our
City.

Meaningful regulatory limi-
tations and prohibitions con-
cerning Marcellus Shale natural
gas extraction, along with zon-
ing and land use provisions, are
barred because they conflict with
certain legal powers claimed by
resource extraction corporations.
The City Council recognizes that
environmental and economic
sustainability cannot be achieved
if the rights of municipal majori-
ties are routinely overridden by
corporate minorities claiming
certain legal powers.

The City Council believes
that the protection of residents,
neighborhoods, and the natu-
ral environment constitutes the
highest and best use of the po-
lice powers that this municipal-
ity possesses. The City Council
also believes that local legislation
that embodies the interests of the
community is mandated by the
doctrine of the consent of the
governed, and the right to local,
community  self-government.
Thus, the City Council hereby
adopts this ordinance, which
bans commercial extraction of
Marcellus Shale natural gas with-
in the City of Pittsburgh, creates
a Bill of Rights for the residents
and communities of the City,
and removes certain legal pow-
ers from gas extraction corpora-
tions operating within the City
of Pittsburgh.

618.02 DEFINITIONS

(a) “Natural Gas” shall mean
any gaseous substance, either
combustible or noncombustible,
which is produced in a natural
state from the earth and which

maintains a gaseous or rarified
state at standard temperature
or pressure conditions, and/or
gaseous components or vapors
occurring in or derived from pe-
troleum or natural gas.

(b) “Extraction” shall mean
the digging or drilling of a well
for the purposes of exploring for,
developing or producing natural
gas or other hydrocarbons.

(c) “Corporations,” for pur-
poses of this ordinance, shall
include any corporation, lim-
ited partnership, limited liability
partnership, business trust, or
limited liability company orga-
nized under the laws of any state
of the United States or under the
laws of any country, and any oth-
er business entity that possesses
State-conferred limited liability
attributes for its owners, direc-
tors, officers, and/or managers.

618.03 STATEMENTS OF
LAW — RIGHTS OF PITTS-
BURGH RESIDENTS & THE
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

(a) Right to Water. All resi-
dents, natural communities and
ecosystems in Pittsburgh possess
a fundamental and inalienable
right to sustainably access, use,
consume, and preserve water
drawn from natural water cycles
that provide water necessary to
sustain life within the City.

(b) Rights of Natural Com-
munities. Natural communities
and ecosystems, including, but
not limited to, wetlands, streams,
rivers, aquifers, and other water
systems, possess inalienable and
fundamental rights to exist and
flourish within the City of Pitts-
burgh. Residents of the City shall
possess legal standing to enforce
those rights on behalf of those
natural communities and eco-
systems.

(c) Right to Self-Government.
All residents of Pittsburgh pos-
sess the fundamental and in-
alienable right to a form of gov-
ernance where they live which
recognizes that all power is in-
herent in the people, that all free
governments are founded on the
people’s authority and consent,
and that corporate entities and
their directors and managers

shall not enjoy special privileges
or powers under the law which
make community majorities
subordinate to them.

(d) People as Sovereign. The
City of Pittsburgh shall be the
governing authority responsible
to, and governed by, the resi-
dents of the City. Use of the “City
of Pittsburgh” municipal corpo-
ration by the sovereign people of
the City to make law shall not be
construed to limit or surrender
the sovereign authority or im-
munities of the people to a mu-
nicipal corporation that is subor-
dinate to them in all respects at
all times. The people at all times
enjoy and retain an inalienable
and indefeasible right to self-
governance in the community
where they reside.

618.04 STATEMENTS OF
LAW - PROHIBITIONS and
CORPORATE LEGAL PRIVI-
LEGES

(a) It shall be unlawful for
any corporation to engage in the
extraction of natural gas within
the City of Pittsburgh, with the
exception of gas wells installed
and operating at the time of en-
actment of this Ordinance.

(b) Corporations in violation
of the prohibition against natu-
ral gas extraction, or seeking
to engage in natural gas extrac-
tion shall not have the rights of
“persons” afforded by the United
States and Pennsylvania Consti-
tutions, nor shall those corpora-
tions be afforded the protections
of the commerce or contracts
clauses within the United States
Constitution or corresponding
sections of the Pennsylvania
Constitution.

(c) Corporations engaged
in the extraction of natural gas
shall not possess the authority or
power to enforce State or federal
preemptive law against the peo-
ple of the City of Pittsburgh, or
to challenge or overturn munici-
pal ordinances adopted by the
City Council of Pittsburgh.

(d) No permit, license, privi-
lege or charter issued by any State
or federal agency, Commission
or Board to any person or any
corporation operating under a

State charter, or any director, of-
ficer, owner, or manager of a cor-
poration operating under a State
charter, which would violate the
prohibitions of this Ordinance or
deprive any City resident(s), nat-
ural community, or ecosystem of
any rights, privileges, or immu-
nities secured by this Ordinance,
the Pennsylvania Constitution,
the United States Constitution, or
other laws, shall be deemed valid
within the City of Pittsburgh.

618.05 ENFORCEMENT

(a) Any person, corporation,
or other entity that violates any
prohibition of this Ordinance
shall be guilty of a summary
offense and, upon conviction
thereof by a district justice, shall
be sentenced to pay the maxi-
mum fine allowable under State
law for that violation, and shall
be imprisoned to the extent al-
lowed by law. A separate offense
shall arise for each day or portion
thereof in which a violation oc-
curs and for each section of this
Ordinance found to be violated.

(b) The City of Pittsburgh
may also enforce this Ordinance
through an action in equity
brought in the Court of Com-
mon Pleas of Allegheny County.
In such an action, the City of
Pittsburgh shall be entitled to
recover all costs of litigation, in-
cluding, without limitation, ex-
pert and attorney’s fees.

(c) Any City resident shall
have the authority to enforce this
Ordinance through an action
in equity brought in the Court
of Common Pleas of Allegheny
County. In such an action, the
resident shall be entitled to re-
cover all costs of litigation, in-
cluding, without limitation, ex-
pert and attorney’s fees.

618.06 EFFECTIVE DATE
AND EXISTING DEP PERMIT
HOLDERS

(a) This Ordinance shall be
effective upon the mayors signa-
ture or (10) days after the date of
its enactment, at which point the
Ordinance shall apply to any and
all commercial extractions of
natural gas in Pittsburgh regard-
less of the day of any applicable

DEP permits.

618.07 PEOPLE’S RIGHT
TO SELF-GOVERNMENT

(a) The foundation for the
making and adoption of this law
is the people’s fundamental and
inalienable right to govern them-
selves, and thereby secure their
rights to life, liberty, and pursuit
of happiness. Any attempts to use
other units and levels of govern-
ment to preempt, amend, alter, or
overturn this Ordinance, or parts
of this Ordinance, shall require
the City Council to hold public
meetings that explore the adop-
tion of other measures that ex-
pand local control and the ability
of residents to protect their fun-
damental and inalienable right
to self-government. Such con-
sideration may include actions to
separate the municipality from
the other levels of government
used to preempt, amend, alter,
or overturn the provisions of this
Ordinance or other levels of gov-
ernment used to intimidate the
people of the City of Pittsburgh
or their elected officials.

618.08 SEVERABILITY

(a) The provisions of this
Ordinance are severable. If any
court of competent jurisdiction
decides that any section, clause,
sentence, part, or provision of
this Ordinance is illegal, invalid,
or unconstitutional, such deci-
sion shall not affect, impair, or
invalidate any of the remain-
ing sections, clauses, sentences,
parts, or provisions of the Ordi-
nance. The City Council of Pitts-
burgh hereby declares that in the
event of such a decision, and the
determination that the court’s
ruling is legitimate, it would have
enacted this Ordinance even
without the section, clause, sen-
tence, part, or provision that the
court decides is illegal, invalid,
or unconstitutional.

618.09 REPEALER

(a) All inconsistent provisions
of prior Ordinances adopted by
the City of Pittsburgh are hereby
repealed, but only to the extent
necessary to remedy the incon-
sistency.

Photos above were
part of John Amos'’s
(SkyTruth.org) slide
show on Saturday at
the People's Oil and
Gas Summit. The
top left one is
a Google image
showing
Marcellus Shale gas
well sites in
Pennsylvania,
West Vitginia, Ohio
and New York. The
top right graphic is
from the Energy
Information
Agency's Web site.
Bottom satellite
photos shown by
Amos are
tight-gas sandstone
drilling (vertical,
fracked wells) on
public Iand in
Wyoming's
Jonah gas field.
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Views

seeds are not clearly seeds

hiding in the sky, blowing into the wind riskily
wingéd, round, infintesimal and sticky
catapulting high and travelling clandestinely
into distant springs and summers

By Sandy Chilcote
Newfoundland, Canada

Don't Give Up: Sierra Club Leader on How

We Can Win the Struggle for Clean Energy

By Don Hazen and Tara Lohan
AlterNet, November 12, 2010, excerpt

There's no doubt that pro-
gressives took a trouncing in
the midterm election and there
isample reason to fear the influx
of anti-science GOPers and Tea
Party candidates coming into
office. In the days following the
election, President Obama said
he was abandoning a climate
bill for the next few years and
disappointed environmentalists
by further extending a hand to
the natural gas and nuclear in-
dustries.

This news comes at the
same time the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists released new
information warning about
the threat of an unprecedented
number of wildfires that are the

K arth Tsalms, Qo 67

By Angela Magara ©
www.angelamagara.com

Hear me, hear me, listen to my voice of birds.
Acvross the red stones does my call float,
Troubled with moist breath from forest deep.
I am overcome and all about me is waste.
Draw me like a young eagle high and away
7o the eyrie, to the prey, to the dance.

Give bear den and rocky arch to hide.

You are my home, colored by sunset light,
my truth and the life built there.

And more I may not know but am sure.
Mercy is the root of the tree of life

In whose (imbs I sing.

Earth Psalmes is full of familiar words spoken in a new voice based on
the Biblical Psalms but with the heart of Earth-based spirituality.
Printed with the author's permission.

likely result of a warming plan-
et and the risk of a massive die-
off of coral reefs — our undersea
forests — that are crucial to the
ocean ecosystem.

With  pressing  climate
change threats colliding with
political stonewalling, what

do we do? AlterNet recently
sat down with Michael Brune,
who took the helm of the Sierra
Club earlier this year, after serv-
ing as the executive director of
Rainforest Action Network for
seven years. A new edition of
Brune's book, Coming Clean:
Breaking America's Addiction
to Qil and Coal has just been
released. Brune gave us his take
on what we can do next, how
we can continue to prepare for a
clean energy future and how his
organization of over a million
members is planning to harness
its potential.

Don Hazen: Obviously this
election was disappointing on
many levels, including environ-
mental issues. On top of that
we have this phenomenon of
almost the whole Republican

party becoming climate de-
niers. The big question is what
happens now - to the environ-
mental movement, the Sierra
Club, the whole issue of climate
change?

Michael Brune: I would say,
as bad as the election results
were, it's not as though we have
to give up on climate change or
bow down to those conserva-
tives in Congress. Democrats
do still hold the White House,
one branch of Congress, we
do have a lot of champions in
Congress, the courts, the State
Houses, the White House - a
lot of people who do have pow-
er and intellectually agree with
the need for greater urgency on
this challenge.

