CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

November 20, 2025

| started publishing newspapers in 2005. Some of these look very different from others because | changed printing places and

occasionally, they changed their format. 2012 is missing because | was exhausted from spending most of my free time working

on these newspapers while working full-time in a sewing factory to pay for printing and postage to mail a “real” broadsheet, |

took a year off. Once | decided to publish online and use copy-paper size layouts, there was more uniformity. Here are screen-

shots of sample front pages as things evolved. All the papers from 2008 forward are on my website, www.ionaconner.com.

This is a photo essay followed by two of my all-time favarite articles by peaple in our Global Family. My newspaper has always

been a team effort and there are no words to adequately express my gratitude for everyone who submitted stories, photos,

encouragement, and feedback. | will be continuing with an exciting new version of this work in January.

| love creating these for you and feel more alive when I'm daing this.

How and Why | Started My Own Newspaper

Published in H.E.R. Local:

Her Everyday Resource by

The Herald-Mail Company,
Fall 2008.

Just when most people would
have been dreaming of retire-
ment, | was dreaming of starting
my Oown newspaper.

The urge goes way back.
Thirty-five years ago, our daily
paper arrived face-up on the
door mat. The photo of a naked,
dead woman’s body in a ravine,
though microscopic, shocked
me. | ran into the house and
cancelled our subscription,
thankful that | had seen it before
my little sons arrived home from
school. | was unnerved.

| don'’t like the way women
are portrayed in underwear ads,
crying or simply as helpmates.
| abhor the gruesome, ugly and
trivial content of most papers.

And | believe that, in these
times of grave global warming
threats, people aren’t seeing the
immediacy and truth through
their beloved mainstream pa-
pers because that would neces-
sitate ruffling the feathers of
valuable advertisers.

In addition to these negative
reasons for creating an alterna-
tive newspaper, | love to write.
| have dabbled in newspaper
editing for non-profit organiza-
tions for decades, including
publishing my own newsletters
on 8 1/2 by 11” copy paper. |
enjoy finding people who are
doing wonderful work and talk-
ing about them to others.

So, at 61, | decided to publish
what | believe is the nation’s
first, hard-copy, global warm-
ing newspaper, The Order of
the Earth: News, Views and
Musings (a name | thought of

years ago). | focus more on
women and peace than men
and war. | focus more on pre-
serving forests and trees and on
income-producing clean energy
in the fight against catastrophic
climate change. | do not believe
this world is as awful as it ap-
pears to be through the eyes of
news gatherers who scan the
world for the gory, the scary, the
tragic, the weird. Meanwhile,
people everywhere are over-
coming obstacles and working
hard to create a brighter fu-
ture. | like to find the kind, the
beautiful, the thoughtful, the
outrageous. | work long hours
to uncover stories showing that
we can indeed transform this
country to minimize and survive
ghastly environmental condi-
tions that climate change is forc-
ing on us.

How on Earth are we as a so-
Continued on page 26
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,ffhe Order of the Earth

News, Views and Musings
Volume 2, Number 1: January 2, 2005

A newspaper dedicated to environmental activism:
building a better world, one action at a time.

“The three principal endeavers of a Bard: One is to learn and collect seiences;
The second 15 to teach; And the third is to make peace And to put an end to all Infury;
For to do contrary to these things I's not usual or becoming to a Bard.

—from The Triads of Britain found in Celtic Sacred Landscapes by Nigel Pennick

Editorial

We had a wonderful Meeting of the Hearts and
Minds on New Year's Eve,

NIy preparation included:
1. answering my questions myself (next),
2. reading up on the sale of state-ovmed parks and forest
landz,
3 suggesting mediation in the battle between
Chesapeake Climate Action Metwork, which endorses
putting windmills atop mountains in Western Maryland
and the Sierra Club, which has information about serous
bat deaths due to these nindmills and which doesn’t
want clear-cutting to make paths for the windmlls,
4 Smplicity Circles as explamed on the Web site
v simplicity-matters. org.,
5. Spirituality of the Earth as practiced at Genesis Farm
i Blairstovm, Mew Jersey, and finally,
6. A deseription of “Enfrance Transitions™ gleaned from
reading The Timeless Way of Building by Christopher
Alexander from the Pattern Language series. This fp be
used as a tool to bring new people in. (See page 2)
Remember, every new cne makes us sironger.

It tums out that we are all involved in The
Great Work (a: Thomas Berry deseribes in a book by the
same name) and we shared our thoughts and dreams cna
very perzonal level for 3 3 hours. See storizs in the
future..

For the Earth,

Iona

7._How can a small group of us have a wide- range
effect?
Bv reaching out to new people and forming

Subscribe Today
“The Order of the Earth News”
$20 a year payable to lona;
send check to HCR 83 Box 881,
Shade Gap, Pennsylvania 1725
(note new address)

Tona’s Anzwers to the Questions Posed forThe Hearts and
Minds Meeting

1, What is the most important thing we need to do?
Encourage voung people.
2. What is the single worst issue facing humanity  and the
planet now?
Brain-'heart-deadness in people today.

3._What skills, talents, attributes do you personally  bring
to deal with these issnes?

Free thinker, enthusiasm life experience, dedication,
newspaper to counteract mamstream meadia.

4, What are your immediate needs for the short  term?

Self-care (lose weight, exercize more, eat better),
hibemate in Pennsylvania to work on newspaper, rezearch family
newspaper history with “The New York Times” settle into new
house, dance.

5, What are vour long-term needs?
Stability, mner peace which has not been possible while
waorking for others as this, my real work, foes undone.

._How can we help you meet them so you will be
fonction at vour peak?

Keep me informed of your progress so 1 can share it with
others in “The Order of the Earth News.”
I see this newspaper as bemg an amplified voice for my friends
who are mvolved m Earth Worke. 5o please be sure to zend me
vour stories. Successes and failures are welcome! ['ve had
plenty of both.

able to

new relationships. “Every new one makes us stronger.” (Pete
Seeger) The Hundredth hMonkey story.

8. What are vou willing to be responsihle for?
Two meore meetings while I still live in Maryland.

9, How will we grow and stay connected?
Do we want to? (group decision)




The Order of the Earth
News, Views and Musings
Voluome 6, Number 12, Issue 57: December 2, 2006

Goal: To create a hugely successful weekday newspaper that will report the storv of the
transformation—the people’s paper: bevond politics, bevond nationalism, beyond gender or race
or age. It will contain good, wholesome, life-promoting news, views and musings.
Mission: To inspire and enconrage readers to think seriously,
act intellicently and be peaceful, compassionate and creative.

The Dream: Humans can co-exist with Nature and. once they do, both will flourish again.

Every gun that is made, every warship launched. every rocket fired signifies, in the final
sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and not clothed. This
world in arms is not spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its laborers, the genius of
its scientists, the hopes of its children. This is not a way of life at all in any true sense. Under the
cleud of threatening war, it is humanity hanging from a cross of iron.

Dwight D. Eisenhower, April 16, 1963
(from a speech before the American Society of Newspaper Editors)

Soft and silent is the gospel
of gently falling snow,
enfolding the world
in white swaddling bands
of Christmas hope and peace.

Gentle and delicate 1s the miracle
of fragile falling snowflakes
that easily bend earthward
the branches of sturdy pines
with the peace of Christmas.

Meek is the sacrament of snow,
vet when it’s deep enough
it stalls our mightiest machines.
50, too, an avalanche of peaceful people
may surely halt
the great engines of war
and needless violence.

May Christmas Peace fill yvour heart and home to overflowing.

(Verse on a Christmas card we received from a peace-activist friend last year.
It was made by Forest of Peace in Indiane—800-282-1863; www forestafpeace com.)




The Order of the Earth

News, Views and Musings
Volume 7, Number 2, Issue 59: February 4, 2007

Goal: To create a hugely successful weekday newspaper that will report the story of the
transformation—the people’s paper: bevond politics, bevond nationalism, beyond gender or race
or age. It will contain good, wholesome, life-promoting news, views and musings.
Mission: To inspire and encourage readers to think seriously,
act intelligently and be peaceful, compassionate and creative.

The Dream: Humans can co-exist with Nature and, once they do, both will flourish again.

Finish each day and be done with it. You have done what you could. Some blunders and absurdifies
no doubt crept in; forget them as soon as you can. Tomorrow is a new day; begin it well and

serenely and with too high a spirit to be encumbered with your old nonsense.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Release of Climate Change Report Shakes World

U.N. Climate Panel Says Warming is Man-Made
Juliet Eilperin

PARIS, France (The Washington Post Febmary 2, 2007}—There 1s no longer any reasonable
doubt that human activities are warming the planet at a dangerous rate, according to a new worldwide
assessment of climate science released today by the authoritative Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). With at least 90 percent certainty, the IPCC’s “Summary For Policymakers™
concludes human-generated greenhouse gases account for most of the global rise in temperatures over
the past half century. Hundreds of scientists from 113 countries prepared the report, which represents
the most comprehensive overview of scientific climate research since 2001.