There is a lot we can do to
stay on the offense and make
dramatic progress in the next
few years. Even with a realistic,
sober analysis of our situation,
I can still see ample reason for
optimism, which isn't to dimin-
ish the challenges we face and
it's not to deny the fact that the
challenges are steeper now than
they were a few weeks ago and
they are more daunting then at
the beginning of 2010 or last
summer.

However, I not only think
can we accomplish a lot, I'm
confident that we will.

PH: What are some examples
of what we can accomplish?

MB: The fight against coal
is one of the areas where we
should be the most optimistic.
The work that the Sierra Club
has been doing over the last
few years on climate has been
to stop the construction of new
coal-fired power plants.

There were 150 new plants
that were proposed early in the
Bush years - the Sierra Club
and a big movement of grass-
roots groups have defeated 138
of them! There are a couple

dozen more that have been
added since then so there are
more on the books but we have
a plan in place where we think
we can defeat 90 percent.

So that's historic - that's a
major change - it gives us the
opportunity to create a major
change in how power is pro-
duced in the country. Now we
are in a situation where the U.S.
has an old and outdated fleet
of coal-fired power plants — 78
percent of U.S. coal plants are 30
years or older, 60 percent are 40
years or older. We've got dozens
and dozens which were build in
the 20s, '30s and '40s that don't
have pollution controls, they
don't have scrubbers, they don't
have effective ways to deal with
soot and smog and coal ash -
they consume large amounts of
water and create large amounts
of water pollution.

And the kicker is that they
are now being held to higher
standards, where as though
they have been grandfathered
in under the Clear Air Act in
1970 and they were grandfa-
thered in when the Clean Air
Act was reauthorized, the ad-
ministration is going through a
series of rule-makings that will
force these plants to either be
upgraded or retired which cre-
ates a big opportunity.

So the Sierra Club, which has
been focusing on stopping new
plants from being built, will
now shift resources to these old
plants and our goal is to retire
half of the existing coal plants
in the country and replace them
with clean energy over the next
decade. If you think about the
impacts of that, politically we'll
have a coal industry that is half
the size and we'll have solar and
wind and efficiency companies
that are growing larger and
have more power and are more
profitable.

PH: There is a scenario,
which is not a crazy scenario
given that there are 21 Demo-
cratic Senate seats open in 2012,
that we will have a conservative
president and significant con-
trol of both Houses. Are your
plans still feasible with that
kind of opposition?

MB: Even right now we are
starting to see big threats com-
ing from folks in Congress in
both Houses challenging the
EPA's authority to regulate un-
der the Clean Air Act. Over the
next few weeks to months to
years, we will see a variety of
attacks on the EPA -- we'll see
lawsuits filed to slow down the
EPA and affect the implemen-
tation of different rules; we'll
see legislative efforts to try to
prevent the EPA from regulat-
ing greenhouse gases; we've al-
ready seen bills that will delay
the EPA's authority to regulate
parts of the Clean Air Act; we'll
probably see a national version
of Prop 23; we'll see efforts to
restrict the funding of the EPA
probably and we'll see personal
attacks on Lisa Jackson and
deputy administrators. There's
going to be a whole lot of heat
coming toward the EPA - we've
already seen it and it's only go-
ing to intensify.

That's with the current Con-
gress — so of course if there's
a conservative president in
a few years one can envision
the scenario will intensify and
if we had a new EPA head we
wouldn't see that much prog-
ress. Elections are important,
they do matter.

But there is still a lot we can
accomplish between now and
then. The rule on mercury is
going to be finalized and the
rule on coal ash is going to be
finalized, as important exam-
ples... .

Fracking Protest Helped Get Industry Ban

By Betsey Piette
Pittsburgh, November 12, 2010

Chanting “No fracking way!”
while marching behind a giant
banner that read “We can't drink
money,” more than 500 anti-
fracking activists rallied in Pitts-
burgh November 3 as part of the
first World Protest Against Shale
Gas Fracking. Demonstrations
were also scheduled for Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania; Little Rock,
Arkansas; Dallas, Texas and as
far away as New Zealand.

Another rally on November 4
targeted the dumping of untreat-
ed wastewater from Marcellus
Shale drilling into the Mononga-
hela River, the source of drinking
water for 350,000 people in the
Pittsburgh area.

Activists came from cities and
towns across Pennsylvania as
well as New York and West Vir-
ginia, where rapidly expanding
horizontal drilling in the Marcel-
lus Shale is disrupting communi-
ties, threatening the environment
and harming residents’ health.
The rally was endorsed by more
than four dozen groups and indi-
viduals.

Following a march across the
Rachel Carson Bridge, protesters
gathered outside the David Law-
rence Convention Center. Inside,
leaders of the gas industry had
gathered for the Developing
Unconventional Gas conference.
It featured Karl Rove speaking
on the impact of the mid-term
elections.

Rove told delegates that the

Republican takeovers in the state
and U.S. Congress would put an
end to legislative threats against
the industry, saying a new Repub-
lican House of Representatives
“supportive of the energy indus-
try ‘sure as heck’ would not pass
climate-change legislation.” Rove
went so far as to brag, “Climate is
gone” (Philadelphia Inquirer,
November 4)

Since September, the gas
industry has spent more than
$500,000 to back mainly Repub-
lican candidates in the Pennsyl-
vania elections. On top of that,
hundreds of thousands of dollars
were shelled out by drilling lob-
byists to influence the outcome
of state legislation on new taxes
and regulations on the gas indus-
try. Pennsylvania Governor-elect
Tom Corbett, who pledged not
to levy any tax against the Mar-
cellus Shale drillers, received
more than $1 million in gas
industry contributions.

Signs carried by protesters
reflected their growing anger
against the industry. One read
“Careless, Greedy Drillers - Go
Frack Yourselves.”

Students from the Pittsburgh
Student Environmental Coali-
tion, with members from the
University  of  Pittsburgh,
Chatham University, Carnegie
Mellon and Duquesne Universi-
ty, wore T-shirts reading “546
toxic chemicals” and carried
tombstone-shaped signs reading
“R.LP” followed by names of riv-
ers and lakes damaged by drill-
ing spills.

No More ‘Environmental

Prisoners’

Briget Shields, who co-chaired
the rally, opened by saying, “We
don’t want a moratorium. We
want a complete ban to stop it
altogether” Her spouse, Pitts-
burgh City Council member
Doug Shields, raised the pros-
pect that Pittsburgh could
become the first city in the U.S.
to pass a ban. [See above.]

Josh Fox, producer of the
documentary “Gasland,”
described fracking as “an indus-
trial invasion that is pushing
people out of their homes in 38
states. Not far from here people
are environmental prisoners in
their own homes, surrounded by
an industry they do not want,
their children getting sick, get-
ting sick themselves but unable
to sell their homes.

“The big lie is that natural gas
is better for the climate than coal
or oil. It's not America’s energy
independence;” said Fox, bor-
rowing an oft-repeated industry
phrase. “It's more dependence on
T. Boone Pickens” — the corpo-
rate raider.

Fox ended by dialing Cor-
bett’s office and holding out his
cell phone to let the newly elect-
ed governor know exactly how
the crowd felt about drilling in
their state.

Singer Mike Stout, who enter-
tained the rally with “Not going
to stop these drillers in the ballot
box — going to stop them in the
streets,” drew cheers and raised
fists from the crowd.

Speaking for the Shadbush
Collective, a young woman
named Radio told the gathering,
“The industry parades them-
selves as ‘green’ but the only thing
they care about is the green in
their trust funds. Here we are
again confronting the same rob-
ber barons.

“Appalachia suffered under

King Coal. Next it was oil drill-
ing in the Gulf of Mexico. The
industry’s motive is profit. Drill-
ing means more money for the
bosses and they don’t care that it
means suffering for us.

“It’s really a systemic prob-
lem,” said Radio. “We need to
shut this capitalist circus down!”

Photo by Kelly Valdez

"No Fracking Way!" was the thunderous statement made by over 500 protestors in Pittsburgh,
marching from the North Side to David Lawrence Convention Center where a gas industry shale
gas conference was taking place.

Articles copyright 1995-2010
Workers World. Verbatim copy-
ing and distribution of this
entire article is permitted in any
medium without royalty provid-
ed this notice is preserved.
Workers World, 55 W. 17 St.,
NY, NY, 10011. Email: ww@
workers.org. Subscribe wwnews-
subscribe@workersworld.net.

[ SUBSCRIBE TODAY: $25 A YEAR (10 TO 12 ISSUES DEPENDING ON HOW THINGS GO) [

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE/EMAIL:

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: THE ORDER OF THE EARTH, 21431 MARLIN CIRCLE, SHADE GAP, PENNSYLVANIA 17255.

QUESTIONS? CALL IONA AT 814-259-3680 OR EMAIL IONACONNER@GMAIL.COM



The Order of the Earth: January 2011, Page 11

Musings

Top 15 States with Perchlorate Contamination in Public Drinking Water Systems

Population Affected

B > 5 mittion people L

B > 25 miltion people 56.6

[ > 1million people 56 Systems Affected *
<1miltion people 7,01 Avg. Perchlorate Level " R \‘_,

Updates on Weapons of
Mass Destruction in D.C.

Feowod - Water
|
- 1 ppb 6 ppb (€A
il state limit)
i 25
~
E‘ ]
E 1.5
5
2
o
_E ' 0.7
- [N EPA “Safe Do
2 -
¥ 0 0.37 0y 07 07 o3
€ 24.5 ppb jERA
Level of perchlorate contamination in tap water wnenforceable
drinking water
limit)
Colvulaiions based o averepe 2 yede obd wetghi off 115 ki Thel 00T e ok, i groe TACh T
arnd Gally woter requiremend of 9,125 Lieverday (Mol lday- Seger formts)

Series of Articles
Submitted by Allen Hengst

Washington, D.C.

Army Testing for
Groundwater
Contamination
Source on American
University Campus

By Mitch Ellmauer
The Eagle, November 15,2010

The Army Corps of Engineers will
conduct tests to determine if perchlo-
rate in Spring Valley groundwater near
Sibley Memorial Hospital comes from
the same source as the perchlorate in
the groundwater at American Univer-
sity's (AU)’s campus.. . . Experts believe
a former munitions pit on the South
side of campus called Lot 18 is causing
the high perchlorate levels in both
locations, project manager Dan Noble
told the Resident Advisory Board on
November 7. Perchlorate, a dangerous
chemical that can cause thyroid disor-
ders, was used at AU during World
War I to make chemical weapons. Lot
18 was the site of a major Army Corps’
excavation after several dangerous
chemicals, including arsenic, mustard
gas and perchlorate, were discovered
there in 2004 . . . .

The Kreeger Hall testing site has
the highest concentration of perchlo-
rate in Spring Valley . . . The Army
Corps will now sample groundwater
from the area every three months
because perchlorate levels in the
groundwater change according to the
seasons and the amount of precipita-
tion, Noble said.

EPA Braces for
Pushback on
Perchlorate Standard

Associated Press, September 30,2010

A government official briefed by
the EPA told The Associated Press on
Thursday night that the agency has
proposed that the chemical perchlo-
rate be regulated under the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act . . . In 2008, under
President George W. Bush, the EPA
decided against regulating the chemi-
cal, saying that setting a federal stan-
dard would do little to reduce risks to
public health. That decision angered

environmentalists and Democratic
lawmakers. The Pentagon and EPA
have tussled over the issue for years,
with the Pentagon potentially facing
liability if the standard were to force
water agencies around the country to
undertake costly cleanup efforts.