Carbon Dioxide Rate Is At Highest Level For 650,000 Years
Steve Connor

PARIS, France (The Independent February 3, 2007—Concentrations of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere are at their highest levels for at least 650,000 years and this rise began with the birth of the
Industrial Eevolution 250 years ago, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC). Carbon dioxide is the principal greenhouse gas responsible for global warming and, in 2005,
concenfrations stood at 379 parts per million (ppm). This compares to a pre-indusirial level of 278
ppm, and a range over the previous 650,000 vears of between 180 and 300 ppm, the report says.

UN Delivers Definitive Warnings on Dangers of Climate Change
Michael MeCarthy

PARIS, France (The Independent February 3, 2007)—A terrifying leap in average global
temperatures of 6.4° C (J1.52° F) with higher figures nearer the poles could occur over the next
century, according to the most authoritative report yet on global warming. The rise, which would make
agriculture, even life, almost impossible over much of the Earth, was the worst-case scenario
envisaged by hundreds of scienfists on the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. They
reported vesterday on their three-year study of how temperatures are likely to rise as global warming
takes hold.
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R Look at the Latest Global Warming Report

the poet's prayer

by Cole Hons, State College, PA

may these words i speak

right here, right now

o forth from my mind

fy out from my lips

and deliver the subtle contents of my
heart and soul

bevond the confines of my body

beyond my individual self

out into the heart of the world

and back into the soul of the universe

which first planted them in my brain

may these words remind each heart
and soul they touch

that in the beginning, we are all of one hean

that in the end, we are all of one soul

and that, in the middle, we forger this
fundamental truth

at our own mortal peril

may these words i speak

right here, right now

strike the ears of all who hear them

like fingers plucking strings

like tiny wooden hammers

heneath the graceful hoods of grand pianos

erupting in warm vibrations of universal,
emational communion

may these words cause hearis o sing

may they dream their way inside you

may they come 1o rest like small, soft
animals on your shoulder

whispering from the place where your body

connects with your mind
may their music seduce you gently
into harmony
with the greater music of the greater song

the song that's sung by daylight

the song that's sung at midmight

the song that's sung in quiet, lonely, noisy,
crowded rooms

the song that's sung in termor

the song that's hewn from Llaughter

the song that's sung in cradles, schoolyards,
forests, towns and tombs

may these words cause hearis o sing
may these words cause souls 10 hunger
fior the greater song 1o be remembered

fior the greater song 1o be sung back o life
om the lips of the world

Introduction: Since this 15 pri-
marily a global warming newspaper,
I was going to try to summarize the
final report, released Movember 17,
for you but found it so interesting
that [ will start a 9-part series giving
you the entire content of the Synthe-
sis Report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change’s Fourth
Assessment  Report,  Another  one
won't be out for years. It is very te-
dious and strenuous work with thou-
sands of different people trying o
reach consensus. Here are a few
brief excerpts in chronological order
from major newspapers at the time
of its release. You can go directly o
the site and read the whole Summary
for Policymakers if you fieel so in-

clined: www ippe.org.

{HSTALLATION
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Amndrea Glidden, o 26-year-old single
mother, opens Huntingden County,
PA’s first solar stove. Photo by Tona.

Andrea Glidden’s eves light up
when she talks about her new solar
energy  business i Shirleysburg,
Pennsylvania.  Hidden behind  the
Auvgwick Flea Market and down the
lane, is Ghdden Alternative Energy
Products and More.

Andrea, a 26-year-old, single
mother from Petersburg, is in the
early stages of becoming Huntingdon
County's first solar energy  store

Compiled by lona

U.N. Report Describes
Risks of Inaction on

Climate Change

hﬂ_, Elisabeth Rosenthal and
rew C. Revkin, excerpt

"u".-’.LLNCl-’. Spain (The New

York Times November 17, 2007)—In
its final and most powerful report, a

owner. She and her father, Mark
Glidden of Three Springs, are par-
ners and they are methodically bring-
ing in inventory, starting with high-
efficiency wood-burning stoves, all
manufactured in the United States.
Andrea expects her future solar prod-
uct suppliers to help her learn the
engineering and technical aspects of
the systems so that she will be able 1o
do the installations with her father.

Mark has 30 years of experience
in the heating, cooling and electrical
industry. He 15 teaching his daughter
how these things operate. “He's the
best teacher in the world,” she smiles.

With the energy cnisis upon us,
the Gliddens” goal 15 o help local
homeowners upgrade their heating
and cooling systems (o save on utility
bills in the future while reducing their
fossil fuel consumption,

Andrea sees solar as the ultimate
long-term solution o0 many of our
country’s problems. She has a hist of

United MNations panel of scientists
meeting here describes the mounting
risks of climate change in language
that is both more specific and foree-
ful than its previous assessments,
according to scientists here,

Synthesizing  reams of daia
from its three previous reports, the
United Mations International Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) for the
first time specifically points out im-
portant risks if governments fal to
respond:  melting ice sheets  that
could lead to a rapid nse in sea lev-
els and the extinction of large num-
bers of species brought about by
even moderate amounts of warming,
on the order of 1 to 3 degrees.

The report carries heighiened
significance because it 15 (fo page 4}

|1 Young Woman Opens County’s First Solar Energy Shop

by lona

items she 15 ready to order: solar
Christmas tree lights, dusk-to-dawn
lights, garden lights, and her favonie
item—solar hot water systems,

“I have a three-year-old daugh-
ter and if there’s anything to be done
to preserve the planet, obviously you
care about that,” sad Andrea, when
asked about the rensons she decided
to start this business. She also suid
that she saw an open market for solar
energy since “nobody else 15 domg
it When electric companies are de-
regulated i 2010, “prices of oil and
utility hills are going o go through
the roof,” Andrea explained. Having
the sun heat your water or home or
light your lights will help save money
in the long run. A typical hot water
heater can cost 2500 or %600 but a
solar system 15 not much more—
S1,000, estimates Andrea,

feontimued on page 14)
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Adopts first-in-the-nation
ordirnmnce; elevates Fight of
commumity to decide,
ROL COFpOREians

The Cammussty Environmental Legsl
Defense Fusd
PFermayivanis Communiey Rights Nerwsric

MTTSHURGH, Nosersher 16, J018 —
Today, the Pitshergh Cy Courcil unai.
manly adopied 2 andnance haniag -
permua fram conducting man=al gas
drilkng m the cix

The cdinaace wn drafied by ihe Com-
amniy Eavinmmental Logal Defmue Fand
(CELD) ai the imitation of Councilnm
Bl Peduio and wan insduced by Cown-
cilman Deug Shickis

Fitiherghs fire-in-the-natien ardi-
mance coabronts the thewmt of Marcellu
Shale énlling - an aciiviy permitnd by the
staie whach allowns corpreations o wa
drilkng activition over e withen o2 com
mmniy.

Enayy corparations a sesng up shap
N mTEoEs Penrapheamia 1o
drill i ratural gax in the Slarcelbn Shake
frmation. The paa extraction lechnique
ke an “frackng” has been ciied as 2
threat i1 wiace and grocadwaie md ha
beem blarmed for faial explosios, fhe con-
umemation of drinking wates, Incal s
wams. Crllmeral darage indudes

¥ vale, mpotioa. of i by
g up ol mortgags loms fr
home boyers and theestened
b of arganic cevtification for Grmen i
affecied commanation

Coancilnan Shidds ssted, “This ordi-
mance recagno and womme canded

| reghts Sur the people of Presburgh and
& prohubits acewitia whick would rialse

thone rghix. [t profecs the suthoriy of the
peaple af Pittsbrargh m pas dus erdmance
by undmeng sarporase pervileges th pla
tha rights of the peopl of Pittshurgh 2 the
mizcy of g coparations”

Shisdds added, “Wieh ik vois we are
smariny tha right of the cify i make crai-
al decarms i prates mur heakh, wddty

|

| Report: Nats
jand Gas’Summit5Pittshur

Pittsburgh
Natural Gas Drilling

Bans

and welfare. We v ant a colony of ihe
st and wall rk i quesihy by a our ciiy
W encrurspe commurstics
2 siep and o
devaie the righix of commmi

[
acrma th
wigh us

e ard people over sarporazna,
CELDFy Ben Price, who & sngaging

“Commumitia an coming W mognios
thae mar weais laws aad prever et o not
in piace in profec this sty b rather
the imercats of provate corperaiin

Price applanded the <y for iking 2
stand ;. hehalf of communey rghis
“Some will sy that the municipaliey docarit
hre the asthenty in hua ihis noous
u driling. The
2 i of the seate has the
b sesidenis of their

ushority tn
righis and & dagut

Undar the modnasce, corprratiara hat
vindaia the srdirance o that serk & drill =
the city wel act be affonded “prrssnbosd
rights mader the 3. or Peamyhemia Can-
wrutian, rar el they be aifrded protes
o mader the Commesee Clams or Con-
tracts Chuw under the Sadeal or st
[rmme—

Ia. additian, the andmance recograes
the logally enforceabls Kights af Sature ia
caist aad flowsish. Kenidemes of the caty
shall g legal standng i enforce
thees rghts an behalf o ratural cemms
[T g ——

The Cammunity Emviromsesisl Legal
Defienar Fand, lecated in Chambersh

Peoyie came fou 38 ataves, The Onondyes Naven, G and Germany s shate dwir staris, eas and goal so
coutaning e s s maneal pas doling ava create 3 e w0 ded s tis rid-going i

National Gathering of Anti-Fracking
Activists in Pittsburgh Days After
Ban on Drilling is Enacted There

By lana
R G, P}

Fromapbania, bas boen sorking with pra-
i in Pransshamis snoe 1995 G0 aort
fheir fundamental rights o demacratic
Tocal :E;qum and e mact e
swhack end deatraciier and’ rights dem g
corporsic actien aided and abetied by
sdair and firdoral gaveramnmis,

CONTACT: Een Prics, (717} 254-5235;
Beapricegcrldf.ary or Mard Margl, Ama-
clatr Inrector, Cammmunity Envramosesisd
Legel Eigfense Fund, al S05-381-173%;
skype marimaeryil mmargilecnkdfarg
wirsccrkdfarg.

Peaple are sick and uick of rateal
s chrilling ruiaing thelr commernatics,
thes health dhee [and. thar prapersy
wabuw and all that they hold Sear.

1 ard crwer 280 aibers went is the
sevemth Peapl's (O and Gas Sars:

enumvd by Earthworka i
Fiabuargh on Nowenber 195 ard
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This is OUR Paper!

Comments from the First Few

Members of The GO-Back Club

W& ALS, P::nm}l!.dnla Gﬂ
Jum....

AH, DC: Congratulations on
your new career! Please sign me
up for the Go-Back Club. T know
a couple of publishers here in
DC and will send their contact
info later.

G0, Vermont: Sign me up!
Sounds like a great idea. Can't
promise I'll read it all the time

though, but happy to support you.

B.B., Maryland: I am very happy
for you.

DM, Pennsylvania I'll support
you 100% ... How are you on
camera??? [ have two anchorf
news people who will “interview’
you and you can have the
column available on C99 News
— 99 Coalition site — [ think
people are truly worded out —
tired of reading so much — I
think they want more video
live action discussions — with
follow up stories . . Would you
be interested in a taping of your
column — then a re-direct to

your paper???

DR, Pennsylvania: Sounds
]ﬂu:.‘ a GREAT IDEA, count me

5.C., Canada: "The way forward
1% back,” as T. 5. Eliot once wrote!
Very best of luck in your new
venture! Please add me to your
list. What is the snail-mailing
address?

K_.M., Florida: Congrats on your
new endeavor — best of luck,
too — you can do it!!

T.M., Virginia: The Go-Back
Club sounds like a great idea.
Dioes “go back”™ refer to when we
used less energy to live a good
life? You can count me “in". I
admire your creativity, quite
remarkahle.

PS. “Go back” makes me
think about our young lives on
Osbhorn Avenue in Mamaroneck,
WY I remember playing on the
stone wall behind our house,
exploring behind the Miller's
house down by the river and
in winter sledding down the
hill on the snow. Mo need for

extra power sources there.

Our Paper continued on page 2
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The only way forward
is back: to retrace
our steps and seek to
return atmospheric
concentrations

to around 350 ppm

By George Monbiot
First published in The Guardian

at www.guardian.co.uk and www.
monbiot.com on May 10, 2013,

The data go back 300,000
years: that's the age of the oldest

Photo courtesy NOAA

Atmegplieric arrbon diedde reached S0 ppe fr May, the bighert point 1w

Climate Milestone is a Moment
of Symbolic Significance on
Road of Idiocy

tossil air bubbles extracted
from Dome C, an ice-bound
summit in the high Antarctic.
And throughout that time there
has been nothing like this. At
no point in the preindustrial
record have concentrations of
carbon dioxide in the air risen
above 300 parts per million
(ppm). 400 ppm s a fgure
that belongs to a different era.
The difference between 399
ppm and 400 ppm is small,
in terms of its impacts on the
Idjﬂfj" conitinued on page 2

What on Earth is The Go-Back Club?

It's not social networking. It's merely a list of people who long
for and are willing to use their own lives to purposefully go back
to using less energy, living more simply, etc. I'm calling this a
Simple-Living Brigade. When new people sign up, I'm going to
print their comments in this newsletter and print the new total
membership numbers at the end of each column published in

regular newspapers, too. Just numbers.

For the comments, I'll only use initials and states as above. No
further demands, no money, just a monthly online newsletter. If
you want to share your tips with my readers in the columns or
this newsletter, I'll be happy to publish them as long as [ really
like them. I'll be looking for creative and new ideas.

Thanks for reading this little blurb. You can reach me at
gobackclub@pa.net or httpe/fwww.gobackelub.com.
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PA Supreme Court’s Landmark Ruling
on Gas Drilling Sets Constitutional Precedent

Mistake by Gov. Corbett’s
legal team helped court
render its decision.

By Steve Esack, excerpt
ALLenTowWN MoRNING CALL: JaNUARY 5, 2014

HARRISBURG, Pennsylvania
Environmentalists and municipal officials
have been celebrating a Pennsylvania state
Supreme Court decision striking down key
elements of a 2012 law that eliminated local
zoning laws in favor of statewide regulations
that allowed energy companies to dig gas
wells anywhere they wished.

But the court’s December 19 decision
invalidating most of Act 13 — a signature
piece of Governor Tom Corbett’s jobs and
economic policy — was no ordinary zoning
ruling to settle a run-of-the-mill lawsuit.

The court’s 4 to 2 majority decision set
a landmark constitutional precedent for
Pennsylvania.

That precedent which the Corbett
administration now wants the court to
reconsider — could have far-reaching legal,
policy and political ramifications beyond
where wells and drilling equipment can be
located.

A misstep by the state’s legal defense
team opened the door for the Supreme
Court to set the precedent, which was based
on a literal reading of the Pennsylvania
Constitution’s guarantee that citizens have
a right to natural resources, court records
show.

Writing for the majority, Chief Justice
Ron Castille said Commonwealth Court
was correct when it ruled the state could
not supersede local zoning laws related to
natural gas drilling. But Castille also said
Commonwealth Court was wrong to reject
a claim by the plaintiffs that Act 13 violated
the state Constitutions Vietnam-era
amendment guaranteeing Pennsylvanians
the right “to clean air, pure water and to the
preservation of the natural, scenic, historic
and aesthetic values of the environment.”

Photo Abrahm

Abratun Lastgarten bas been relewilessly follnving the probleses with gas drilling sivce 2008 for a poblic-

imferest news organization, Prolubiica. Thiv phote of a gas driffing site acconpeanied bis firit artick. To read

his series, go to hitpe] [ wwnpropabilica.org abane/

The amendment (Article 1 Section 27)
says the Commonwealth must guarantee
people’s environmental rights, Castille
wrote. So the Governor and Legislature
did not have the right to adopt statewide
regulations that abolished local drilling
related zoning laws municipalities had
created to ensure all property owners can
leisurely and financially enjoy their land,
Castile wrote.

“The type of constitutional challenge
presented today is as unprecedented in
Pennsylvania as is the legislation that
engendered it,” Castille wrote. “The
Commonwealth’s efforts to minimize the
import of this litigation by suggesting
it is simply a dispute over public policy
voiced by a disappointed minority
requires a blindness to the reality here
and to Pennsylvania history, including
Pennsylvania constitutional history; and
the position ignores the reality that Act 13
has the potential to affect the reserved rights
of every citizen of this Commonwealth now
and in the future”

That decision has been criticized as too

liberal, Duquesne University law professor
Bruce Ledewitz said. But the ruling, issued
by Republican Castille and three Democratic
justices, was the type of literal constitutional
interpretation advanced by conservatives
like U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia, Ledewitz said.

“It was a Scalia original,” said Ledewitz,
a constitutional scholar. "Castille made the
claim — the people who wrote and adopted
this amendment really meant what they
said”

That literal interpretation could affect
other aspects of environmental law,
Ledewitz said, making passage more
difficult for one such bill to loosen the
state’s decades-old endangered species laws
as energy companies and developers want.
The decision also could open the state to
legal claims it is not doing enough to limit
industrial greenhouse gas emissions, he
said. ...

Last week, the Corbett administration
asked the court to reconsider its ruling
In a news release, the administrations top

Precedent continued on page 2
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Drlan Miller, o sendor at Jumiata Colfoge, ontside the but be consivicted of donmed trees, laves and ovher materials for the final credits of bis college depree.

Juniata College Senior, Following
Thoreau, Living in Hut in the Woods

By Bill Schackner
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: November 30, 2014

Z‘lﬁdepﬂndent study in college can be
an isolating affair but Dylan Miller is taking
matters to extremes.

Determined not to simply phone in his
capstone research project on minimalist life,
the Juniata College senior this fall is forgoing
the warmth of a campus residence for an
unheated hut he built deep in the woods
of a nearby nature reserve. It is a structure
fashioned from fallen pine trees that leaves
him without electricity or plumbing — not to

mention student necessities like YouTube.

The 9-foot-tall, 17-by-17-foot structure is
where Mr. Miller, 21, of Meadville intends to
live and sleep this winter and spring so he
can nail down the final credits of a degree in
literary and philosophical studies.