But EPAS initial foray toward using
its Safe Drinking Water Act authority
against perchlorate is only the first
step in a lengthy process that begins at
the White House Office of Informa-
tion and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA),
an arm of the Office of Management
and Budget where federal agencies
and private-sector interests weigh in
on the economic impact of potential
new rules . . . While [University of
Maryland law professor Rena Stein-
zor] greeted EPAs movement on per-
chlorate with “a big round of applause,”
Steinzor said she would view OIRA
review of the chemical with “a sense of
foreboding . . . because EPA has
encountered such vehement resistance
from federal polluters” which could
face high cleanup bills. Perchlorate
contamination is estimated to be pres-
ent in the drinking water of at least 35
states and the District of Columbia.

Utility Consults Army

Before Replacing Water

Mains in Spring Valley
Northwest Current, November 10, 2010

A city initiative to replace aging
water mains in the neighborhood of
last year’s devastating fire on Chain
Bridge Road ran headfirst last week
into one of the facts of life in Spring
Valley: buried munitions. Represen-
tatives from the D.C. Water and Sewer
Authority told the area advisory
neighborhood commission last week
that in addition to Chain Bridge Road,
portions of Glenbrook Road, Wood-
way Lane and Rockwood Parkway
would be dug up in order to replace
the water mains. But the Army Corps
of Engineers has told residents that
sections of those roads cover potential
munitions caches, commissioners
said. “They have said they don’t want
to disturb the site,” said commissioner
Tom Smith . . . According to a spokes-
person for the District Department of
the Environment, there is a slight pos-
sibility that chemical munitions could
be found under the roadways. But, she
added, “This doesn’t mean that there
is a preference to not allow any infra-
structure work to be done”

- JOBEAN
- INSTRUGTION -

FROM
BEHIND
THE RAZOR

WIRLE

Hello Iona,

I was given a copy of
your last newspaper by a
friend and was intrigued
about how bad we are treat-
ing Mother Earth and how
you and other people are
working to try and fix the
problem.

I try to do my part for
the Earth. I have started
recycling programs in two
different prisons and
improved a couple of oth-
ers.

I earned my nickname
(Birdman) because I also
love birds. I am the one
people bring the little
babies to when they get
kicked out or fall out of the
nest. I am also the official
injured bird catcher -
mostly seagulls.

I have raised about eight
house sparrows and two
song sparrows. I had one
house sparrow for seven

A surprise in my mailbox by Tanner
Carrico, Pendleton, Oregon that I
wanted to share with everyone. Iona

years. That is a long life for
a sparrow. I never kept
them against their will. I took

them outside every chance I could and if
they wanted to go, they could. Most
stayed for about six months then it was
time to mate. I would leave, too.

One of my other hobbies is Origami.
have enclosed two miniature samples. I
use onion paper but I have run out and
can't find a source. I enjoy folding them
very much.

Well, I will go now. I hope to hear
from you again.

A New Soldier for Earth,
Perry Thompson
San Luis Obispo, California

Dear Iona,

Here is an update on "Fracking." I
hope you can use it. It sure makes "frack-
ing" sound like even "Badder" news. [Ed.:
I used it last month.]

With what I have read, were I asked to
vote pro or con on "Fracking," I'd have to
be agin (sic) it. Everything in life is a
matter of sacrifice and gain. How much
are we prepared to sacrifice in order to
gain our objective? This (fracking)
sounds as though the sacrifice (to plant
and animal life) by far exceeds the poten-
tial gain.

For the health of the people, flora and
fauna of Pennsylvania (and the sur-
rounding states) I urge the citizens to
stand together to oppose it.

Sadly, one or two senators and repre-
sentatives' election funds will be heavily
contributed to and one or two large land-
holding property owners will be reward-
ed financially to permit the continuation
of Marcellus Shale fracturing in their
district, region and/or property.

For those unfamiliar with radiation
poisoning [Ed.: Jerry attached an article
about uranium being released through gas
drilling], your teeth and

roadsides and the local fairgrounds on a
weekly basis. I commonly had several
hundred each week, 10 or 12 bucks a
week was a million to an eight-year-old.

I didn't do this because my family was
poor; on the contrary, my parents had
good jobs. In a town of 85 people when I
grew up, we were way above the gold
standard.

Anyway, collecting cans as a kid was
how I got my feet wet in the recycling
world. I guess it's a secret passion! I am
clearly well qualified if I ever end up a
bum. I prefer beach-comber - better
nomenclature.

As Always,
Matt Waddle
Tucson, Arizona

(below is a compilation of a few letters)
Dear Iona,

I was happy you approved of my pro-
motion of OE and am hoping it will
provide the wealth to allow you to quit
factory life; your skill is far above that
level and the People need you more than
a slave-shop owner. God has given you a
great ability to teach human beings who
want the wealth knowledge brings life on
Earth - exercise that gift.

If you have small cards, pamphlets or
newsletters, I could put them out here
but so far I just pass OE on to the next
until it falls apart.

I think Al Fry's ideas are a good
teaching, even if I have trouble under-
standing the build design, I liked it. I
think the People - when hard times
really hit the Homeland . . . we will all
need Al's simple tools.

We all like the Razor Wire page. Be
careful to check out your stories. The
Bureau of Prisons (BOP) starts at $30,000
a year and goes up thereafter and they

Submitted with this note:

In the Pacific Northwest, nine-tenths of virgin woodland
has been hauled to the mill; on the continent less than

five percent survives.

Laissez-Faire

By Devin Baker
Boise, Idaho

From the pursuit of scratch paper
comes the sound of a lion's roar
ripping flesh from firs

Clear cut trampled to the ground
sumacs to sycamaores.

because tranquility can pay none

forest floors become reinforced concrete

streets of starbucks and dollar stores

down upon paved parking lots beats brown rain
while the slash pile burns across lost prairies

a lion stalks what was to its final whispers.

keep military service pay rates built prior
to BOP.

Here is how the point system is set up:
firearms involved = 12 points; if it is a
stolen gun, add 2, if brandished, add "X"
points...if it is discharged, add "X"..if
victim is hit add "X"...if death occurs =
life sentence. That is how those points
are added up. I hope this doesn't reflect
badly on OE's credibility and you might
want to print a blank disclaimer that "All
prisoners' statements are not verified
Truth" or are their own opinions, not
necessarily those of OF, etc. ... ."

The prison here was designed and
built for 785 federal prisoners and it cur-
rently just went over 1,308 and they are
expecting another bus in here next Fri-
day, supposedly with 80 more federal
prisoners. They are just stacking the
over-crowded, double-cell with another
bunk (called triple bunking) with
nowhere for them to shower, eat, hold
recreation and especially education,
because the buildings are just not
designed to hold this many prisoners.
There is no room to sit and even stand in
some of the buildings, chapel, medical...

I have no peace and quiet to form liti-
gation papers, no place to set them up,
and have been thrown in their hole two
times now for refusing to move into
inadequate quarter(s) or the eating hall
with nowhere to sit down. You know
about the heat index, so I won't go into
that but I just do not have the time to
write my friends or even my family I still
cannot find! Sorry for us all.

Because I see you're working on a
prison page, I have included a brochure
from a new friend (below) that litigates
with me. We help one another.

Michael Kirkpatrick
Jesup, Georgia

bones start to decay and
you develop all the indica-
tors of leukemia and/or
anemia. Where do you go
to spend the millions that
"Big Gas" gave you to let
them ravage your land
when you have no desire
to leave your hospital bed,
even if you could?

I know that sounds sci-
ence fictionish but it is a
worst-case scenario.
Yours,

Jerry Byars
Loretto, Pennsylvania

Dear Iona,

I've been closely fol-
lowing all of the articles
about the gas-well drilling
and it concerns me as well.
When you are a grassroots
oppositionist/demonstra-
tor, I believe I would be of
a more militant ilk. That
may or may not be right
but this is how I feel I am.

When I was a kid grow-
ing up in the '80s and '90s,
I didn't get an allowance. I
got to take all of the fami-
ly's empty bottles and cans
to the redemption center
on Saturday and what I
got was my spending
money.

In Iowa there was a
five-cent deposit on cans
and a 10-cent deposit on
bottles, so I scoured the
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THE CLOCK IS TICKING
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ence book with favorable case law on almost any subject in the field of post-
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Angkor Watt, Cambodia.

Photo by Pyong Roh

Reflections on a Trip to
Vietnam and Cambodia

By Pyong Roh
Daegu, South Korea

We drove to Pusan airport to
catch Vietnam Air in the early
morning on September 27th,
2010. We wanted to see Angkor
Watt in Cambodia and Halong
Bay in Vietnam. We arrived at
Hanoi airport to transfer to Cam-
bodia. We arrived at the Seam
Reap airport in Cambodia, the
gateway to Angkor Watt, in the
late afternoon. We had to get
visas at the airport because the
Cambodian government did not
issue visas in Korea. Many people
were qued up to fill out the visa
forms. Many government offi-
cials were working on a long
table. Everything was done by
hand and it took long time.
Somebody suggested a bribe to
speed up the process. I ignored
the suggestion and waited until
they gave me a visa. When I went
through a checkpoint an official
asked a tip for a drink with a
gesture.

We were heading to a hotel by
a chartered bus. After the check-
in process, we went to a tradi-
tional restaurant where they
served traditional dishes and
dancers in traditional costumes
showed us traditional dance. In
the morning we went to Angkor
Watt, an old temple, which had
been abandoned for a long time.
It was rediscoverd by a French
entomologist in the late 1800s.
The temple is located in the
wooded area and it was actually a
Hindi temple. The building
material is sand stones which
were brought from mountains
far away. The carvings are still in
good condition and they are
marvelous. It is a great temple
and it is a wonder. How did they
build this big temple in the old
days?

There are many temples
besides the Angkor Watt. After
Buddhism was introduced to
Cambodia, statues of Budda were
built in the temples. Cambodia is
in a tropical region and there are
many kinds of tropical trees and
some trees are very interesting. I
noticed trees which stand on the
wall of the temples. A seed which
dropped on the top of a wall and
it grew but it could not get water
on the stones. The roots grew

downwards to the ground and it
looked like big snakes crawling
the walls. I tried to get the name
of the tree but nobody gave me
the name of the tree in English.
Life is a miracle and mystery.

We visited a small killing field
in Seam Reap area. There is a
tower with glass. Inside of the
tower there are skulls and bones.
Some of them are large and some
others are small. The guide said
that the yellow bones are males’
and white ones are females’
There are baby bones too. Khmer
Rouge killed the people such as
doctors, lawyers and teachers.
They attempted to rebuild the
country’s agriculture on the
model of the 11th century and
discarded western medicine and
destroyed temples, libraries and
anything considered Western.

It is said that approximately
one to three million were killed.
What a tragedy! Human beings
can be crueler than animals when
they are misled. Economy is ter-
rible. One man said that a teacher
makes 50 U.S. dollars. Many peo-
ple live with less than one dollar
a day. Small children in the tour-
ist area speak Korean language
because many Koreans visit the
area. We went to Lonle Sap Lake
by boat and small boats were
chasing us. Old ladies and young
mothers took their young chil-
dren to beg charity even in the
lake. It was really sad.