Make no mistake, it would be easier
to devour a reading list including works
by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David
Thoreau and a Buddhist text titled “The
Dhammapada® while ensconced with
friends in the campus library stacks, rather
than bundled alone at night in a sleeping
bag. But Mr. Miller said he hopes to use his

solitary experiences to better understand
those authors’ works.

He also wants to demonstrate a larger
point: that one can be as happy, if not more
s0, without material excess.

“Basically, I'm keeping a journal of my
daily experiences, things that I've noted,
things that have changed in me by virtue of
the lifestyle,” he said.

Students on the liberal arts campus
in Huntingdon, a rural setting between
Altoona and State College, have had varying
reactions to word that one of their own — a

man whose outdoor résumé already includes
Thoreau conrinued on page 3
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Court Rules Against U.S. Navy’s Current Use
of Whale-Harming Sonar

By Melissa Breyerj@ MelissaelissaBreyer
Business/Environmental Policy
via Trehugger Daily Mews: July 18, 2016

Eﬂfe just got better for whales, dolphins,
and other marine mammals.

The use of low-frequency sonar in the
world'soceans hasbeena pointof controversy
and contention ... and no shortage of court
decisions. In the latest, a federal appeals
court in San Francisco has ruled that US.
officials shouldn’t have allowed the Navy to
use sonar at levels that could harm whales
and other marine mammals.

In 2012 the National Marine Fisheries
Service granted the Navy approval of limited
use of sonar—with requirements to reduce
sonar levels in areas where marine mammal
populations were high. The standard,
however, lacked an order for similar
protections in other areas where the animals’
presence was unknown. These included some
oftshore areas that had previous protection,
and other zones which scientists say could
be likely habitats, according to the Ninth
LS. Circuit Court of Appeals.

Sonar is used by the U.S. Navy to detect
submarines, but it also can prove devastating
to whales, seals, and pinnipeds by disrupting
their feeding and mating habits.

As described by Sciemtific American,
“Sonar systems—first developed by the
ULS. Navy to detect enemy submarines
generate slow-rolling sound waves topping
out at around 235 decibels; the worlds
loudest rock bands top out at only 130.
These sound waves can travel for hundreds
of miles under water, and can retain an
intensity of 140 decibels as far as 300 miles
from their source. [Editor’s note: Humans’
‘safe’ maximum decibel level is 85.]

“These rolling walls of noise are no doubt
too much for some marine wildlife. While
little is known about any direct physiological
effects of sonar waves on marine species,
evidence shows that whales will swim
hundreds of miles, rapidly change their depth
(sometime leading to bleeding from the eyes
and ears), and even beach themselves to get

(abowve) Dadpbins in front of ULS. Nary chip Beufold, Marine fife nill now be protected from Navy somar.

(Photo: Mark Wilson/Reuters) (below) Somar & sed fry the UL, Navy fo detecr snbwarings, bt it afio
e frrore devasiating to whales, seals, and pinscpeds by disrupiing their feeding and mating babits. (Photo:

2.0 htps:/fwww.flickr.com/photos/ noaaphotolib/S187320081/)

away from the sounds of sonar.

Following the 2012 approval,
environmental groups led by the Natural
Resources Defense Council filed suit in
San Francisco arguing that the federal
administration had approved emissions
at sound levels that violated the Marine
Mammal Protection Act. Reports SF Gate,
“A federal magistrate disagreed but was
overruled Friday by the appeals court, which
said government officials had disregarded
their own experts’ warnings about
sonar’s potential impacts”

The 2012 standard protects zones
that show a “bias toward ULS. waters,”
the court said, with some zones on
the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of the
U5, but none on the Pacific coast of
South America and only a scattered
few in other waters.

“The result is that a meaningful
proportion of the worlds marine
mammal habitat isunder-protected,”
said Judge Ronald Gould in the
3-0 ruling, which would also set

standards for later renewals of the program.
He said the government had failed to
comply with a law that requires it to make
sure its peacetime oceanic programs have
“the least practicable adverse impact on
marine mammals.”

See the ruling at https://cdn.ca9.uscourts.
gov/datastore/opinions/2016/07/15/14
16375 pdf.

Source: http:/fwww.trechugger.com/

environmental-policy/court-rules-against-
us-navys-use-whale-harming-sonar.html
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Tona posing in_front of The World, hoping this
newspaper will travel to all corners of Earth.
{Mermaid earrings made by Linda in Idaho
— see page 9—necklace with a stone from the
island af fona from Rainbow.)

I'm back, my [riends, in better shape than ever. [
learned a LOT during the past year and don’t regret
it. Mostly I learned that I never want to have a gov-
ernment job again, where I must conceal my honest,
spontaneous personality.

Here are a few things [ am wiser about:

1. T love doing this newspaper but had to squelch
my inner activist to get and keep my job.

2. My open, [riendly nature backfired. I wasn't
free to be open and friendly.

3. I want to be home-based, wear jeans and
jewelry, and be free to create my own schedule,
miy own life, in order to be available when my
husband, family, and/or friends need me.

4. As long as I'm not hot and sweaty, I can
wear the same clothes all week, unlike office
work where everyone seems to think they need
to show up in a different outfit every day.

4. Hopefully, I can survive on freelance work
and helping friends who pay for my brain or
body to assist them when they need help.

5. A woman [ used to do Zumba with is open-

lona continued on page 12

Highlights of the Findings
of the U.S. Global Change Research

Program’s Climate Science Special Report

Submitted by John Conner, Shade Gap PA

GlobalChange.gov (U.S. Global Change
Research Group)
and NOAA website: November 3, 2017

November 3, 2017 US. Global Change Re-
search Program’s (USGCRP) Climate Science
Special Report (CSSR), which serves as Volume
I of the Fourth National Climate Assessment,
describes current trends in the climate globally
and for the US_, and projects trends in tempera-
ture, precipitation, sea-level rise, and Arctic sea
ice for the remainder of this century.

Findings include:

« Global and US. temperatures continue Lo
rise.

» The annual average temperature for the
globe and the contiguous U5, has increased 1.8
degrees °F from 1901 to 2016,

« Sixteen of the warmest years on record for
the globe occurred in the last 17 years; the last
three years were the warmest.

« Variability in temperature and precipitation
is increasing.

« Heavy precipitation has increased in inten-
sity and frequency across most parts of the U8,
since 1901, though there are important regional
differences.

« Heatwaves have become more frequent in
the LS. since the 1960s.

« Cold temperatures and cold waves have de-
creased since the early 1900s.

« Annual trends toward earlier Spring snow-
melt and reduced snowpack are already affect-
ing water resources in the western US.

« Ocean temperatures are warming.

« Global average sea level has risen by about
7-8 inches since 1900.

« Global average sea level is expected to rise
by several inches in the next 15 years.

« Temperature increases in Alaska and across
the Arctic are greater than the rest of the globe.

« Annual average, near-surface air tempera-
ture in Alaska and across the Arctic has in-

creased over the last 50 years at a rate more than
twice as fast as the global average lemperature.

« Since the early 1980s, Arctic sea ice extent
has decreased between 3.5 percent and 4.1
percent per decade, has become thinner by be-
tween 4.3 and 7.5 feet, and on average the sea-
son of melting lasts 15 more days per year.

BACKGROUND

In June 2013, President Obama launched a
comprehensive Climate Action Plan for the US.
Government to cul carbon pollution, provide
climate preparedness tools and information,
and lead international efforts to address climate
change. The Plan invokes the eritical role of US-
GCERP in developing sound science to manage
climate change impacts.

Since 1990, USGCRP has been advancing
Earth system science and growing the knowl-
edge base needed 1o respond o a changing cli-
mate and a transforming world.

Report development was overseen by the
Subcommittee on Global Change Research
{SGCR) through a Federal Science Steering
Committee (S5C), made up of representatives
from USGCRP agencies and appointed by the
SGCE. NOAA (Mational Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration) serves as the adminis-
trative agency for CSSR (e, NOAA established
the procedures for the report and released Fed-
eral Register Notices).

The 55C selected three Coordinating Lead
Authors, all of whom were Federal employees
«during the development of this reporl. Follow-
ing a public call (via Federal Register Notice)
for technical contributor nominations in March
2016, the S5C endorsed writing team selections,
consisting of scientists representing Federal
agencies, national laboratories, universilies,
and the private sector.

Contributing Authors were selected based on
specific needs identified by the authors. Review
Editors were chosen from the technical con-

tributor pool and endorsed by S5C to ensure

Report continued on page 3
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Iona’s Column:
Changing Method
for Incoming
Articles and Photos

Dear Reader,

I admit to
being upset
that Agence
France-Presses
PicRights.com
is asking me
to pay 51,695
for a photo 1
used back in
January 2016
which went with a good story about
female genital mutilation in Africa be-
ing banned.

At this point, I'm trying to get free
legal advice and am going to “play it
sate(r)” in this issue. I've been eagerly
using the Fair Use Law to support my
tiny attempt to get great stories and
photos to my readers and relying on
it to protect me from such nonsense.

I happen to be a firm believer in the
rapid dissemination of quality stories
during these troubling times and that's
what I've tried my best to do.

Fortunately, two of our members
(John Conner and Chiwundu Charles
Ekwe) have written their own work and
even though it’s long, it’s safe to publish
their pieces.

I am leaning toward protecting my-
self for the most part and yet [ love the
article about the 10 Most Dangerous
Countries for Women so much that [
tried to get permission to use their pho-
tos and went round and round in circles
with no results. The text is allowable
but I had to screenshot the magnificent
photos so you could see them. I want
the whole world to know about this.

That story and pictures went viral
globally so what's the difference?

For the Earth,

z_}vzf:ﬁr?

.

Teenagers'’

Cliﬁaﬁé Lawsuit

Against Trump Can Proceed,
Supreme Court Rules

By Julia Conley
Common Dreams: July 31, 2018

Children will be able to
present “scientific evidence
linking the U.S. government’s
actions and policies to climate
change impacts like wildfire
and droughts”
in U.S. District Court.

The Supreme Court rejected the Trump
administration’s request that it halt a case
brought by several teenagers and children,
who say the President has not done enough
to help halt the climate crisis.

A group of teenagers and younger chil-
dren secured a victory in their case against
the Trump administration this week, as the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled that their lawsuit
demanding that the federal government take
stronger action against the climate crisis can
proceed.

The high court rejected the Trump ad-
ministration’s request that the case be halted.
The ruling follows similar decisions from the
U.S. District Court in Oregon and the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 9 Circuit. The case,
known as Juliana vs. the United States, will
now be heard by the Oregon court.

“This decision should give young people
courage and hope that their third branch of
government, all the way up to the Supreme
Court, has given them the green light to go to
trial in this critical case about their unalien-
able rights,” said Julia Olson, chieflegal coun-
sel and executive director of Our Children’s
Trust, which is representing the plaintiffs.
“We look forward to presenting the scien-
tific evidence of the harms and dangers these

children face as a result of the actions their
government has taken to cause the climate
crisis”

Twenty-one children and teenagers - rang-
ing in age from eight to 19 - first brought the
case against the federal government in 2015,
arguing that the Obama administration was
not doing enough to curb carbon emissions
and other activities that contribute to the
warming of the Earth.

“Kids understand the threats climate
change will have on our future then-13-
year-old Zoe Foster, one of the plaintiffs, told
Slate at the time. "I'm not going to sit by and
watch my government do nothing. We don't
have time to waste. 'm pushing my govern-
ment to take real action on climate, and I
won't stop until change is made”

Since President Donald Trump took office
in 2017, the President has withdrawn the ULS.
from the Paris climate agreement and spear-
headed a number of anti-regulatory actions,
weakening clean car standards and rolling
back portions of the Clean Air Act.

The plaintiffs argue that such actions vio-
late their constitutional rights to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.

“The scientific evidence linking the U.S.
government’s actions and policies to climate
change impacts like wildfire and droughts
that harm us youth must be presented before
our country’s justice system in its entirety to
ensure that our rights may be protected,” said
a 21-year-old plaintiff named Jacob.

This work is licensed under a Creative Com-
mons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License.

Source: https://www.commondreams.org/
news/2018/07/31/teenagers-climate-lawsuit-
against-trump-can-proceed-supreme-court-
rules
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A Celebration of Youth, Issue No. 48: March 2019
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85 Liberian Youth Volunteers Enjoy
Eco-Explore Tour, Learn Team Building

By Kromah Usman Socrates I, Liberia

Y- Alrikan Volunteers Network
{(PAVON) is an African vouth network
established to serve oz a bridge between
commuunity volunteers, vouth activists, and
community-based organizations to eol-
leetively drive the needed changes in their
ities by taking secial, economie,
and environmental actions. In Liberia,
West Africa, the institation Kicked off its
first eco-explore project aimed at promot-
ing internal tonrsitic activities amongst
voung Liberians

The project bronght together 85 young
people from five different connties in
Liberia to travel to the historie Blue Lake,

PAVON continued on page 3
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Iona’s Column:

Generosity

Drear Reader,

One of my most
precious  dreams
for this newspaper
of mine, ever since
I met Gbujie Daniel
| Chidubem of Team
54 and had a flood
of new friends from
Africa, has been the hope that my more
affluent American readers would con-
tribute to their great work in very poor
countries. Most of these people are try-
ing extremely hard to improve the lives
of the people in their communities and
protect the Earth. So far, I don't think
that has been working very well. I hope
that perhaps this issue will open some
hearts and spark some generosity.
‘What I do know, however, is that over
time [ have grown to trust the people
whose stories I publish.

I'm looking forward to taking a
break for a few months to take care of
things I have let slide while my life has
been so busy. Many of them will be to
strengthen my efforts to build a very
successful publication and hopefully
get some grant money so [ don't need
to become a wage slave, as I've often
done before.

May you all thrive in my absence. I
will still be checking emails and Face-
book, hoping to remain in touch with
EVETYONE.

“Carry on!”

Love,

:ﬁ:ﬁﬁ'

CORRECTIONS

IN OUR JANUARY 2020 ISSUE ON PAGE 26,
WE WROTE THAT OMITO ABRAHAM OWUOR
15 FROM UGANDA BUT HE 5 FROM KENYA
MANY APOLOGIES, ABRAHAM.

ALSD. OUR WIRE EDITOR NOTICED THAT
THE BOOK HURRICAN OF RACIEM B NOT
AVAILABLE AT AMAZOMN; THE CORRECT LINK
15 ON PAGE 31,

Photo: Nma Galvez-

—

Shorts/Earth Day Network

ferowme Foster 11 s the 1 7-pear-old belming the Fridays for Fietwre sivike in Washington, D0, the fomnder of the
OueMillionOfU s movemsent fo mobilize young roters, and the voice of a generation demanding clinsarte action o

He’s Leading D.C.’s Movement

for Climate Action

- and

He’s a High School Senior

Submitted by Allen Hengst
Washington, DC

By Karen L. Smith-Janssen
MNEDC: January 30, 2019

High school senior Jerome Foster 11
crams a lot in on a typical Friday. There’s his
internship with U.S. Representative John
Lewis. And his afternoon #FridaysforFuture
protests in front of the White House, where
he’s held a handwritten sign reading “School
Strike for Climate” each week since last Feb-
ruary. Lately he's also been participating in
#FireDrillFriday during the mornings, at the
Capitol or elsewhere. Through these dem-
onstrations, inspired by Greta Thunberg’s
weekly protests outside Sweden’s parliament
building, the 17-year-old D.C. activist is
energetically highlighting dilemmas that
adults have been unable to solve, against the
backdrop of a federal administration that’s

repeatedly called climate change a hoax.

Simultaneously, Foster is calling for unity.
At a press conference last September ahead
of the global climate strike, he said, “We
need a truly diverse and multigenerational
movement made of people from all ages and
backgrounds, not just the youth.” His mes-
sage has resonated far. After the D.C. strike,
which attracted 10,000 participants, Foster
received an email from one of Jane Fonda's
representatives saying that the actress/activ-
ist wanted to meet with him, find out what
events he was holding, and join the rallies. In
a wholly uncalculated public relations coup,
the subsequent repeated arrests of Fonda and
her famous friends starting in October made
#FireDrillFriday a household term across age
groups.

Foster is a bright-eyed teen who speaks
in rapid-fire delivery, as if he's running out
of time - an attitude many climate scientists

Jerome continued on page 3
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Tie banner reads: Insittat De Formation Professionnelle “Hepe for a Better Future." Then it Fsts alf the conrses wbich will be offered: they ave alio fisted on page 3.

Hope for a Better Future Vocational
Training Institute Opens

By the Hope for a Better Future Team

Overview

Hope for a Better Future Vocational
Training Institute (HOBEFI), with autho-
rization from the Ministry of Employment
and Vocational Training, Cameroon, is in
partnership with Master Peace Interna-
tional, Turing Foundation, and Noorder-
poort to prepare students for a better life
with a three-year comprehensive practical
training in very useful trades and skills.

It seeks to provide sound practical train-
ing to youths with much priority to young
women. It also seeks to impart to her
students sound moral and spiritual values.
The Institute is aimed at inculcating in the
students a high sense of civic responsibil-

CLIMATE EARTH

EMERGENCY
PAGES1-11

REGENERATION
PAGES 12 - 13

ity through community participation in its
activities; for example, peace building and
employment creation.

HORBEFI provides skill development
through technical and vocational train-
ing in order to equip youths with relevant
skills demanded by the labor market. Upon
completion of the vocational courses,
students will be attached to the respective
companies for industrial training to ac-
quire hands-on skills and experience. This
exposure to the world of work is expected
to increase their employability and subse-
quently, sustainability.

The project was jointly developed by
Ngo Banfogha (founder of H4BF) and
Dorothée J.C. Meijer (MasterPeace Foun-
dation’s African’s clubs coordinator). Mas-

CONTENTS

ENDING

INEQUALITY
PAGES 14 - 17

in Cameroon

terPeace is a young, positive, international
peace movement. They are active in more
than 40 countries. The project was funded
by Turing Foundation and Noorderpoor,
whao will assist in developing the training
courses and also train trainers who will
manage the center. We are still in need of
both funding and technical partners to fill
gaps in various sectors.