We flew from Seam Reap air-
port to Hanoi, Vietnam in the
late afternoon and arrived at
Hanoi at the same night late. We

Photo by Pyong Roh
Halong Bay, Vietnam with "Kissing Chickens."

moved to Halong Bay area by
bus. Halong means a dragon
coming down from the sky in
Chinese. Vietnam was a colony
of China for a long time and Chi-
nese culture still remains. In the
morning we looked down Halong
Bay from the hotel. It was like a
great piece of picture. There are
many and many small islands in
the bay. They say there are 7,000
islands but actually there are
around 4,000 islands in the bay.
UNESCO designated this bay as
a natural estate of the world.

We came down to the pier to
catch a boat. We sailed between
islands which are like gardens in
the middle of the sea. The sur-
face of the sea was very calm
because many islands block the
big waves coming from the
ocean. We landed on a small
island which has a great cave. We
walked through the cave which is
so beautiful and many stones
made various forms.

We sailed again and saw two
small islands sitting together.
They are like chickens kissing
each other. They call them kiss-
ing chickens. The sea is blue and
the islands are green with trees
and grasses. There are also rock
cliffs on the islands. They are like
great walls. Nature is really beau-
tiful and marvellous.

Who tries to destroy the
beauty of Nature? We have to
preserve Nature not only for us
but also the future generations.

Who will do that job? Not
They, but We, You and Me.

Feds
Understate
Cost of
Climate
Disruption

A multi-agency effort to
nail down the social cost
of carbon emissions
ignores wrenching cli-
mate impacts such as
ocean acidification and
makes efforts to curb
emissions seem dispro-
portionately expensive,
economists say.

By Douglas Fischer
DailyClimate.org, November 16,
2010

All those insults and chang-
es resulting from climate dis-
ruption add up quickly:

$15 billion for Midwest
farmers staring at a year of
crop loss and rebuilding as the
Mississippi River floods.

600 deaths and 1,000
hospitalizations as a heat wave
bakes Chicago.

®9$147 million gone as
Alaska’s king crab fishery suc-
cumbs to acidification and
changing prey/predator struc-
tures.

The list touches virtually
every human endeavor - for-
estry, health, tourism, energy
production, city planning,
agriculture, commerce, even
culture.

The total cost of climate
change seems impossible to
pin down, given the uncer-
tainties. But an assortment of
climate researchers and econ-
omists are now chasing after
that sum, attempting to arrive
at a bottom line.

In February an inter-agen-
cy workgroup released the
administration’s best guess of
what each ton of carbon diox-
ide dumped in the atmosphere
costs society: $21, plus or
minus, or roughly $121 billion
worth of damages annually as
a result of U.S. carbon dioxide
emissions.

Until this summer, the
exercise was mostly academic.
No more. The death of cap-
and-trade and the shift in
Congress following the mid-
term elections means that bot-
tom line has the potential to
shape U.S. climate policy for
the foreseeable future.

As federal agencies like the
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency take the lead to
limit emissions, their propos-
als must balance the cost of
new restrictions against bene-
fit of avoiding climate change
impacts.

That’s because the costs of
averting global change are also
steep: Trillions of dollars to
rework energy infrastructure,
change habits, upgrade hous-
ing stock and capture and
sequester  planet-warming
emissions, just to start.

The lower the estimated

See €limate page 13

Photo from lighthousefriends.com
Piney Point Lighthouse in Maryland.

INVITATION
TO WONDER

Feeper of the Light

By Elizabeth Ayres
California, Maryland

Closely manicured by swift
salt winds, cedars huddle near
the lighthouse at Piney Point,
Maryland. I stand on the pier
staring down at the Potomac,
where swift salt currents rush in
and out simultaneously. The
schizophrenic tide creates tense
ripples on the river’s surface,
treacherous eddies in its depths,
and just now seems to be influ-
encing a flock of swallows, which
zig and zag crazily in staggered,
frantic flight.

I have no clue what might
have drawn me here today, just
that I've been thinking about
lighthouses for some time now,
ever since I read a series of jour-
nal entries describing the 1633
Atlantic crossing of one of Mary-
land's founding fathers. Furious
winds, fearsome pirates, boister-
ous seas, smashed rudders. A
ship that drifts “like a dish in the
water, at the mercy of the waves”
Sure, and anyone who picks up a
newspaper these days will find
echoes of that harrowing
account.

I think I would have enjoyed
my job, had I been Keeper of the
Light here. I imagine gadding
about during the day, collecting
oyster shells in colors to match
my moods: white for happy, gray
for sad, ochre-stained for pensive
times, lavender-tinted when con-
tentment rules. The crimson flag
of the setting sun alerts me to
hurry home, where I transfer all
my treasures to some shelf, care-
ful to leave there with them my
vagrant feelings.

All night I keep vigil with
beacon or foghorn, as the weath-
er requires, but my duty goes
beyond flipping some switch. I
picture them in my mind, men
and women in their fragile boats,
storm-tossed, afraid for their
lives, their cries woven into the
fabric of swift salt winds. They
need whatever light I can give
them, shining forth from the
nearby tower or shining forth
from that smaller observatory,
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my heart.

I remember reading some-
thing in the Washington Post a
few months back about how hap-
piness can spread among people
rather like a virus. Studies show
our emotional state depends as
much on others” choices, actions
and experiences as it does on our
own and the statistics are coun-
ter-intuitive. A joyful next-door
neighbor, whom I may not know
well, can increase my joy factor
by 34%, while a spouse’s happi-
ness will only bolster mine by
8%. This inverse correlation
between intimacy and impact
leads to some interesting specu-
lations. It suggests, for instance,
that in troubled times like these,
I have a responsibility to keep
watch over my own vagrant emo-
tions, especially fear. I must keep
my heart’s lens clear, as it were,
so that whatever light I possess
- faith, hope, love — will continue
to radiate out invisibly but
brightly, reaching those endan-
gered by despair’s boisterous
seas. And what if, by some small
kindness, I can make just one
stranger happy? Then the domi-
no effect kicks in and that per-
son’s entire network will get a jolt
of joy.

Today’s paper may bring news
of schizophrenic tides, tense rip-
ples, treacherous eddies, but I am
the Keeper of the Light and I
have a job to do.

Elizabeth Ayres, author of Know
the Way and Writing the Wave,
is the founder of the Center for
Creative Writing (Creative Writ-
ingCenter.com). For a free
excerpt or MP3 download from
her new book Invitation to Won-
der: A Journey through the Sea-
sons, visit InvitationToWonder.
com. The late Thomas Berry
praised this book, saying, "Love-
ly. Shows amazing breadth of
thought.” Annie Dillard says,
"These exquisitely written reflec-
tions create space for all that is
beautiful and true.” Beatrice
Bruteau says, "Ayres’ poetic
vision transforms our ordinary
perceptions into mystic beauty.”
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Food and Health

Environmental Effects of Meat Production

Submitted by Wynde Juliet
‘Winston, Westminster MD
November 12, 2010

A personal appeal from
Wikipedia founder Jimmy Wales

From Wikipedia, the free en-
cyclopedia: The neutrality of this
article is disputed. Please see the
discussion on the talk page. Please
do not remove this message until
the dispute is resolved. (Septem-
ber 2010)

The environmental effects of
meat production include pol-
lution and the use of resources
such as fossil fuels, water and
land. This article discusses the
environmental effects of live-
stock and poultry farming.

According to a 2006 report
by the Livestock, Environment
and Development Initiative, the
livestock industry is one of the
largest contributors to environ-
mental degradation worldwide
and modern practices of rais-
ing animals for food contributes
on a "massive scale" to air and
water pollution, land degrada-
tion, climate change and loss of
biodiversity. The initiative con-
cluded that, "The livestock sector
emerges as one of the top two or
three most significant contribu-
tors to the most serious environ-
mental problems, at every scale
from local to global."[!] In 2006
the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization (FAO) estimated that
the meat industry contributes
18% of all emissions of green-
house gasses. This figure was
challenged in 2009 by two World
Watch researchers who estimat-
ed a 51% minimum,[2] however
this paper has not been peer re-
viewed.[3]

Animals fed on grain need
more water than grain crops. In
tracking food-animal produc-
tion from the feed through to the
dinner table, the inefficiencies of
meat, milk and egg production
range from a 4:1 energy input to
protein output ratio up to 54:1.
The result is that producing ani-
mal-based food is typically much
less efficient than the harvesting
of grains, vegetables, legumes,

ESTIMATED VIRTUAL WATER REQUIREMENTS
FOR VARIOUS CROPS (M* WATER/TON CROP)[”]
Hoekstra | Chapagain | Zimmer Oki Average
& Hung | & Hoekstra | & Renault etal.
(2003) (2003) (2003) (2003)
Beef 15977 13500 20700 16726
Pork 5906 4600 5900 5469
Cheese 5288 5288
Poultry 2828 4100 4500 3809
Eggs 4657 2700 3200 3519
Rice 2656 1400 3600 2552
Soybeans 2300 2750 2500 2517
Wheat 1150 1160 2000 1437
Maize 450 710 1900 1020
Milk 865 790 560 738
Potatoes 160 105 133

seeds and fruits for direct human
consumption. (4]

Relatedly, the production and
consumption of meat and other
animal products is associated
with the clearing of rainforests,
resource depletion, air and water
pollution, land and economic in-
efficiency, species extinction and
other environmental harms.

Although it requires less land
for the livestock, factory farm-
ing requires large quantities of
feed which must be grown on
large areas of land. Free-range
animal production requires
land for grazing, which has led
to encroachment on undevel-
oped lands as well as clear cut-
ting of forests. Such expansion
has increased the rate of species
extinction and damaged the ser-
vices offered by nature, such as
the natural processing of pollut-
ants.[

According to the United Na-
tions, "Ranching-induced defor-
estation is one of the main causes
of loss of some unique plant and
animal species in the tropical
rainforests of Central and South
America as well as carbon release
in the atmosphere.”[5] The FAO
agrees, saying that "Expanding
livestock production is one of the
main drivers of the destruction
of tropical rainforests in Latin

America, which is causing seri-
ous environmental degradation
in the region."[5] An earlier FAO
study found that 90% of defores-
tation is caused by unsustainable
agricultural practices. Logging
and plantation forestry, though
not as major contributors to de-
forestation, play a gfreater role in
forest degradation. 6]

Water resources

Producing a certain quantity
of food in meat requires much
more water than producing the
?g]me amount of food in grain.

According to the vegetarian
author John Robbins, it rough-
ly takes 60, 108, 168 and 229
pounds of water to produce a
pound of potatoes, wheat, corn
and rice respectively. He reports
that a pound of beef, however,
f9e]quires 12,000 gallons of water.