Owur Target Group

Our target group is youths, who will
subsequently establish businesses and
create employment opportunities for
other youth in the Renewable Energy
value chain, ICT industry, Textiles, and
Agriculture through courses like Web and

Train'u:lg continued on page 3

MESSAGES FROM
READERS
PAGES 28 - 29
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What if Every Child in the World Knew How to Grow Food?
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Photo Courtesy agrowkulture.com

Note from Lona: T aleays bak for gread froni-page stores. My beart Jeaped with joy secing Kendalls anvazing projed af age 6, when most LS. children are in
kindergarien or first grade. This iv the divection we need o go in fo alfeviate poverty and banger nilile simulfancondy belping our climeaie heal

Cobbled together by lona Conner
December 27, 2021

Submitted by Joan Norris Daurio
MNew Jersey USA

aGROWEKulture is an Urban Farm lo-
cated in the soul of Southwest Atlanta. It's
owned by “The Youngest Certified Farmer
in the State of Georgia” at the age of 6. She
currently sells food basket subscriptions,
donated food boxes, grow boxes, fun gar-
den merchandise, and hosts classes.

Southern Living’s December 9, 2021 ar-
ticle by Tara Massouleh McCay gives a little
background:

While most kids her age are having nap
time and playing make believe, 6-year-old
Kendall Rae Johnson is busy planting seeds,
watering crops, and harvesting the week’s
bounty. As the state of Georgias young-
est certified farmer, she has quite the job to

do running her very real farming business,
aGROWKulture.

A resident of Atlanta, Kendall started
farming when she was just 3 years old. Her
great grandmother Laura "Kate” Williams
taught her how to plant cucumber seeds,
peppers, tomatoes, and broken collard green
stems on her tiny patio garden. At 4, Kend-
alls parents built her a garden bed around
the premise of their yard and her passion for
growing took off. Soon, she was inviting kids
from all over her neighborhood to come see
what she had grown. Eventually, the daily
tours turned into aGROWKulture, a busi-
ness where she teaches other children about
gardening and sells fruit and vegetable sub-
scription boxes.

Grow Fresh Eat Fresh Kulture

Support the youngest (6 years old) USDA
registered and certified farmer living out
her dreams to help teach every kid how to

grow their own foods, one seed at a time.
Donate at https:/ fwww.pay-

pal.com/donate/?hosted_button_

id=AB28THRHSOQLF4

Sign Up For Kendall Rae’s
Garden 4H Club

Kendall and 4H are currently accepting
registrations from little ones to high school-
ers. Sign up with the University of Georgia
Extension at https://ugeorgia.cal.qualtrics.
com/jfe/form/SV_a¥YwBWYs8K1RPAUW.

Kendall even has a YouTube show with a
woman named Olivia called Farm to Kitch-
en. You can watch it @agrowkulture. She
also has an online store with sweatshirts,
masks, T-shirts, and fanny packs.

What if every child in the world (or even
every adult) knew how to grow their own
food? Just imagine. ...

Source: https://www.agrowkulture.com/
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Treehuggers ‘United = Invincible

Invincible: Too powerful to be defeated or overcome.
Think about it: What are you doing to and for our future?

Volume 1: March 1, 2023

Photo: Nature.org

“We are at a critical point for the future of the planet. We have years, not decades, to address the interconnected crises of climate change and
biodiversity loss. What we do between now and 2030 will determine whether we slow warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius — the level scientists agree
will avoid the worst impacts of climate change. Fortunately, science shows that natural climate solutions can deliver up to a third of the emission
reductions we need by 2030, (The Nature Conservancy)

Natural Climate Solutions

By lona, February 19, 2023

Why am I doing this? And who am [
anyhow?

My name is lona Conner. | have
been an active and avid environmen-
talist in one form or another for my
entire adult life.

[ published a global warming news-
paper for the past 15 years. Even
though 1 was born and raised in New
York, moved to New Jersey as a young
bride, and have lived in Maryland and
Pennsylvania, I always considered New
Jersey my home. [ loved being super
active here both professionally and as a
orassroots activist but then [ fell in love

with John Conner in 1990 and moved
to Columbia, Maryland where we
started the 501{c)3) nonprofit Grass-
roots Coalition for Environmental and
Economic Justice, now terminated.
After he died on August 18, 2019, 1

moved back to my family in New Jersey.

I groped around diligently trying
to find the best environmental group
to work with and became a volunteer
Ocean County Coordinator with the
0ld-Growth Forest Network, which
seeks ancient forests all over the coun-
try and then works to protect them
forever from logging.

Many hours of the COP27 event

were devoted to “nature-based solu-
tions.” If we leave the Earth alone, it
will heal. We need trees and forests
much more than we need solar instal-
lations, wind turbines, and electric
cars.

Admitedly, 1 don’t know a lot about
trees or forests but I"ve been reading
used books about trees and am learn-
ing. [ have no idea how effective my
efforts will be but I'm hoping this new
effort will inspire others.

I"ve been pondering what is the best
thing I can possibly do as one person
to help the climate crisis.

And here it is.
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Brick, New Jersey Climate Cafée

By lona
August 4, 2024

After reading Greta Thunberg’s The
Climare Book, 1 knew [ couldn’t keep
relaxing. I had seen the term “Resiliance
Cafe™ on a website similar to Facebook
called Deep Transition Network (DTN).
Unlike Facebook, the people who use
this site are potential world changers
and don't post family photos and trivia.
These are intelligent, compassionate
people: I enjoy sending and receiving
messages to and from them.

I wasn't wild about the term “resil-
iance” and decide to go simply with
“Climate Café” and to keep this effort
primarily limited to the land and water

in my hometown of Brick, New Jersey.

There is a page on DTN named
“Do-Ables” where we can post things
that the average person can do. Even
though I worked extremely hard think-
ing about how to start this group up,

[ discovered that lots of people do it
more easily, therefore more readily
copyable. | want this to be copyable,
especially in the United States.

I made a list of “How To’s” for DTN
and posted this:

STEPS TO STARTING
CLIMATE CAFES...
STEP BY STEP

STEP ONE: Do a lot of thinking
and reading. (Hopefully that is Do-
Able or maybe you've already done
it?)

After reading Greta’s book, | made a
list of the other books I had read, most
of which I bought used:

The Strategy of Nonviolent Defense:
A Gandhian Approach by my friend
Robert I. Burrows

Fulerum: Generational World

GRETA f‘
|
| LIl
Transformation by my friend and DTN
member David Pinto

Four Areuments for the Elimination
of Television by Jerry Mander

Creating a Climate for Change:
Communicating Climate Change and
Facilitating Social Change edited by
Susanne C. Moser and Lisa Dilling
(new, was a gift)

The Theory of the Leisure Class by
Thorstein Veblen

The END of the Suburbs: Where the
American Dream is Moving by Leigh
Gallagher

The Language of Trees: A Rewilding
of Literature and Landscape by Katie
Holten

The End of Night: Searching for
Narral Darkness in an Age of Artifi-
cial Light by Paul Bogard

Pay It Forward by Catherine Ryan
Hyde (I also watched the movie; this
is what I'm hoping people who attend
Climate Cafés will do.)

Because [ have not had a TV for
about 40 years, | do a lot of reading in-
stead. | was going to ask the library to
buy a copy of each book for our work
but they're so formal that I changed
my mind. [ will be my own library and
loan my books to people who show up,

despite the risk of losing them. Once
these books have done their job of
hopefully getting people to read seri-
ous things, these books can go out into
the world; they do no good sitting in
my bookcase. [ notice on Zoom meet-
ings that most people whose homes
are visible, have enormous collections
of books. Why not send them out to do
some good if you're done with them?

I forgot “Adbusters.” I discovered
them long ago and subscribed recently.
I love them!

STEP TWO: Get to know who
in your local government is working
on environmental 1ssues. Go to their
meetings and listen. Find out what's
going on.

STEP THREE: Ditto environmental
groups and people who care about the
Earth in your hometown. Call or email
them and tell them what you're doing
and ask if they would like to help you
get started.

STEP THREE continued: Fo-
cus entirely on your hometown. For
the start-up, ignore regional, state,
national, and international groups/
people. Stick with your town folks.

As we grow, we can extend our reach
and make partnerships but for now, we
need to work hard to get this idea off
the ground locally.

STEP FOUR: Make a decision to
use “nature-based solutions™ to the
climate crisis, not technology which
continues to destroy the Earth. Learn
about Deep Ecology if you're unfamil-
1ar with it.

STEP FIVE: Think about your goal,
strategy. tactics even though you realize
that when the group has formed, this
may change but hopefully not drasti-
cally. Be clear and concise.

Continued on next page
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This newspaper is a bridge between patriarchy and the new culture
which is being created around the world. Welcome to Archiarchy, where arche-
typal women and archetypal men (Archans) work together and things get better.