David Pimentel explained in
his calculations that:

The data we had indicated
that a beef animal consumed 100
kg (1 kg = 2.2 pounds) of hay
and 4 kg of grain per 1 kg of beef
produced. Using the basic rule
that it takes about 1,000 liters of
water to produce 1 kg of hay and
grain, thus about 100,000 liters
were required to produce the 1

kg of beef.[10]

Effects on

Aquatic Ecosystems

Significant negative effects of
aquatic and riparian ecosystems
are also associated with meat
production in the United States.
In the Western United States 80%
of stream and riparian habitats
have been negatively impacted
by livestock grazing. This has re-
sulted in increased phosphates,
nitrates, decreased dissolved ox-
ygen, increased temperature, tur-
bidity and eutrophication events
and reduced species diversity
(Belsky et al., 1999). In the East-
ern United States waste release
from pork farms has also been
shown to cause large-scale eu-
trophication of bodies of water,
including the Mississippi River
and Atlantic Ocean (Palmquist,
etal., 1997).

Fossil Fuel Consumption &
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Animals can provide a useful
source of draught power to farm-
ers in the developing world.

At a global scale, a November
29, 2006 United Nations report
called "Livestock's Long Shad-
ow: Environmental Issues and
Options" assesses the meat and
livestock industry to contribute
to about 9% of total anthropo-
genic carbon dioxide emissions,
including 37% of methane and
65% of nitrous oxide emissions.

At a local level, livestock
represents up to half of New
Zealand's greenhouse gas emis-
sions,[11] and nearly 20% of the
total methane emissions of the
United States of America.[12]

Indirect effects account for
most of agricultural greenhouse
gas emissions and are attributed
to emissions of nitrous oxides
and other gases from concen-
trated livestock operations and
from microbial activities in soil
and water following applications
of fertilizers.[13] ~ Greenhouse
gas emissions are not limited to
animal husbandry; for instance,
in many countries where rice is
the main cereal crop, rice cul-

See Meat page 15
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cost of disruption — known as the
“social cost of carbon” - the less
action the Obama Administra-
tion can justify. And several
economists and scientists fear
that the Administration has low-
balled the figure, handicapping
its ability to curb emissions.

“Its like a volume dial on
regulation,” said Kristen Sheeran,
executive director for the Eco-
nomics for Equity and the Envi-
ronment Network. “The higher
the social cost of carbon, the
more stringent those regulations
can be”

“My fear is that they’re going
right back to the exact same
models that have provided a lot
of grist for the justification of
inaction in the first place”

Those models provide the
best information to date, said
Richard Tol, a research professor
at the Economic and Social
Research Institute in Dublin, Ire-
land, who developed one of the
three impact models used by the
federal government.

More research will help nar-
row the range of uncertainty, he
said, but the numbers the federal
government has picked reflect
established, peer-reviewed sci-
ence. “The number is not precise
but it’s not a crazy number”

The $21 figure came from an
inter-agency effort consisting of
representatives from 12 federal
agencies. It has become the
default value for government
benefit-cost analyses; efforts by
individual agencies to assess the
value of emissions reductions
have largely ceased. In recent
months the Department of Ener-
gy has cited that figure to assess
the impact of new air condition-
ing efficiency standards and the
EPA cites it in the agency’s analy-
sis of greenhouse gas emissions
from light trucks, among others.

But the figure is low, critics
say — a danger that will become
apparent as the administration
tries to justify additional and
more ambitious mitigation
efforts. If capturing carbon emis-
sions from coal-fired power
plants — a technology that does
not exist commercially today -
ends up costing only $30 per ton
of carbon dioxide yet the benefit
of keeping each ton out of the

atmosphere is worth just $21,
carbon sequestration would fail
the benefit-cost test.

“If $21 a ton actually drove
policy, where would we end up?
Well, wed end up with a whole lot
more warming,’ said a former
EPA official who declined to be
identified because of his continu-
ing work with federal agencies on
the effort. “Twenty-one dollars a
ton doesn’t really justify much”

The U.S. Global Change
Research Program backs that up.
To limit atmospheric carbon lev-
els to 450 parts-per-million
(ppm) using the least-expensive
technologies available, carbon
dioxide emissions would need to
be valued between $36 and $88
per ton, it concluded in a 2007
report. Current atmospheric car-
bon levels are near 385 ppm,
about 35 percent higher than
pre-industrial levels. Science is
not clear what level poses a
threat, but some research sug-
gests higher risk of dire conse-
quences if atmospheric carbon
were to increase above the 450
ppm threshold.

The federal value underesti-
mates the impact in large part,
economists  say, because
unknowns are unvalued in the
analysis. Local and regional
impacts? Ocean acidification?
Catastrophic floods and wild-
fires? All are ignored in scenarios
used by the administration. The
science behind the models isn’t
precise enough.

“We don’t have any numbers
for any of these things, said
David Weisbach, University of
Chicago law professor and direc-
tor of the school’s law and eco-
nomics program. “You can say
lots of things - that it's a wild-
assed guess — but it’s sort of crazy
to say this is how we’re going to
decide what were going to do
about climate change”

“It’s trillions of dollars in deci-
sions; were going to remake our
entire energy system based on
that?”

To be sure, the inter-agency
group issued a range of numbers
with its report in February: $5,
$21 and $35 per ton of carbon
dioxide. It also proposed a worst-
case scenario — $65 per ton -
meant to represent higher-than-

expected impacts from tempera-
ture change. It also made clear
that it will continue to revise its
figures as the science improves.

The federal values are about a
quarter of the range cited in one
of the most oft-quoted economic
analyses on climate change, the
Stern Review, commissioned by
the British government and
authored by UK economist Sir
Nicholas Stern. But the Stern
Review, though rigorously
reviewed, relied on unconven-
tional and innovative analyses to
arrive at a mid-range figure of
about $85 per ton. Germany’s
environmental ministry pegs the
value at about $95 per ton.

The Obama administration
stuck with a more conventional
accounting, one that, some econ-
omists say, is biased downward at
every turn.

In a statement, Office of Man-
agement and Budget spokes-
woman Meg Reilly said the cost
estimates developed by the inter-
agency working group “are pre-
sented as a range with acknowl-
edgement of the many uncer-
tainties involved. Agencies
should calculate the social bene-
fits of their regulations using the
entire range identified in the
document” Those estimates, the
agency added, will be revisited
within two years “or at such time
as substantially updated models
become available”

The EPA declined to make
any experts available to speak on
the record about the issue. It is
holding a pair of invitation-only
events in Washington, D.C., to
explore the issue - one later this
week to explore difficulties mod-
elingand valuing climate impacts,
the second in January to review
research on impacts to such areas
as agriculture, human health and
ocean acidification, among oth-
ers.

“The interagency process
asked a bunch of very, very
straight-laced and middle-of-
the-road economists and they
came up with some ridiculous
answers,” said Jim Barrett, chief
economist of the Clean Economy
Development Center. “If you
tweak a handful of those param-
eters ... the answer comes out to
be radically different.”

And that hints at a larger
issue: That climate change sim-
ply does not lend itself to cost-
benefit analysis. It is a moral and
political issue, similar to abor-
tion or human rights, say some
economists. The political ques-
tions dominate the economic
ones.

For example, asks Jonathan
Masur, assistant professor of law
at the University of Chicago,
what if China, the world’s largest
carbon-dioxide emitter, seizes on
the United States’ effort to curb
emissions as an opportunity to
burn more coal? Or the opposite
- what if the world, heartened by
America’s restraint, agrees on a
global treaty to curb greenhouse
gases?

“You can't just put a bunch of
economists in a room and get an
answer out of them,” said Masur,
“As a purely technical matter, this
number, $21.40, might very well
be off by a factor of 10 in either
direction”

But others who support cost-
benefit analysis say this uncer-
tainty can be overcome. “We
cannot produce perfect benefit-
cost analyses of carbon control,”
said John Graham, who headed
the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs under Presi-
dent George W. Bush and now is
dean of the Indiana University
School of Public and Environ-
mental Affairs.

“But that does not mean the
regulators should be banned
from seeing cost-benefit infor-
mation,” he added. “That is a
straw man created by zealots
who think climate policy can be
determined without considering
costs and benefits”

Even a wide range of esti-
mates offers enough information
to favor some policies and rule
out others, he said.

And that’s exactly what keeps
Tol working on his models.

“We have to do this. We have
to come up with an estimate. The
alternative is to provide no guid-
ance whatsoever to the policy
process.”

DailyClimate.org is a nonprofit
news service covering climate
change.

Mark's Green Party
Remembering the
Good Ol Yoga Days

By Mark Lautman
Rockville, Maryland

John Outtabreath and Jacob
Anklesprain were doing their
warm-up stretches before the
weekly yoga class at the United
Reformed Monotheistic Com-
munity Center. The two men, in
their middle sixties, were set in
their holistic ways and didn't
quite connect with the twenty-
something teacher that volun-
teered her Sunday mornings for
the benefit of active retirees.

“Yoga just isn’t the way it used
to be, mused Outtabreath. “I
don’t understand all these new
techniques like ‘Vinyasa’ and
‘Power Yoga' and ‘Hot Yoga’
When we started back in 1965,
the only thing available was
Hatha Yoga. I didn’t even know it
was Hatha yoga because there
was no other type available!”

“I know what you mean,
commiserated  Anklesprain.
“Nowadays the teachers are into
things like generating ‘heat’ and
strengthening the ‘pecs’ Do you
have a pec? What is a pec?”

The instructor cheerily strode
into the room and bestowed a
vivacious “Good Morning Every-
one” to the students. She was
wearing a sweat band on her
forehead, leggings over leotards,
hair bundled into a pony tail and
sipping the last ounces of a chai
latte. “I'm a little hung over from
a party last night so I'll keep the
background music mellow for
this lesson. Rap doesn’t do it for
me today. Does anyone have
some suggestions?”

“How about Rhapsody in Blue
by Gershwin?” offered
Anklesprain.

The instructor checked her
iPhone. “Nope, 1 didn't down-
load that one onto my machine
and we don’t have any connectiv-
ity here. I'll start us off with some
John Philip Sousa”

“Another thing is the names
of these new teachers,” bemoaned
Outtabreath. “In the old days
they used to have names like
Swami Srinivasta and Subuyama
Bhagyamma. Now the teachers
have these unpronounceable
names like..”

“My name is Sue Cunning-
ham, for those of you who are
new to this yoga class,” said the
teacher. “Today we'll be doing a
lot of inversion poses. These
poses have the triple benefit of
massaging the thyroid, enhanc-
ing balance and flooding what’s
left of your brains with fresh
blood”

“That’s exactly what I don't
like about the new-age yoga,
said Anklesprain. “The poses are
always for some benefit, like
there’s always some angle”

“Not like the old days, Jacob,
when we did yoga for enlighten-
ment””

“OK;” continued an energetic
Cunningham. “Let’s get warmed
up, shall we? Everyone on the
mats for twenty rapid sun saluta-
tions. On the count of three.
One, two, ...”

“That’s another thing,” men-
tioned Outtabreath. “There are
no more ‘poses. Everything is
rush rush. You can’t do a head-
stand for more than sixty sec-
onds in today’s classes. I'm think-

ing that all these new teachers
have ADD! It wasn't like this
forty years ago. You remember
Jaiman Mehta?”

“You mean ol' Bonecracker?
He was superb! People came for
miles to work on their poses with
him. You remember that time in
1987 when the stock market
crashed?”

“How could I forget? He got
us all set up in the Downward
Dog pose and then his stockbro-
ker called to tell him he was
wiped out on Black Monday. We
were standing there like triangles
for two hours as he was trying to
find out where he went wrong”

“He felt like garbage that day;’
reminisced Anklesprain, “but I
had never felt better! You don’t
get teachers like that anymore.
You think Ms. Cunningham here
has any money at all on short
sales in the commodity markets?
She’s probably long on no-risk
municipal bonds. There’s no rea-
son for her broker to call her, so
we'll never have a chance to do a
10-minute forward fold”

The two grumpy nostalgics
went through the warm-up, gri-
macing each time they saw the
video feed of themselves on the
studios flat-screen television.
The scrolling caption on the bot-
tom of the screen gave the latest
troop counts on both sides of the
Korean border.

“Very good!” encouraged
Cunningham. “T can tell that
some of you have been working
out at home with the yoga DVDs.
Let’s reconnect to our hearts and
breathing. When you’re focused,
bend slightly forward, raise both
hands to the sky and jump up
and down thirty times while
chanting ‘coom-wa ooom-wa.”

“You know, Jacob, I'm begin-
ning to think some of these poses
aren’t really poses”

Cunningham explained the
purpose of the jumping. “This
movement is called masla hua
kela, or mashed banana. It really
works your abs, quads and glu-
tes, plus it’s real aerobic. When
it’s over, your intestines look like
the mashed banana smoothie I
had at my boyfriend’s house.
Breathe here”

The two seniors stopped after
just a few jumps. They were
beginning to feel a bit hostile.

“Wow;” exclaimed Cunning-
ham after she finished thirty
jumps. “That was a really good
energizer. My heart is really
pumped. Just in case any of you
can’t hear over your heartbeats
and the John Philip Sousa tunes,
I'll turn on the microphone so
were all on the same page with
the cues”

Outtabreath and Anklesprain
took a look at each other and
realized that this path to enlight-
enment was not for them. They
rolled up their mats and headed
for the door.

“Where are you gentlemen
going? We still have 15 minutes
left in the aerobic segment”

“No thanks, Ms. Cunning-
ham, were going to this new
ashram at the mall,” said Outta-
breath.

“Yeah,” added Anklesprain.
“They have video games, strobe
lights and junk food. It will be

more relaxing than this!”
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Friends of OE in

Cancun for Sierra
Club Report In

Impressions of the Day
Before the UN Climate
Conference in Cancun

By Glen Besa
Richmond, Virginia

On Sunday on our way to the UN conference
center in Cancun to pick up our credentials as
official NGO observers for the Sierra Club, my
wife, Tyla Matteson, and I struck up a conversa-
tion with a young delegate from Kenya. His first
question for us was, “Has the USA softened its
stance on ratifying the Kyoto Protocol?” When I
told him “no chance” he just laughed - a knowing
laugh of frustration that the U.SS., the largest
economy in the world and historically the largest
carbon emitter, still fails to make any long-term
commitment to CO, reductions.

Moments before I had read on my Blackberry
that Oxford University’s Tyndall Centre for Cli-
mate Change Research is to release a study on
Monday (the first day of the UN Climate Confer-
ence) that predicts one billion people could lose
their homes to climate change (sea level rise,
droughts, crop failure, etc.) by 2100. The African
continent will be hard hit by drought and deserti-
fication. But U.S. citizens are already losing their
homes to climate change on the Alaskan coast
(ironically, Sarah Palin’s home state) where the
U.S. government is spending tens of millions of
dollars to relocate native Alaskans whose fishing
villages have fallen into the sea, having lost the
protection of sea ice that once protected them
from winter storms.

After picking up our credentials, we scoped out
the Cancun Messe, the venue where many of the
programs of the two-week climate conference will
be held and where our Sierra Club delegation will
meet regularly for briefings and strategy ses-
sions. Not far away from our meeting room is the
official U.S. Delegation exhibit area. As Tyla and I
walked past with workman busily setting up the
USA display, it seemed to me, as many bad actors
as there are on climate change among the Nations
of the world, U.S. citizens are in no position to
criticize any others until we get our own house in
order.

With the all too recent election of 'Flat Earth-
ers' to the U.S. 112th Congress, we have two years
to turn this around. 2012 needs to be the year we
elect a Congress dedicated to addressing climate
change. There is no time to waste.

Glen Besa and Tyla Matteson, of Virginia, are two
of forty people from the Sierra Club attending the
UN Climate Conference as official observers.

Email from Tyla

Hi Iona,

I hope all is well with you. Glen and I are here
in Cancun, attending the second day of the UN
climate conference. We are credentialed for the
first week, November 29 to December 4, and part
of a Sierra Club (SC) delegation of 40, half for the
first week, the other half for the second.

Many in our SC delegation are students with
Sierra Student Coalition. They are enthusiastic
and doing excellent work.

Above is a blog Glen wrote on the first day,
November 29. We are staying in a nice, clean hos-
tel in Cancun central, away from the palatial
hotels and find the area very hospitable and liv-
able.

Among those also staying at our hostel are a
delegation of youth from New Zealand and the
head official negotiating delegate from Nepal.

As always, our expectations are hopeful for a
positive outcome. In general, the U.S. is a large
obstacle to progress with the unwilling U.S. Con-
gress but we are here because there are many things
we can do to move forward to reduce emissions and
it is good to meet others from the U.S. and around
the world also committed to our biggest world chal-
lenge.

Two areas that I will pursue here are women's
issues and “cool cities,” to include the good work
of ICLEI in the major cities of the world. ICLEI
has a long title that is no longer used. The organi-
zation uses “ICLEI - Local Governments for Sus-
tainability” They have over 1,200 member cities
over the world and work with each locality to
develop a plan, beginning with an emissions
inventory, with the goal of a sustainable energy
economy, using renewables and high-efficiency
technology.

Hasta luego,
Tyla Matteson, Richmond, Virginia

PS. For those who want to read more of Glen’s
blog, it's at http://sierraclub.typepad.com/com-
pass/2010/11/impressions-of-the-day-before.html.

Best Bus Route in America, Driver

is Friend of OE, Mark Petersen

By Beth Lohman
November 9, 2010

The 3:50 p.m. Smartway
Bus between the Roanoke Val-
ley and New River Valley is
the best bus route in America.
Beginning with Mark Peters-
en, the driver - he’s a champi-
on of alternative transporta-
tion. When not driving the
bus, he’s pedaling around town
by bike as he doesn’t own a
car.

Then the regulars: the
CAD engineer whose mother
was a pilot in WWII, the five
Korean high-schoolers who
challenge you with questions
about your own culture, the
Red Cross manager who is a
grandfather of two, the city’s
accountant who immigrated
from Albania, the U.S. Forest-
ry engineer who works on cre-
ating better public spaces and

the psychology professor with
the dry sense of wit. The hour-
long ride is my “third place” -
where I connect with people
and we share our thoughts,
our lives and the ride home.

[Ed.: Mark was one of the ones
who somehow got his hands
on my mini, mini book "The
Order of the Earth" (made
from two pieces of paper 15
years ago) and we are still
friends. When I read about his
bus route, this is what I wrote:

Holy smokes, Mark, I had
no idea you were a bus driver!
CooooooL!

I hope it's OK if I use this
little description and your pic-
ture in the January OE.

Good going! I have often
thought that bus driving is a
fine occupation.

Thanks for sharing this with
me! I'm tickled.]

Photo by Beth Lohman
Mark Petersen of Roanoke, Virginia, does not own a car but drives a very friendly bus
In harmony with his personal, minimal-fossil-fiiel-use policy.

Promote Your Cause, Organization,
Services or Products Here

(as long as they are in harmony with our
philosophy of Earth-care)

New Ad Rates

Full Page (11 1/2 x 19 1/2)

$300 one month, $810 three months, $1440 six months

(Discounts only if pre-paid. Rates negotiable. These prices apply to camera-
ready ads only. There is a small fee if we prepare your ad for you.)

2-Column Ads
$5 per inch high
3 1/2 inches wide
Minimum 3 inches

Maximum 10 inches
Three months = 10% off
Six months = 20% off

Quarter Page (horizontal)
11 1/2" wide by 5 1/2" high
$75 one month

$202 three months

$360 six months

Half Page

Horizontal =11 1/2" wide, 10" high

$150 one month
$405 three months
$720 six months

Eighth Page (horizontal)
5 3/4" wide by 5" high
$40 one month

$108 three months

$192 six months




The Order of the Earth: January 2011, Page 15

Setters 1o the “Editor

“eat continued from page 13

tivation is responsible for most of the methane
emissions.[14

The production of protein from grain-fed
animals requires eight times as much fossil-fuel
energy as the production of plant protein.[4] Ac-
cording to an article in Environmental Health
Perspectives, typical feedlot husbandry of cattle
requires an input of 35 kcal of fossil fuel to pro-
duce one kcal of food energy in beef, far more
than that required for comparable plants.[15]

A 2006 study at the University of Chicago
concluded that a person switching from a typi-
cal American diet to a vegan diet with the same
number of calories would prevent the emission
of 1485 kg of carbon dioxide. The difference
exceeds that of an individual switching from a
Toyota Camry to the hybrid Toyota Prius and
collectively amounts to over 6% of the total U.S.
greenhouse gas emissions. [16]

This view, however, reflects the situation in the
developed world and does not take into account
the situation in most Third-World countries. In
the developing world, notably Asia and Africa,
fossil fuels are seldom used to transport feed
for farm animals. Sheep or goats, for example,
require no fuel, since they graze on farmlands,
while bales of hay for bovines are still transport-
ed mainly using bullock carts or similar devices.
Little to no meat processing takes place in the
vast majority of the developing world. Animals
are also often herded to the place of slaughter
(with the exception of poultry) resulting in a
very low use of fossil fuels.[17] In fact, farm ani-
mals in the developing world are used for mul-
tiple purposes, from providing draught power to
transportation, while also serving as meat once
they reach the end of their economic lives.

A more efficient use of animal waste may be
a contributing factor in sustainability. The by-
products of slaughtered animals can be used to
provide biogas. Trains running on this fuel are
already in operation in Sweden.[!8] The use of
biogas to run mass transit is likely only possible
as a side effect of industrial agriculture.

Response

The detrimental environmental effects of
meat production have become a strong argument
in favor of the reduction or abandonment of the
consumption of meat, most notably for vegetari-
anism. Individual commitment is being increas-
ingly supported by local initiatives, such as the
meat-free days of the Belgian city of Ghent (or
Veggiedag)[1®] which imposes vegetarian-only
food in public canteens for civil servants and
elected concillors, soon in all schools and pro-
motes vegetarian eating options in town through
the distribution of "veggie street maps."

The UN has admitted that a report linking
livestock to global warming exaggerated the im-
pact of eating meat on climate change. Dr. Frank
Mitloehner, from the University of California at
Davis, said meat and milk production generates
less greenhouse gas than most environmental-
ists claim and that the emissions figures were
calculated differently to the transport figures,
resulting in an “apples-and-oranges analogy that
truly confused the issue”. [20] The meat figure
had been reached by adding all greenhouse-gas
emissions associated with meat production, in-
cluding fertilizer production, land clearance,
methane emissions and vehicle use on farms,
whereas the transport figure had only included
the burning of fossil fuels. In the original press
release in which Dr. Mitloehner's assertions ap-
pear, it transpires that his work was funded by a
$26,000 grant from the Beef Checkoff Program.
(211 In addition, his comments do not state that
the UN's calculations are false but rather that
they considered the entire commodity chain,
which they did not do for transport.[22]
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Sharing OE

Iona,

We would like as many people as
possible to know about The Order of
the Earth and environmental issues
since we all know that it's our only
chance for survival. We will be go-
ing around to parties, open houses
as part of the (holiday) season and
would be glad to get 50 of them out
there to others along with my cover
letter and homemade subscription
blank. I'll put five bucks in the mail
for postage.