SCOPE Kenya Works With Students, Teachers, and Parents to
Reconnect Children with Nature, Healthy Lifestyles, & Environmental Stewardship.

the school head teacher, right. and the agriculiure teacher in a white dust
coat, during a project monitoring visit in May 2025. Photos Courtesy SCOPE

Dear lona,

Cordial greetings from SCOPE
Kenya.

The world has become a global vil-
lage where we all live in. We all have
a collective responsibility to protect
and make it better for our benefit
and that of future generations. We
may be experiencing difficulties in
life due to mistakes made by our
grandparents, but we should not
pass them on to the next generation.
| always admire the noble role you
play, especially in documentation
and sharing information on land-
scapes and forest restoration.

On our side, we are committed to
incorporating “rooting Land resto-
ration for food security, biodiversity
conservation, and livelihood im-
provement” into Kenya's education
system. We believe this will foster
a culture of people living harmoni-
ously with nature. Children and
their families will leam how to plant
the right tree in the right place, and
empowered communities will take
the lead in this beautiful process.

As you pointed out, SCOPE Ke-
nya happily shares our knowledge
and experience on sustainable
land use practices through per-

maculture approaches to anyone
interested, and we also value
learning from others.

We warmly welcome support
from anyone or any organization
willing to help us extend the work
to benefit more people. Your sup-
port makes a difference, and we're
grateful for your kindness and
encouragement.

To advance the work to great
heights, we are in the process of
fostering a working parinership
with Jomo Kenya University and
Machakos University. This will en-
sure that students graduating from
institutions of higher leaming are
well prepared and equipped with
knowledge and practical skills in
land regeneration and biodiversity
conservation practices.

Please allow me to share pictures
from our work this year. [Page 3]

With Kind Regards,

John Macharia, National Coordi-
nator, SCOPE KENYA

Telephone: +254 724 628 386

Website: www.scopekenya.net

Facebook: hitps://www. face-
book.com/scopekenya2/

Twitter: hitps:/fiwitter.com/sco-
pekenyai

Instagram: hitps://www.insta-
gram.com/scopekenya/?hl=en

Linkedin: https://ke linkedin.com/

Photos on page 3




‘Mindset’ Change Community Can
Help Fix Climate Problems

By Herbert Bagyenyi Kajoki,
Uganda, member Grassroots
Coalition for Environmental and
Economic Justice

Special to Grassroots Coalition
News

What is Mindset?

In simple terms, Mindset change
is someone’s mental attitude or
inclination or on the other hand, it's
a fixed state of someone’s mind.
Being happy and successful is
something we all aspire to. It's very
likely that when asked, “What'’s
your aim in life?” most of us would
answer — to be happy. But on some
days, this “small and modest” goal
just seems light years away.

The good and bad news is this
—it's all in our head. Even when it
seems impossible to look on the
bright side of things, it's actually
100% in our power to transform the
way we see life or think.

One Village Uganda is a grass-
roots, community-based orga-
nization operating in Kyanamira
subcounty, Kabale District, Uganda
working to support communities
in environmental/climate change
through agriculture, education,
health outreaches, and sustainable
tourism for future generation’s use.

The only way to achieve this is
through positive Mindset Change
programs.

In developing countries, many
grants, donations, and support
have been given out through
funding programs but the more
the funding or support, the more
need. Especially when you look at
education funding, donors have
put in a lot of money in sponsor-
ing children, building schools,
orphanages, among others, but still

many children continue to be born
recklessly, population increases,
and lack of responsibility, among
others; however, this has greatly
affected our environment as well
as the effects of climate change.

The case in point is, as long as our
communities in developing coun-
tries or third-world countries do not
change their mindset in the areas
of responsibility in children produc-
tion, environmental use, and modern
methods of agriculture, then we still
suffer the consequences.

When you look at the idea of
Orphanages, especially in Africa,
many of the children they take care
of are not orphans but vulnerable
children born due to unwanted
pregnancies, irresponsible parents
who produce many children that
they cannot afford to take care of,
hardened heart/mind to change
things from a traditional way of do-
ing things, and lack of awareness
of the future generation.

Donations/support/funding are
not sustainable, so this means
that where there is no funding, the
community or previously funded
project is stark.

For example, if you are educat-
ing a child from elementary class
and before this student is or has
finished the university and the
sponsorship is lost, this student
has no future whatsoever. But if his
or her family/ parents are aware
that if | produce a child, it's me/my
responsibility to take care of the
child and the government gets into
that. Then we shall have a reason-
able number of children produced
by the couple/family and whom
they can take care of and hence
sustainable and the future will be

looked at as amazing and with joy.

One of the most causes of
environmental threats and climate
changes in the whole world is over-
population, which has endangered
and encroached our natural envi-
ronment for both agriculture with its
associated challenges that cause
climate change patterns. There-
fore, to address these mindset
programs like health outreach for
family planning education and ini-
tiation should be emphasized with
great need and support for Com-
munity engagements on develop-
ment areas and livelihood support
through agriculture.

What does Mindset Change

require of us?

For so many years, we are used
to always wanting more and striv-
ing to be better. However, some-
times we just need to appreciate
what we already have, and sud-
denly a different world will open up
right in front of us.

Changing our mindset to being
grateful is really one of the most
powerful eye-openers in develop-
ing countries, especially in Africa. It
is too hard to be that effective, but
we have to practice it in everything
we do and plan.

Instead of striving to make peo-
ple/children happy through build-
ing orphanages or schools, you
should fund sustainable fulfillment
like family planning outreaches and
initiation in rural areas, livelihood
agriculture/farming, education that
benefits children in their existing
schools, rather than constructing
new ones and other home devel-
opment programs like revolving
financing loans (microloans that can

Continued on next page



Continuation from previous page

help in development). Increasingly
more psychologists and thinkers
are stressing that happiness is not
a product of getting what you want,
but rather the byproduct of the dif-
ferent challenges you’ve overcome
and milestones you'’ve reached to
get there.

In other words, donations or sup-
port or funding alone isn’t enough
without pursuing things, competing
and struggling for sustainability.
Remember — happiness is not the
destination — it's a side effect to liv-
ing your life to the fullest.

Receiving donations/support is
not a bad thing essentially. But it

23

can become harmful if you overdo
it or rely on it, especially when
stopped at a time you are not
aware of. If you are too demanding
towards yourself, you can experi-
ence depression and project burn-
out. If you are expecting too much
of other people, they can get tired

or scared of you or even avoid you.

When your expectations towards
funding from others are too high,
and you feel like they owe you
something, here’s the harsh truth.
Nobody owes you anything.

So, | have established that fund-
ing/support/donations are not an
end-products or a finish line that

For Teens

You've come to the right place.

Looking for info on sex, relationships, your body, and more?

| cross and stay content for the
rest of my life. On the contrary,
these are the by-products that you
experience while you’re leading a
fulfilled and varied life.

Donations and support/funding
success is not within arms’ reach
or sustainable.

Herbert Bagyenyi Kajoki is an advo-
cate to climate change/environmental
threats, sustainable Tourism, and a
Tour operator with ONE VILLAGE TOURS
& TRAVEL. Email: onevillageZ013@gmail.
com; WhatsApp: +206701233725

LEARN MORE

https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/for-educators



Revolution

Imagine the World YOU Want to Live In

By Surnai O Maoildhia, Ireland
Parabola: Spring 2020

There came a time when the
square concrete slabs sitting heavy
along the suburban streets were
pried up with crowbars and the
squashed soil beneath sucked in
the fresh air and people kneeled
down along the stretches of dark
earth and said Sorry.

There came a time when all of
the lightbulbs in each of the street-
lights in each of the streets were
unscrewed. And in the night the
stars shone down unblinded.

The bricks of derelict houses
were pulled from tired walls by
many sets of hands and were
stacked, like the building blocks of
children, in wheelbarrows, to be
wheeled away and used again.

Then the foundations of the lonely
houses crumbled and were swept
away and soil flew in on the breeze
carrying dandelion seeds with it,
and those many hands with soil
in the curves of their fingerprints
placed tiny seeds in tiny pressed
hollows that grew to be oak and
sycamore and birch and ash.

The black smoke that once
wheezed from car exhausts and
chimneys and seeped up into the
sky, staining the white clouds dark,
was now only in the burning of fallen
branches on beaches from bonfires,
and the smoke was grey, not black,
and the red sparks wove within it
a fiery embroidery that sparkled
beneath the unveiled stars.

The trees that lived in their
circles in the pavement in the
cities now stretched their roots
out, stretched the length of them,

stretched long and lovely and
intoxicatingly as all that concrete
was changed to loose earth and so
the roots could uncoil and the trees
could stand steady.

And in this time, this time that
came, on Sunday mornings, people
went to the sea and kneeled and
saw the waves swell against the
cliffs or lap against the stones or
soak into the sand. They went to
the forest and kneeled and looked
at the trees shiver, shake, and lose
themselves in the wind. They went
to the mountains and kneeled and
watched, straining their eyes to see
the breaths in the earth of the moun-
tains, the mountains that breathe so
slowly in their millennial meditation
that one cannot see the rise and fall.

And above this breathing, above
this spiraling of roots and trickling
of water in the hollows in the soil,
and alongside the curling of the
waves and amidst the frolicking of
the dandelion seeds, is the turning,
turning, turning of bicycle wheels
as people make their way through
their day, to the sea or to work or
play or school...

To school where children have ris-
en from beds to kneel against rows
of different beds and gently pluck
out weeds and water the seedlings
and the growing bulbs, and place
potatoes in their patterns and name
each one before they bury them...

To school where children solve
puzzles with simultaneous equa-
tions and build contraptions with
blueprints and nimble fingers and
then discover the workings of plants,
animals, atoms, space, and the
rhythms of a story as they read and
read and read... writes the author.

To school where children fill
the halls with music and the foot-
stomping of dancing and the pound-
ing of running feet and the careful
breathing of yoga and meditation as
they learn to stretch their limbs and
minds and where to stretch them so
as to get the most light...

The light that fruit and vegetables
have used to swell and ripen, to be
gathered then in baskets on bicy-
cles or pooled in cloth bags, and the
soil is brushed off with fingers and
the slugs are placed outside and
the vegetables, each one a different
shape, are chopped and cooked.

And the flowers are nourished by
that same light, the flowers that were
planted in the ground and in boxes
and baskets and on rooftops and in
the old bulbs of streetlights hanging
upside down from loops of twine.
The same light that’s sprinkled like
sugar onto the fields and fields of
daisies, fields bursting with daisies,
trimmed with pink and centered by
their own little suns, and if you look
quickly, especially at dusk, it is only
pink you see; oh, but how can you
only glance? Of all the standards of
beauty, there is nothing more lovely
than a field full of daisies...

And in a house where all the win-
dows are open a bumble bee has
found himself trapped and a young
girl sees him and gasps and she
runs for a glass. And following him
on tiptoe through the different rooms
of the home, she finally moves the
glass over him and places a book on
the end and shifts the buzzing bee,
buzzing, buzzing, buzzing, into the
garden where he swoops up into

the air, pauses, buzzes, and swoops
Continued on next page
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again and disappears.

And though the girl can’t see —
but can imagine — the bee moseys
over miles of green grass, dot-
ted with pockets of gardens and
houses and trees, and the bee
crisscrosses with swallows who
have tuned the sounds of spring to
summer with the forks of their tails.
And the bee pauses on a sun-
flower planted in a stretch of space
that was once a graveyard, and is
still, but the rectangles of gravel
and the squares of headstones
have been swapped with shrubs
and flowers and so bluebells grow
from the bodies and the memories
of lost ones, who are not truly lost,
simply shifted, and their names are
painted on pebbles that have been
moved from the shore.

And all of that rubbish that
dropped from all of those cluttered
lives, the rubbish that could not
decompose, that could not die — im-
mortal — heaped on top of nature,
smothering; and then on top of itself,
piling, over and over, minute after

minute, until it leaked into the cracks
in the planet, filling the gaps and
then overflowing until it spilled and
spilled into all of the bellies of all of
the whales, cleared. It was cleared.

And there came a time when the
ocean released that breath it had
been holding and eased down a
few winches. And the wounds in
the sky were allowed to heal and
knit back togetwher and dolphins
could sew their threads through the
clean, blue waters again.

And there came a time when the
treetops were patched up and noisy
again and orangutans collected
their armfuls of fruit again and all
that crumbling, wilting, dying turned
to growth and the world was fresh
and clean, as after a spring rain.

And the poles became solid once
more.

And the famine ended.

And people learned to love this
nature.

Loved it wholly and completely
and unconditionally. And they
learned that they are not excluded,

that they are nature too. And the
indomitable nature within them
loved the uncontrollableness, the
insuppressible-ness, the irrepress-
ible-ness...loved the wildness of it
all, the mess and the chaos; they
learned to love the life in it, the life
in them, in us, the organic, circular
movement of everything.

And we learned to say, Sorry.

Surnai () Maoildhia was raised on Inis
Mdr, a small island off the west coast of
Ireland, She was homeschooled there
along with her siblings. Homeschooling is
certainly a way to encourage creativity.
Her parents ran an organic garden and
housed volunteers. She just got married
and lives in the Aran Islands, Galway,
Ireland. See page 14 of my last newspaper.
[email received January 14, 2023) “Thank
you so much for choosing to include my
story again in your wonderful newspa-
per - I'm honoured and very grateful.”
https://www.surnaimolloy.com/homebird
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ciety going to find the strength,
intelligence and courage to radi-
cally change the way the world
operates (which has been com-
pared to a car going 100 miles
an hour toward a brick wall) if
we are numb and depressed
from the news?

Given all of the above, | evalu-
ated my talents and my pas-
sion (environmentalism after 40
years in the movement both as
a professional and as a vol-
unteer) and asked, “What do |
want to do for the rest of my life
and what needs are not being
met in the world of activism?”

Instead of easing back to play
bridge, golf or sit in my rocking
chair reading on the porch, |
look forward to working deliber-
ately long hours. My newspaper
is peopled with folks | admire. It
is also sprinkled with news from
investigative journalists who un-
cover corruption in all levels of
government and corporations.
We are an entirely volunteer
publication with many talented,
intelligent and compassionate
people contributing ideas and
articles.

The Order of the Earth is a 16-
page, colored, monthly publica-
tion; we hope to expand to a
24-page weekly during the next
couple of years.

The only obstacle | face is
money.

Even though this idea had
been building for 35 years, |
didn’t fully understand (and still
don’t) the economics of this
plan. My husband and | choose
to live in near-poverty to run
our non-profit Grassroots Co-
alition for Environmental and
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Economic Justice. | need to
work part-time to help pay for
printing, postage and cartridges.
Somehow or other, | must bring
in between $650 and $800 a
month over and above our So-
cial Security, on which we try to
live.

The paper would never have
been born if it weren’t for two
close friends who agreed to put
some energy and generosity
behind my dream. One insisted
that it was time to switch to
newsprint and the other said
she’d pay for my publishing soft-
ware and our first press run.

| nearly forgot someone. A
woman | never met in Freder-
ick got her hands on one of my
black and white newsletters
a year ago and quietly trans-
formed our front page into a
beautiful, colorful depiction of
the Earth’s glory. | was aston-
ished that such a thing was
possible since | had zero pub-
lishing/graphics background. At
that point | knew that The Order
of the Earth would be not only a
valuable tool for people in years
ahead but it would be a beauti-
ful newspaper. | was ecstatic.

With that loving spirit be-
hind me, we planned our “Big
Launch” for January 1, 2008.
We hoped to bring the envi-
ronmental community into the
homes of the mainstream com-
munity. | shopped around for
the cheapest printing price and
went with a company that was
not the cheapest but the friendli-
est and most convenient to my
friends in Frederick, who were
going to help me distribute the
papers. That company hap-

pened to be The Herald-Mail.

Since my comparison shop-
ping had been based on 2,000
papers, | unquestioningly or-
dered 2,000. Do you realize
how many papers that is? Imag-
ine getting a 16-page paper
every single day and piling them
all up for recycling. The 2,000
papers The Herald-Mail staff
joyfully put in my Ford Escort
the day | arrived to pick up our
January papers was equiva-
lent to four-and-a-half years of
newsprint. What on Earth was |
going to do with all those pa-
pers?

In my eagerness to put to-
gether a great paper, | had
failed to construct a distribution
system. So | mailed them out in
little bunches to all my friends
around the country and gave my
Frederick colleagues 200 each.
In time we sent them all on their
way. For February we cut back
to 1,500. When money is tight, |
go back down to 1,000. We ship
them to the great groups we in-
vite to write for us and they help
us distribute them in their loca-
tions in hopes that their mem-
berships and campaigns will get
stronger through our publicity
and our subscriptions and ads
will increase.

Let me back up a minute here
to say that we lived in Freder-
ick until three and a half years
ago, when we found a lovely
home with land we could afford
in a place unlike any other I've
ever lived. It’s heavenly here in
rural Pennsylvania but logging,
hunting and racing junk cars are
common, women are referred to

Continued on next page
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as ‘girls’ and everybody knows
everybody else or is some-
how related. These are hard-
working, unpretentious people
living in “God’s Country.” This
is not a high-income area, nor
is it populated with well-paying
companies so it’s hard to find
work offering more than mini-
mum wage.

| have been disappointed in
the low number of subscriptions
and ads after publishing 11,000
newspapers and giving away
roughly 10,000 of them through
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coffee shops, book stores, sup-
portive businesses and eco-
events. Admittedly, | am not
strong at sales; however, | have
made face-to-face

arrangements with seven
businesses in our conservative
area to sell The Order for $.50
to compete with local papers.
We are slowly developing a fol-
lowing.

| love every minute | spend on
the paper and trust that finances
will work themselves out as
climate change gets worse and

people’s desire to read a differ-
ent type of news grows.

The Order of the Earth and |
will be here to help.

[This appeared after my story
in H.E.R. Magazine.] lona Con-
ner is a freelance writer and
former teacher, nurse and New
Jersey air pollution inspector,
where in 1986 she first realized
we were cooking the Earth. lona
can be reached at ionaconner@
pa.net.
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