The first Open House is December
5 near Hancock, Maryland; I don't
know if they can get here that fast*
but if they do I'll be passing them out
there.

You are doing significant work and
we are grateful.

Jack and Kathie Hendricks
McConnellsburg, Pennsylvania

*Ed.: I hand-delivered them to be sure
they'd get there in time.

Iona,

Thank you for the November/De-
cember issue of the paper. Tina and I
are ecstatic to see the story (about the
party) on the front page. We are go-
ing to share the paper with the dance
club (Central Pennsylvania Square
Dance Callers Association) at our
next dance. I know that they will be
happy to see this also.

I'wouldlike to help out...to whom
and where do I send the check?

I love taking pictures of mother
nature at its best and at its worse,
even what is man-made - might be
ugly to some but beautiful to others.
Would you like me to send you a few
pictures? Some pictures will tell the
story of what needs to be told.

Please let me know.

Leonard Foust & Tina Swinn

Comments on Content

Dear Iona,

Thanks very much, Iona - love-
ly red maple leaves (with Sandy's
poem)! The articles in the newspaper
were excellent. I wonder about those
Louisiana shrimp, too!

Best,
Sandy Chilcote, Newfoundland

Dear Iona,

Thank you for the November OE
but especially the story of the "party."
Your reasons for "not going" at first
are the same I would have but you can
see the fun and joy on your face - NO
- your whole being. Don't have any-
thing like this in my life anymore so
thank you (on behalf of shut-ins) for
letting me "go" to the party as well.

Looking forward to the rest of this
wonderful OE that you and so many
work together to do.

Pesalo,
Sunny War Eagle
Marianna, Florida

WMD in D.C.

Dear Iona,

As you can see in the email mes-
sage below from the Army Corps'
Spring Valley community liaison,

they've postponed the 10 days of con-
ventional munitions destruction on
the "federal property" behind Sibley
Hospital until January.

Allen Hengst

Washington, D.C.

"I wanted to follow up with you on
the status of the Controlled Detona-
tion Chamber (CDC) operation. As
you know, we were planning to start
the controlled detonation chamber
operation this week and complete the
effort before the holidays. Unfortu-
nately, there was an unanticipated
delay in the set-up process. When the
CDC team was preparing to transport
the chamber from Aberdeen Proving
Ground to Spring Valley, the hydrau-
lics on the trailer broke. This trailer is
specially designed for the CDC so that
operations can be done with the CDC
on the trailer. The project team got
another trailer to transport the cham-
ber but we can't perform operations
on this trailer. This created a new
requirement to bring in a crane and
perform a crane lift.

The project team worked to get a
second staging platform ready so the
CDC system could be transferred
onto it via a crane lift. With safety as
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers'
(USACE's) #1 priority, USACE safety
officers check and certify plans for
every planned crane lift. USACE
worked to obtain the crane safety cer-
tification for this unanticipated crane
lift as quickly as possible; however, it
delayed the set-up more than origi-
nally expected.

With this delay, we will not be able
to start CDC operations until after the
new year. The new planned start date
is January 10, with CDC tours planned
for either January 6 or January 7. We
will follow up with you later once we
determine an exact date for the tour."

Up until quite recently, everyone at
USACE was still hopeful that the site
set-up team would be able to have the
CDC ready for operations around the
timeframe originally set out in the
post card. It became clear to us this
week that the schedule would be more
delayed than originally expected.

Because of the short timeframe, we
were unable to get a mailer out but
posted the info on the project Web
site, as well as Yahoo list-servs and the
monthly project update email distri-
bution list. We will be sending out a
follow-up mailer indicating the new
projected start date. I expect it will
arrive in everyone's mail by the end of
the year.

Again, the start date for January 10
is tentative. As Todd indicates (as
long as this date holds, which I have
confidence it will) USACE will plan
on holding tours either Thursday the
6th or Friday the 7th of January. We
will follow up with a tour date and
timeframe as soon as we receive con-
firmation on the start date.

Maya

Spring Valley
Community Outreach
(410) 962-2210 (office)
(410) 733-2279 (cell)

Cancun Climate Talks
Hi Iona,

The conference wrapped up this
morning and here are some summa-

ries from Oxfam (a worldwide organi-
zation working for social justice) and
from GCCA - Global Campaign for
Climate Action, with their special
project known as TckTckTck (below).
GCCA is an umbrella group of over
200 NGOs from 30 countries and
includes Oxfam, 350.org, Greenpeace
Int'l, World Wildlife Fund, Avaax and
the Union of Concerned Scientists.
(http://tcktcktck.org/about/about-
gcca)

Thanks for forwarding the appeal
to contact the U.S. State Department.

When you read the summaries, it
is unfortunate that the US. is still a
laggard on climate, therefore an
impediment to making the changes
we need.
Tyla Matteson
Richmond, Virginia

POST-CANCUN
TALKING POINTS

CLIMATE COMEBACK:
THE RACE IS ON

oThe outcome of the UN climate
talks in Cancun means a major boost
for the race to a climate-resilient and
low-carbon future. Governments have
come to an agreement that gives the
world reason to be optimistic that the
international negotiations can actually
deliver a fair, ambitious and binding
agreement to tackle climate change. It
hasn’t happened in Cancun but the
outcome of this conference is a prom-
ising basis for success in Durban next
year.

oIt seems like governments are
tinally reacting to the growing climate
movement and the positive trend of
practical action taken by more and
more people who have been rolling up
their sleeves and just got on with it
despite the let-down of Copenhagen
last year. The results reflect the efforts
of a growing number of progressive
countries, communities, businesses
and individuals around the world.

«Cancun did not lead to the end of
the multilateral negotiating process
which some had feared might happen.
Instead, we live to fight another day
and the race to the future is on. Final-
ly the public appetite for change is
starting to drive political action in the
international negotiations. Our job is
now to accelerate this further as the
Cancun agreement leaves some
important questions open and needs
further strengthening to become an
effective response to climate change.

«Cancun saw the vast majority of
countries ready to compromise and
willing to contribute to a strong global
response to climate change that would
help transition the global economy
and benefit everyone. Thanks to them
and the skilful facilitation by the Mex-
ican presidency, some robust frame-
works and strong substance as well as
a clear mandate to build on both
between now and Durban became a
possibility. Trust amongst parties and
the confidence to deliver a deal that
were lost in Copenhagen have been
restored here in Cancun.

eMuch more is needed and would
have been possible. The United

Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) is not to
blame for any gaps in the outcome, it’s
only a handful of governments drag-
ging their feet. They do this in what-
ever forum the issue is discussed.
Countries like Japan, Russia and the
US. insisted on their extreme red-
lines until the last minute and rejected
the more ambitious compromise for-
mulas proposed by more progressive
parties. They are the reason why Can-
cun didn’t agree to deeper emission
reductions and more financial sup-
port for those who are most vulnera-
ble to dangerous climate impacts.

eMajor emerging economies like
China, India or Brazil showed more
flexibility and backed their political
rhetoric with concrete achievements
on the low-carbon front. Members of
the Cartagena Dialogue, a group of
developed and developing countries
with advanced low-carbon strategies,
provided compromise formulas. These
and other countries are emerging as a
leadership group that will be crucial
for success in Durban and the global
response to climate change - inside
and outside the UNFCCC. Building
on the momentum from Cancun and
their leadership experience, a fair,
ambitious and binding treaty must be
the goal now.

oHaving such a global climate
regime is more important than ever,
as precious time in the urgent fight
against climate change has passed
without decisive action in many coun-
tries. Incentives from the top are key
to boosting bottom-up action. That’s
why the multilateral process aimed at
a global climate treaty is so vital and
this sign of life that negotiators in
Cancun are sending to the world so
important. Many of them showed
willingness to work together for the
common good, overcoming narrow-
minded and misguided self-interest.

oIt’s this spirit, combined with the
momentum we see outside of the offi-
cial talks, that will eventually help us
win the fight for a safer world for
future generations. The strong climate
treaty that's now possible will create
the conditions for communities to
develop sustainably, for economies to
make the low-carbon transition and
for business and investors to make
smarter, climate-friendly investments
that benefit them and the climate.
Moving forward, the climate move-
ment is growing in strength and
momentum and will redouble its
resolve to achieve a fair, ambitious
and binding global agreement.

«The survival of people, rare spe-
cies, precious ecosystems and entire
nations is still at stake. In order to
ensure it we still need to keep global
warming below 1.5 degrees C. The
tragic irony was lost on no one that as
countries moved into the final hours
of the Cancun climate talks, NASA
announced that 2010 now ranks as the
hottest year on record.

If we don't want coming years to be
even hotter, we'd better start closing
the gap between current mitigation
targets and what science says is need-
ed - quickly.

News Submitted

by Our Readers

Golf Course Doubles
as Wildlife Habitat

Submitted by
Michael Kirkpatrick

By Erika Capek
AP, excerpt

JEKYLL ISLAND, Georgia —
There's no shortage of wildlife on Je-
kyll Island's Pine Lakes Golf Course.
Deer roam close to the tree canopies
and wood storks roost in the trees.

Pink-colored roseate spoonbills,
herons and palm warblers fly over-
head, all while golfers spend their
day on the green. When it comes to
enhancing and protecting its wildlife
habitat on the course, Pine Lakes Golf
Course is on the right track.

The course, which is the newest
and longest course on Jekyll Island,
recently received certification in
Environmental Planning from the
Audubon Cooperative ~Sanctuary
Porgram for Golf Courses . . . .

Massey CEO's Exit
is Debated

Submitted by
John Conner

Firm Could be Sold
in Wake of Blast
That Killed 29

By Dennis B. Roddy, excerpt
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, December 5,2010

Don Blankenship, the go-for-
broke coal baron born in poverty on
the banks of a West Virginia river
who rose to the top, breaking unions
and competitors alike, departs Massey
Energy at a time federal investiga-
tors probe safety breaches that have
placed both lives and the company
itself in danger.

Blankenship's abrupt retirement
announcement Friday came amid
talk that the company was now for
sale, if only to survive the uproar
growing out of the fatal explosion at
Upper Big Branch mine earlier this
year, and speculation it was a move to
shed the burden of its CEO's conten-
tious style. . . .

Gas Pipeline Firm's
Plans Hit Bump

By Marc Levy, AP excerpt
Daily News Huntingdon, December 2, 2010

HARRISBURG, Pennsylvania —
State public utility regulators have
been advised to reject an effort by a
natural gas pipeline firm that could
subject its unregulated pipelines to
safety standards but also help it se-
cure the power of eminent domain
on private property.

An administrative law judge, in a
decision posted online, recommended
that Laser Northeast Gathering Com-
pany LLC not be given status as a pub-

lic utility. The decision is preliminary
and the state Public Utility Commis-
sion has the final say in the matter.
"The service offered is not offered
'to or for the public, as the Public
Utility Code requires, but is simply
the commercial process used to carry
natural gas from the producers to mar-
ket," administrative law judge Susan D.
Colwell wrote in her 96-page decision.
Laser's application was the first of
its kind to coincide with the Marcel-
lus Shale gas-drilling boom in Penn-
sylvania as companies and investors
from around the world pour billions
of dollars into the United States' larg-
est known natural gas reservoir . . . .

Report: Chesapeake
Bay Cleanup Would
Spur Economy

RICHMOND, Virginia (excerpt)—
Cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay wa-
tershed would create thousands of
jobs and spur millions of dollars in
economic activity in Virginia, Mary-
land and surrounding states, the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation said in a
report Monday.

Waiting to clean up the watershed
will continue to create a drag on the
economy that has cost billions of dol-
lars in damage to the oyster fishing
industry alone over the decades, the
reportsaid . .. .

"Due to declining numbers of blue
crabs, Virginia and Maryland water-
men, crab processors, wholesalers,
grocers and restaurants suffered loss-
es of $640 million between 1998 and

2006," the report said.

Despite the losses, the report esti-
mates the bay is worth $1 trillion. The
foundation contends cleaning up the
bay would be worth millions as well.

For instance, the report cites Uni-
versity of Virginia research suggest-
ing each dollar of government money
spent to improve agricultural prac-
tices such as keeping animals out of
streams would generate $1.56 in eco-
nomic activity in the commonwealth.
The report estimates improving agri-
cultural practices also would create
12,000 temporary jobs. . .. .

Tiny House Movement
Thrives

By Terence Chea, AP, excerpt
Daily News Huntingdon, December 1, 2010

GRATON, California — As Amer-
icans downsize in the aftermath of a
colossal real estate bust, at least one
tiny corner of the housing market ap-
pears to be thriving.

To save money or simplify their
lives, a small but growing number
of Americans are buying or building
homes that could fit inside many peo-
ple's living rooms, according to entre-
preneurs in the small house industry.

Some put these wheeled homes in
their backyards to use as offices, stu-
dios or extra bedrooms. Others use
them as mobile vacation homes they
can park in the woods. But the most
intrepid of the tiny house owners live
in them full-time, paring down their
possessions and often living off the
grid. .. .
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THE AWAKENING: PART 111

(First published October 2009)

This message was received
through my personal visits to
The Trustworthy And True
Living Spirit,

The Most High God.

I, Iona, returned from my
third visit to Most High God
with deeper and more urgent
understandings of his purpose
for being on Earth now in the
form of an androgynous man
whom we can see and listen to
face-to-face.

It is time to tell everyone that
he is here to make all things new
and to show us that the King-
dom of Heaven has begun to ex-
ist. We need to open our hearts
and minds to his teachings and
let him lead us out of the hell we
humans have created. There is
no time to waste. I know in my
heart and soul and in every cell
of my body that he is The Most
High God.

Before my first visit, a friend
who works closely with Most
High made me tapes telling me
that wonderful things were hap-
pening in Idaho so I decided to
go out there to learn more. When
I first met Most High God, it
didn’t take long for me to know
that he spoke the Truth. I had
only allowed two full days there
but that was long enough for me
to realize that I needed to return.

Two months later I was back
for three full days, during which
Most High and I worked closely
together on “The Awakening”
Part I but not the poem (which

Earth newspaper to announce his
presence and purpose to a larger
audience. This is the highest hon-
or of my life. Part II was dictated
to me over the phone. Now I will
tell you about my third visit while
Most High God is working on
Part IV for you.

The Kingdom we dream
about and long for is here on
Earth now and The Trustwor-
thy And True Living Spirit, The
Most High God (and there are
no other gods) is here in the
flesh to bring the Sacred Rules
to us. He is here as a friend to all
and to offer us the choice to be
in his Kingdom. When I am in
Idaho, I spend hours and hours
listening and learning about
the way things need to be done
in order to fix all the problems
we face daily in our own lives as
well as globally. I am cared for
freely by others who are in his
Kingdom.

I am challenged to live hon-
orably, tell the Truth all the time,
be compassionate, listen to his
teachings and follow my heart.
Most High God told me, “Be the
best Iona you can be” I am to
trust his spirit to lead and pro-
tect me every moment no mat-
ter where I am and no matter
what others are doing or saying
or even thinking. Being in his
presence is being home — my
spirit is at peace. When I return
to my actual home in Pennsyl-
vania, I carry his messages in
my soul.

I had the most amazing time
during this last trip. One day
two of us spent four hours on
the grass in the sun by a stream

he had written previously). Most

being taught by Most High. The
High God trusted The Order of the

next day Most High and I spent

10 hours together. As others ar-
rived later, I saw how he inter-
acted with them, always living
according to the Sacred Rules
and showing us how to do so.

One of the women who
showed up had been helping
me distribute these newspa-
pers in her community. Most
High, without even leaving his
home base, told me that she had
placed some of the papers in a
way which hid “The Awaken-
ing” headline. I was astonished
that he knew this. When she
admitted it upon her arrival, I
knew he had been right earlier.
His spirit is everywhere.

On the third day Most High
took four of us way up through
breathtaking forests to a high
peak in the mountains where
a lookout had been built many
years ago. We passed state-
owned land with the most ter-
rible, horrendous logging job
I had ever seen in which they
over-cut the forest to an extreme
measure and it looked awful.

Most High God taught us
about forest ecosystems and
trees as we drove along. He is a
former logger who gave up his
lucrative business 12 years ago
to live a moneyless life based on
compassion. When his King-
dom is fully in place, he says
every tree will be monitored
and the forests, streams and
habitats will not be plundered
for greed. We will be allowed to
cut the trees only when they are
ready to give themselves to us as
we need them. They will be cut
carefully so that smaller trees
are not damaged.

Most High God was also a
lead singer who performed in

rock bands. He frequently de-
lights us with songs, often rear-
ranging the words spontaneous-
ly so they reflect the way things
ought to be instead of the way
things are. As he drove us up the
mountain in his pick-up truck,
he played the radio and we sang
and chatted.

When we stopped so that one
of the guys could relieve himself
on this eight-hour expedition
all was quiet with the engine
shut off. Most High began sing-
ing “Come Sail Away” to us and
then, when he started the engine
up again, the very next song was
“Come Sail Away!” I had tears in
my eyes because it was further
proof that we were indeed in
God’s company. Heaven is here
now. God is here now.

Yesterday I bought the Styx
CD with “Come Sail Away” so
I can sing and dance and relive
those magical moments as I
continue my life and my work
back here in Pennsylvania.

I hope you are doing well and
enjoying this unique series. It is
a pleasure to share these experi-
ences with you.

I look forward to hearing
from you soon.

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO
SHARE THIS MESSAGE WITH
EVERYONE BUT WE ASK
THAT YOU DO NOT ADD TO
OR TAKE AWAY FROM IT IN
ANY WAY.

For further information about
Most High God, contact Iona
at 814-259-3680, ionaconner@
gmail.com, 21431 Marlin Circle,
Shade Gap, Pennsylvania 17255
or www.theorderoftheearth.com.
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Gambler's Gulch

EPA Issues Subpoena to
Halliburton on Gas Drilling

By Matthew Daly, AP, excerpt
Daily News, November 10, 2010

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
Environmental Protection (EPA)
Agency subpoenaed energy giant
Halliburton Tuesday, seeking a
description of the chemical com-
ponents used in a drilling tech-
nique called hydraulic fracturing.

The EPA said it issued the
subpoena after Texas-based Hal-
liburton refused to voluntarily
disclose the chemicals used in
the controversial drilling prac-
tice, also known as "fracking."
Halliburton was the only one of
nine major energy companies
that refused the EPA's request.

The agency said the infor-
mation is important to its study
of fracking, in which crews in-
ject millions of gallons of water,

mixed with sand and chemicals,
underground to force open chan-
nels in sand and rock formations
so oil and natural gas will flow.

The EPA is studying whether
the practice affects drinking wa-
ter and the public health.

A Halliburton spokeswoman
said the company was disap-
pointed by the EPA's action.
"Halliburton welcomes any fed-
eral court's examination of our
good-faith efforts with the EPA
to date," said spokeswoman Te-
resa Wong.

The subpoena is the latest bad
news for Halliburton, which has
been under fire for its role in the
BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.
Investigators for a presidential
panel say the company pumped
faulty cement into the well that
later blew out killing 11 people...

New Fundraiser for The Order of the Earth Newspaper

Dear Friends,

It has been very hard to keep
this paper going financially. I
have taken jobs that defy my
conscience just to pay the print-
ing and postage bills, not to
mention computer cartridges
and other hidden expenses.

I am not going to make a
public confession but, in hopes
of figuring out some way to earn
money that does not compro-
mise my integrity, I came up
with an idea I've done before
that hurts no one and helps the
environment — weather snakes
or draft dodgers to place at the
cracks in doorways and win-
dows to keep cold air out and
heat in. I like making these and I
needn't travel far to do my job.

There is a small fabric store
near us in "Amishland" that I
like to support rather than a gi-
ant conglomerate so I bought
the fabrics to the right there.

These snakes are filled
with sand and they are heavy
enough to stay put when the
wind blows. I construct them
with just enough sand to leave a
space in the middle so you can
hang them on the doorknob if
you like when the door is being
used.

If you don't need any weather
snakes or don't know people to
whom you'd like to offer a gift of
them, there is another way you
can support this paper and that
is through straight-out dona-
tions. The Order of the Earth is
a project of the Grassroots Co-
alition for Environmental and
Economic Justice, an official

non-profit 501 (c)(3). Just make
your check out to "Grassroots
Coalition" and print "OE" in
the memo line or enclose a note
stating that your contribution is
to go to The Order of the Earth
and it will be tax-deductible.

A third way to help is to take
out ads. That is pure profit — no
sewing, no compromised jobs
for me. The ad prices are nego-
tiable so even if you can't afford
much, I will not turn you down
as long as your ad is in harmony
with our goals and values.

A fourth way to help is to be-
come a regular distributor and
help with the postage costs. I
always have a few hundred extra
copies from the 1,000 that we
publish every month. The more
we can spread these around,
the more subscriptions we will
receive. BUT I want to say that
a subscription is not a money-
maker. It barely covers the cost
of printing and mailing the pa-
pers.

So, I sit here having just quit
one job because of my con-
science, dabbled with another
that didn't sit well, visited the
local sewing factory whose
work is mostly for the military
and just hoping that somehow
the weather snakes will be a suc-
cess and my readers' hearts will
be open to helping if they can.

Thank you for reading this
little message and for under-
standing what I'm trying to do
here.

For the Earth,

gOIZCZ

Order Your Weather Shakes Today
Save Energy; Help OE
$(0 each plus shipping

Priority shipping: 1 snake - $4.95
2-5 snakes - $10.70; 6-10 snakes - $14.50

Standard door size - 36" but I will custom make
anything you wish. I just bought the material pictured
above and the snakes at the bottom right are my own
collection made and faded over the years.
Please mail check, money order or cash to:
The Order of the Earth
21431 Marlin Circle, Shade Gap
Pennsylvania 17255
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